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Seven days only! 
15% off on all 


Turntables, DJ mixers Friday, Dec 27 
and effect lighting! 15% off on all (extended hours 9:30-8:00 pm) 


Event and Roland Saturday, Dec 28 


studio monitors! : 
No GST on hundreds Monday, Dec 30 


of specially marked Tuesday, Dec 31 


accessories! Thursday, Jan 2 
10% off on all PRS, BC rich __fextended hours 9:30-8:00 pm) 


and Musicman guitars! spe regi Friday, Jan3 


Sonar drums! Saturday, Jan 4 


20% off on all Ayotte 
snare drums, Paiste cymbals 
and Istanbul drums! 


15% off on Line 6 20% off on all 


Pod version 2! E-mu and Akai gear! 
No GST on all » 


Norman acoustic 2 for 1 on select books! 
guitars! Buy a book and get a 


. Long & Mice tet 


value for free! 
Tw 5 Bee rie a we sae / co m Sale prices apply to instock merchandise only. 


-10204-107 Ave 423-4448 Anoles fen 


Sorry, no layaways or rain checks. 
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>> FUTURE SHOP 


Come see what your future has in store. 
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EACH CD 


- “Limit 50 per 
Limit 50 per title Me tf title perstore at 
per store at these prices. - these prices. 


on sale 


15% - 


“Limit 50 per store at these prices. One customer may not buy any more than one of each title at these prices. No dealers. No rain checks 


Free shipping on music orders over *39 


>> FUTURE SHOPca 


Prices and product in effect December 26th, 2002. 
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DECEMBER 27-28 
THE 
HIGHLITES 


A hot dance and party act, 
just back from 
international touring! 


SUNDAY 


with THE HIGHLITES, 
Punchline Scramble and 
dj dudeman - $6 


UNCAS OLD 


BOYS 


The boys help us shake 

off the mellow Xmas and 

get ready to party for the 
new year! No Cover! 


NEW YEARS EVE WITH 
THE 
NORTHERN 


Ring in ‘03 with this 
legendary prairie act! 
Limited number of dinner 
tix available, call the Track 


www.sidetrackcafe.com 


Hip hop collective 
the Swollen 
Members have 
, had so much 
success over 
the past year, 
let’s just hope 
their heads 
don’t get too 
big * 32 


ALSO: 
Ch-ch-ch-Chia!: 
the infomercial 
hotel ¢ 8 


Chicago is glossy, saucy 
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Situation Normal, all dressed up 


Short-story 
writer/novelist Amy 
Bloom crosses the 
gender divide in 
new book 


By DYLAN FOLEY 


erhaps the high point of Amy 
p:::::. new book Normal: 
Transsexual CEOs, Cross- 
dressing Cops and Hermaphro- 
dites with Attitude comes when 
she introduces the reader to Dixie, a 
6'4” state trooper in drag. Dressed as 
a Southern belle, he sits with his 
pretty wife in his lap at a cross- 
dressers’ convention. First Dixie 
menaces a gawking passerby, then 
buys everyone drinks. 
Normal is a short but beautifully 


written journey into the world of 
people who cross the gender lines. 
Part travelogue, part social explo- 
ration, Bloom’s book uses compas- 
sion and humour to expand the 
North American-sexual spectrum. 
Along with Dixie, Bloom treats the 
readers to deft portraits of Lyle, a 
young female-to-male transsexual 
whose mother supported his sex 


change, and Mike, a crossdresser 
with serious make-up problems. 
Bloom is a National Book Award- 
nominated writer and novelist 
who’s probably best known for her 
story collections Come to Me and A 
Blind Man Can See How Much I Love 
You. Besides writing and teaching 
creative writing at Yale University, 
she’s also a practising psychothera- 


LIVE LOUNGE PLAY 
10505-82 AVE 


pist. Nevertheless, the idea about 
writing on transgender people did- 
n’t come from literature or high- 
toned psychology journals. It came 
from watching tabloid-trash TV 
shows like Jerry Springer. 

“I was wandering around my 
house,” says the 49-year-old author 
from her home in Connecticut, 
“working on a short story when I 
saw one of those TV shows, with 
over-the-top Vegas showgirl trans- 
sexuals. I thought to myself, ‘Where 
are the female-to-male transsexuals? 
Do they come out looking like John 
Wayne? How come they aren't in 
our consciousness?’” 

Normal is hardly a sleazy investi- 
gation into the sexual underworld. 
Instead, it’s about transsexuals and 
transvestites trying to live “normal” 
lives. Bloom writes about women 
who have had sex changes and hor- 
mone treatments and wind up living 


very middle-class lives as men, com- 
plete with devoted wives and girl- 
friends. There are heterosexual 
transvestites—ministers, truck driv- 
ers and construction workers, who 
keep their passion for women’s 
clothing secret, except when they go 
to crossdresser events. Bloom also 
writes about intersex people, who 
are often born with both male and 
female genitals. Intersex activists are 
currently waging a high-profile cam- 
paign (aided by books like John 
Colapinto’s As Nature Made Him: The 
Boy Who Was Raised as a Girl) to pro- 
tect intersex babies from undergoing 
unnecessary sex changes. 


Basket weaving? 


The book grew out of an article 
Bloom wrote on FTMs, or female-to- 


SEE PAGE 6 
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male transsexuals, for The New York- 
er—specifically, a defiant transsexual 
named Michael. But equally fascinat- 
ing were Bloom's graphic descrip- 
tions of operations designed to 
construct artificial penises. The sur- 
geons, most of them male, seem to 
be obsessed with building big ones. 
“Surgeons don’t become surgeons 
because they are obsessed with the 
human psyche,” says Bloom, “or 
because they are intrigued by ambi- 
guity. They become surgeons to 
solve problems.” 

Women seeking sex changes are 
faced with a dilemma. Do you 
spend tens of thousands of dollars 
to build a penis or do you buy a 
condo? “Why do 75-year-old men 
buy Maseratis?” asks Bloom rhetori- 
cally. “Some people feel that it is 
critical that the package looks a cer- 
tain way. Other people are more 
indifferent to appearance. It is high- 
ly idiosyncratic.” 
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Appearance for transsexuals often 
has a lot to do with “passing” in soci- 
ety. “This is especially true for cross- 
dressers,” says Bloom. “It is often the 
issue of the quality of the appearance. 
In many instances, the success of the 
replica is important to how people 
perceive you. With crossdressers, the 
ones who are easily feminized are 
more accepted. We don’t like people 
to stand out in any direction.” 

The section on heterosexual 
crossdressers contains the book’s 
most interesting characters. There 
are wives who embrace their hus- 
bands’ desire to dress up as women, 
and there are others who feel 
trapped in “perverted” relation- 
ships. “For this minister’s wife I 
met,” Bloom says, “she found out 
well into the marriage that he was a 
crossdresser. This was not some- 
thing she wanted, but she had to be 
supportive to keep the marriage 
going. It was her cross to bear. There 
are many heterosexual crossdressers 
who are very anxious to be per- 
ceived correctly as heterosexual. To 
that end, it is disturbing to them 
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that the most common image of a 
crossdresser is of-a gay man. These 
are men who have gone to a lot of 
trouble to reassure their wives they 
are not gay.” 

Dixie, the state trooper, comes 
through most clearly. “He is a man’s 
man, a big, well-built guy,” Bloom 
says. “You'd have no difficulty pic- 
turing him with the sunglasses and 
khaki uniform. He’d be striding up 
to you after stopping you on the 
highway. He was not very interested 
in a lot of introspection of why he 
was a crossdresser. He never had 
experienced self-doubt or criticism 
about it. No one was going to belit- 
tle him or make his wife feel 
uncomfortable if he was still stand- 
ing. One of his trump cards was 
that he was happily married.” 


Belles are swinging 


The book takes a humourous turn 
when Bloom attends at a cross- 
dressers’ convention at a seedy 
hotel. In a development that could 
have been lifted straight out of the 
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cheesy ’70s TV show Love American 
Style, a meeting for couples into 
wife-swapping was being held at the 
same time at the very same hotel 
“The swingers were so unexpected,” 
says Bloom. “That was just too 
funny. The swingers would pop up 
dressed more brilliantly than the 
rest of us early in the morning. [It 
was] an unbelievable mingling of 
American elements.... The cross- 
dressers thought the swingers were 
really quite shocking, and it wasn’t 
the right way to act. The swingers 
were more like, ‘Whatever, we do 
our thing.’” Happily, by the end of 
the convention, members of both 
groups were drinking together. 
When the convention was over, 
Bloom found herself dancing with 
the crossdressers’ wives. “ It was one 
of those funny moments as a 
writer/observer,” she says. “I became 
a dancer. All the guys were very 
dressed up, in corsets and high 
heels. And by their Lutheran Idaho 
backgrounds, they were not going 
to be dancing to ‘I Will Survive.’ But 
the ladies kicked off their shoes, had 
a few drinks and got down to it.” © 
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Take time this winter 
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Call today and book 
your appointment. 


1 888 2 DONATE 
(1 888 236-6283) 


Bawdy language 


CALGARY—A Calgary police raid on a 
bathhouse has infuriated gay activists, 
who denounce the act as a throwback 
to the days when cops routinely per- 
secuted the queer community. 

“This whole thing has done seri- 
ous damage between the gay and les- 
bian community and the police in 
Calgary,” says Stephen Lock, a gay 
community representative who sits on 
a police liaison committee. 

After a two-month investigation, 
the Calgary Police Vice Unit raided 
Goliath’s Sauna and Texas Lounge last 
week, charging 15 people with being 
“without lawful excuse in a common 
bawdy house.” The police’s search 
warrant alleges that “the premise is 
solely designed to facilitate indecent 
sexual acts between males.” But, as 
Lock points out, “indecency” within 
common bawdy house laws is vaguely 
defined by the Criminal Code, leaving 
the interpretation up to the police. 

“One of the things alleged,” he says, 
“is that the environment was consorted 
in such a way as to encourage and pro- 
mote indecent acts. The issue | take with 
that is that | resent my sexuality referred 
to as ‘indecent.’ What connotes indecen- 
cy? They're setting it by the dominant 
culture’s standards, in which the whole 
concept of a bathhouse is bizarre. But 
gay community standards would sug- 
gest gay bathhouses are not bizarre and 
not that extraordinary.” 

Lock says that in a largely heterosex- 
ual society, bathhouses foster an open 
and accepting environment in which 
gay men may have consensual sex. Most 
bathhouses, including Goliath’s, have 
partnerships with AIDS awareness organ- 
izations and offer free condoms. “A gay 
bathhouse is not analogous to a hetero- 
sexual massage parlour,” says Lock. “Gay 
bathhouses are not ‘houses of prostitu- 
tion.’ In fact, if anyone is found soliciting, 
they are immediately removed and 
barred. Drug use is also banned.” 

Police use of common bawdy house 
offences to raid gay bathhouses flour- 
ished in the ‘70s and early ‘80s, but 
most city police departments aban- 
doned the practice after encountering 
fierce protests from gay activists. This 
latest raid comes as a shock, not only 
because the practice is outdated, but 
also because the Calgary Police has a 
reputation as one of the country’s most 
Progressive police forces when it comes 
to their dealings with the gay commu- 
nity. “Unfortunately,” Lock says, “the 
Police are closing their ranks and will 
not speak to the community because 
it’s ‘before the courts.’ We're unable to 
get any answers to our questions.” 

Gay and lesbian activist groups, 
including EGALE (Equality for Gays and 

@sbians Everywhere) Canada, are 
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demanding the police drop all the 
charges. “This is not just about the gay 
community,” says Lock. “It’s about 
everybody. [Common bawdy house 
laws] can constitute your bedroom or 
my bedroom. It doesn’t matter if it’s a 
private residence. If a complaint is 
against your bedroom, your house 
becomes a common bawdy house. If 
common bawdy house laws can be 
used against the gays and lesbians, 
they can be used against anybody in 
their home.” —Mike WinTERS 


CIVIL RIGHTS 


Americans hold a 
throwback lock-up 


Los ANGELES—Get yer jackboots on, 
kids! Those nostalgics among us who 
yearn for the halcyon days of internment 
camps and the forced registration of 
immigrants that were the hallmark of the 
war-torn 1940s will be thrilled to hear 
that there was somewhat of a retro party 
in California last week, during which 
roughly 500 to 700 people of Middle 
Eastern and Northern African descent 
were arrested in a good old-fashioned 
foreigner round-up! Yeeee-haw, indeed. 
The round-ups in Los Angeles, San 
Diego and Orange County were a 
byproduct of the Patriot Act, an initiative 
lauded by the U.S. government's flam- 
boyantly insane Attorney General John 
Astrcroft, which requires landed immi- 
grants from specific “terrorist” countries 
to register with immigration authorities 
and willingly submit to having their 
photos and fingerprints taken. Thou- 
sands of citizens of Iraqi, Iranian, Libyan, 
Syrian and Sudanese descent showed 
up to register with the Immigration and 
Naturalization Department at last Mon- 
day’s deadline. But trouble started brew- 
ing when families started noticing that, 
well, some of them never came home. 
Turns out that more than a quarter 
of those who came to register were 
promptly arrested on what many are 
calling minor visa violations and thrown 


into jail cells under the threat of depor- 
tation. Lawyers representing some of 
the detained told the Los Angeles Times 
that their defendants were “forced to 
stand up all night for lack of room, that 
some were placed in shackles, and oth- 
ers were hosed down with cold water 
before being thrown into unheated 
cells.” They added that the numbers 
were so high authorities were looking 
into transferring several hundred 
detainees to Arizona to await immigra- 
tion hearings and deportation orders. 

“A\l of our fundamental civil 
rights have been violated by these 
actions,” one lawyer, Ban al-Wardi, 
said to the Times after 14 of her 20 
clients were hauled away during the 
round-up. “! don’t know how far this 
is going to go before people start 
speaking up. This is a very dangerous 
precedent we are setting.” 

For those not in the know, the Patri- 
ot Act gives the U.S. government new 
and terrifying powers to obtain personal 
information about American citizens to 
prevent terrorist attacks. The law allows 
non-U.S. citizens (or, in this case, scary 
Muslim or Arabic U.S. citizens with 
minor visa infractions) who are deemed 
threats to national security to be held 
without public acknowledgment—or 
even without being formally charged— 
for an undetermined period of time. 
Although the act has been in effect since 
‘October of 2001, last week's round-up 
was the act’s first large-scale implemen- 
tation. Way to start off with a bang, 
America. —Curis BouTet 


- POLITICS 
Layton conjugations 


OTTAWA—With a month to go before 
the conclusion of the federal New 
Democratic Party leadership race, it 
looks like former Toronto city council- 
lor Jack Layton has pulled out in front. 
He's so far ahead, in fact, that Calgary 
Herald political pundit Don Martin has 
confidently declared him the “next 
leader of the federal New Democrats.” 


Layton’s candidacy has attracted 
an array of left-wing luminaries. His 
endorsers include Ed Broadbent (who 
led the party to their best showing 
with 44 seats in Parliament in the 
1980s) and Barenaked Ladies frontman 


. Stephen Page, as well as one territorial 


and three provincial NDP leaders who 
declared their support last week. That 
latter group includes Alberta ND 
leader Raj Pannu. “Jack's been well- 
received by Alberta New Democrats,” 
says Pannu. “He challenged Imperial 
Oil's position on climate change. He 
took on Anne McLellan and Ralph 
Klein opening for-profit hospitals.” 

The other leaders are from B.C., 
Nova Scotia and the Yukon; all are rep- 
resentatives in their respective legisla- 
tures. Brian Mason, the second of two 
New Democrat MLAs in the Alberta 
legislature, has also thrown his support 
behind Layton, along with Edmonton 
city councillors Michael Phair, David 
Thiele and Janice Melnychuk. Bill 
Blaikie, another front-runner, has so far 


collected the support of six out of the” 


14 federal New Democrat MPs. 

In a campaign whose most frequent- 
ly-commented-upon feature has 
arguably been the absence of interesting 
things to comment upon, the party's 
national membership has enjoyed a sur- 
prising boost. More than 24,000 new 
members have signed on and are now 
eligible to vote in the leadership conven- 
tion at the end of January, a 41 per cent 
increase since before the campaign. Lay- 
ton is credited with drawing 8,000 of 
these new members; Blaikie is said to 
have attracted 5,000.and apparent third- 
place candidate Joe Comartin has 
brought in 4,000. Comartin has collect- 
ed much of the labour support, especial- 
ly in Ontario. 

The other three leadership hopefuls 
include Saskatchewan MP Lorne Nys- 
trom, who lost to outgoing leader Alexa 
McDonough in 1995, B.C. social activist 
Bev Meslo and 29 -year-old party 
organizer Pierre Ducasse, from Quebec. 

The leadership vote will take place 
on January 25. —Kris MEEN 


By STEVEN SANDOR 
Kyoto finish 


The feds have invoked closure and 
ratified Canada’s commitment to 


- Kyoto, but our provincial govern- 


ment shows no sign of putting the 
brakes on its anti-Kyoto stance. 

Which is too bad, really— 
because the fact is that Kyoto’s suc- 
cess will be measured in the 
international marketplace, not by 
legislators. In the modem world, the 
market is where real political change 
takes effect. Even though the United 
States has continually refused to go 
back to the Kyoto table (a fact which 
has helped fuel the provinces’ Kyoto 
protests), it may be forced to bide by 
the rules of the accord thanks to sim- 
ple economic principles. 

How so? Europe and Japan have 
been major Kyoto boosters and pos- 
sess economies strong enough to 
make waves on a global scale. Let’s 
just say that both Volkswagen and 
Toyota, who now have to work 
domestically under Kyoto restraints, 
will be forced to make vehicles that 
raise the bar when it comes to fuel 
efficiency and develop alternative- 
fuel-powered engines, Those vehi- 
cles will also be imported into the 
United States and other non-Kyoto 
nations. And when consumers 
decide that the more fuel-efficient 
vehicles are more attractive options 
for their pocketbooks, the Big Three 
American automakers will be forced 
to make cars that comply with 
Kyoto rules just so they can com- 
pete with the imports. And thus the 
domino effect begins. 

It's already happening. Japanese 
automakers are now marketing 
fuel/electric cell “hybrid” vehicles 
whose performance ratings contin- 
ue to climb. The only thing keeping 
these hybrids from grabbing more 
than a niche market share is their 
cost—and, of course, as the 
automakers produce more of them, 
the prices will drop. 

And when will more hybrids be 
needed? As fuel prices continue to 
rise and the need to save at the 
pumps outstrips the extra dough 
that’s added to the sticker price. Of 
course, conventional wisdom says 
the higher fuel prices rise, the bettes 
it is for Alberta's eeonomy. But as 
they rise, fuel efficiency will become 
the consumer watchword, which will 
influence industry; imports created in 
countries that are Kyoto supporters 
will rise in popularity and, eventually, 

«gas prices should crash hornbly. 

Indeed, a bleak economic pic- 
ture is being painted for Alberta. 
But because the international mar- 
ketplace should guarantee Kyoto 
success, it really is pointless for the 
Alberta government to continue 
wasting taxpayers’ money on bat- 
tling Ottawa. What needs to be 
done is to accept that the market- 
place will change. In 2003, it’s time 
that economic diversification 
became Alberta‘s top priority. 

The marketplace of the future 
demands it. @ 


By CHRIS WANGLER 


How much would you pay? 


Nothing illustrates the idiocy of “as 
seen on TV” gadgetry better than the 
Flowbee. This “most revolutionary hair- 
cutting device” (which looks like a yel- 
low-and-black industrial vacuum hose) 
remains the only home haircutting sys- 
tem that you can hook up to an ordi- 
nary vacuum cleaner. Why a vacuum, 
you ask? Simple: to eliminate the 
unseemly cleanup associated with other 


Ti +he 
DANcINg 
Bug 


THE NATION OWES A GREAT DEBT 

OF GRATITUDE TO LUCIFER, PRINCE 

OF DARKNESS, FOR HIS MANY YEARS 
OF PATRIOTIC 


IT'S BEEN A PRIVILEGE TO 
SERVE WITH SENATOR 
SATAN ALL THESE YEARS. 


(that is, inferior) products, such as a 
comb and scissors. Let the buyer 
beware, though: to achieve the ideal 
haircut—presumably of the Beetle Bai- 
ley variety—one must master a sucking- 
and-cutting process that’s as mysterious 
as the Immaculate Conception. 

Stupid idea, right? Well, not really. As 
of this year, Texas-based Flowbee Inter- 
national,-which also hawks its product in 
Europe and Japan, has racked up more 
than $2.2 million in sales and even 
spawned a popular—albeit equally 
ridiculous—spinoff, the Flowbee Pet 
Groomer. In other words, those fabled 
operators continue to stand by—undeni- 
able proof that ASOTV diehards will truly 
buy anything, especially if it comes with 
a 60-day, money-back guarantee. 

Now the Flowbee and its ilk are the 
focus of a charming new book, As Seen 
on TV: 50 Amazing Products and the 
Commercials That Made Them 
Famous. Only those raised by wolves will 
fail to recognize such timeless classics as 
BluBlocker Eyewear, Nordic Track, Chari- 
ton Heston Presents the Bible, Tae-Bo, K- 
Tel Records and the Garden Weasel. In a 
series of glossy two-page spreads, 
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authors Sam Stall and Lou Harry explore 
the incredible histories, unforeseen uses 
and weird pop culture convergences of 
some of the most idiotic yet financially 
viable products ever created. 

As you might expect, the ASOTV 
universe is populated with some bona 
fide marketing geniuses. Take early 


pioneers Ed Valenti and Barry Becher, _ 


pitchmen for the shoe-slicing Ginsu 
knife, or Joseph Pedott, the visionary 
who marketed the Clapper and the 
Chia Pet. Such early innovators were 
followed by a new generation of 
celebrity tele-charlatans who crammed 
the cablewaves when the FCC relaxed 
its commercial broadcasting regula- 
tions in 1984. Although the book 
leaves one with new appreciation for 
some familiar faces (“Juiceman” Jay 
Kordich, Suzanne Somers, Tony Rob- 
bins), it also includes some unpleasant 
reminders of altogether unnecessary 
entertainers (from hobo crooner Box- 
car Willie to the sorority exhibitionists 
of Girls Gone Wild) and unstable fitness 
gurus (Richard Simmons, Susan “Stop 
the Insanity” Powter). 

The undisputed king of ASOTV is 
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Ron Popeil, the charis- 
matic and inventive 
owner of Ronco. For- 
merly a successful sales- 
man at the 
Woolworth’s flagship 
store in Chicago, Popeil } 
scored his first TV hit 
with the Veg-o-Matic 
manual food slicer. 
Over the last 30 years, 
he has marketed such 
TV bestsellers as the 
Ronco Smokeless Ash- 
tray, the Ronco Food 
Dehydrator (and 
Yogurt Maker and Beef 
Jerky Machine), the 
Pocket Fisherman and, 
most remarkably, For- 
mula GLH #9, coloured 
spray-on hair for bald- 
ing men. A millionaire 
many times over, fg 
Popeil remains a suc- 
cess even in a market 
dominated by home 
shopping channels like QVC and HSN, 
which didn’t enter the game until the 
mid- to late 80s. 

“Ron Popeil has something to 
teach us all,” co-author Sam Stall says 
over the telephone from Indianapolis. 
"The second | got on the phone with 
him he was telling me about the 
Showtime Rotisserie and BBQ.” Stall’s 
interview with Popeil, a “bonus gift” 
in the book, offers a surprising 
glimpse a visionary “who could sell 
space heaters in Hell.” 

Stall, whose next project is called 
Dirty Words of Wisdom, is not alone in 
his unusually fair opinion of Popeil. 
Several years ago, Malcolm Gladwell 
presented a highly sympathetic por- 
trait of Popeil in an award-winning 
New Yorker profile—unexpected praise 
for a man who is often lumped in with 
his sycophantic infomercial audiences 
and ingratiating co-hosts. It comes as 
little surprise, then, that some of the 
Ronco entries in As Seen on TV read as 
unintentional hagiography of the mas- 
ter and his “incredible inventions.” 

The authors are less forgiving of 
other products, With tongue firmly in 
cheek, they blast the Dean Martin 
Celebrity Roasts, the Turbie Twist and 
Carleton Sheets’s Real Estate Invest- 
ment Training. And one can only won- 
der about the efficacy of Bloussant, 
the breast-enhancing pills that cost 
$800 for a 12-month supply. But after 
much careful research, Stall, who 
swears by OxyClean for his own 
home, assures me not only that 
almost all the products in the book 
work—at least for as long as the nov- 
elty lasts—but also that most home 
shoppers are satisfied with them. 

Omissions, sadly, are inevitable in a 
book of this nature, which runs to a 
mere 150-odd pages. Stall was apolo- 
getic about the exclusion of one of my 
favourites, a vacuumizing bag system 
(whose name, sadly, escapes me), as 
well as the Ronco Bottle and Jar Cutter, 
designed to transform the homeliest of 
bottles into a beautiful decorative vase. 
Nor do the authors speculate on the 
tise of ASOTV mall outlets, which strikes 
me as the kind of development suitable 
for treatment in a book of this nature. 

Quibbles aside, As Seen on TV 
remains one irresistibly cool book. Part 
guidebook, part Consumer Reports and 
suffused with the sort of irreverence 
you'd expect from people cool 


enough to write such a book, it will 
long remain the ultimate reference 
work on the esoteric subject of TV 
direct marketing. The book design, 
flawlessly cast in gaudy ‘80s colours, 
nicely complements the product pho- 
tos, TV stills and celebrity head shots 
scattered throughout. And if that 
weren’t enough, delightful bonus 
gifts, including the tempting “AS 
SEEN ON TV PARODY SHOWCASE,” 
further sweeten the pot. Act now. © 
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Rolling in their graves 


Ricky Jay’s gamble 
pays off with a 
book about his 
dying dice 
collection 


‘BY PAUL MATWYCHUK 


ilmgoers know Ricky Jay as 
F:: stocky, bearded, pock- 

marked guy with the 
baggy eyes who seems to show 
up in every single movie David 
Mamet and Paul Thomas 
Anderson have ever made. For 
Anderson, he’s played a TV 
producer (Magnolia) and a cam- 
eraman (Boogie Nights), but for 
Mamet, his range of roles has 
been somewhat more limited, 
having played a con man 
(Heist), a con man (House of 
Games) and a con man (The 
Spanish Prisoner), Those roles 
hint at Jay’s true calling— 
namely as perhaps the world’s 
foremost practitioner of close- 
up magic. His off-Broadway 
shows, including Ricky Jay and 
His 52 Assistants and the recent 
On the Stem (which was direct- 
ed by Mamet), have played to sold- 
out audiences, and his wonderful 
history of magicians, memory 
artists and other offbeat vaudeville 
entertainers, Learned Pigs and Fire- 
proof Women, occupies an honoured 
place upon my bookshelf. 

Jay has a new book out entitled 
Dice: Deception, Fate and Rot- 
ten Luck, and while it uses the 
same droll, mock-scholarly tone as 
his stage shows and his earlier 
book (modelled, one assumes, on 
the spiels of sideshow barkers and 
medicine-show performers), the 
real attraction this time out are the 
fascinating photographs by Rosa- 
mond Purcell. Jay commissioned 
Purcell to take 
some pictures of 
his enormous col- 
lection of vintage 
dice, which now sits decaying in 
the drawers of Jay’s study. 

And I use the word “decaying” 
literally: from the 1870s to roughly 
the 1950s, most commercial dice 
were made of celluloid, a substance 
developed by a resourceful English- 
man named John Wesley Hyatt 
that quickly became popular as a 
cheap, versatile substitute for ivory, 
tortoiseshell and horn and which 
was also used to manufacture of 


everything from guitar picks to | 


piano keys to motion-picture film 
to dice. Celluloid dice, Jay writes, 
remain stable for decades, where- 
upon, without warning, they begin 
to crystallize, crack and even 
implode as nitric acid gets released 
from deep within each die’s interi- 
or. The results are weirdly beautiful: 
some of the dice crumble into a 
lumpy white mass, like sugarcubes 
left out in the rain or squares of 
feta cheese. Some change colour 
from a translucent brown to a foul- 


EAGLE 


ion, Fate & Rotten Luck 


looking shade of turquoise that 
seems to be taking over the die 


* from the inside out, snaking out 


from behind the pips like a sinister, 
chalky paste. Some are so warped, 
due to the cotton bursting out of 
them, that you’d think they were 
underwater as you looked at them. 
Others have simply splintered into 
shards as if someone has hurled 
them against a concrete wall. 


A graveyard full of bones 


Purcell’s afterword is a surprisingly 
eloquent meditation on the nature 
of fate and the frailty of all things, 
not just living creatures. “So frag- 

ile,” she writes, “I 

had to use tweez- 

ers to lift them, so 

powdery and 
odiferous I tried not to inhale their 
noxious fumes—the precarious 
condition of the dice enhanced 
their intrigue. Manufactured with- 
in each type to be as precisely 
identical as possible, each die has 
undergone a series of chemical 
changes and is now an original— 
one of a kind. No longer signifi- 
cant as numerological devices in a 
game of chance, the dice are 
nonetheless still subject to the laws 
of chance, which drive their indi- 
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vidual dramas of volatile decay. 
Each die, on its inexorable course 
to extinction, might at any 
moment go up in smoke or fall 
apart in the afternoon sun.” 

Jay, for his part, contributes a 
series musings on the history of 
dice (they’re much too short to 
deserve to be called “essays”) from 
prehistory to the present day with 
citations from everything from The 
Mahabarata to Robert Coover's 
novel The Universal Baseball Associ- 
ation, Inc., ]. Henry Waugh, 
Prop. And Jay's monograph is 
so full of stories of loaded dice 
and ingenious methods of 
shaving down and weighting 
the mystical cubes that you 
start to wonder whether, until 
John Wesley Hyatt came 
along, a single honest set of 
dice existed anywhere. 

It’s a strange phrase, “hon- 
est dice”—as if something as 
inanimate as a pair of dice 
could have a personality. But as 
you look at Purcell’s photo- 
graphs, each die really does 
seem to be, if not alive, at least 
following its own unique path- 
way toward death. “The-dice,” 
Jay concludes with a slightly 
ghoulish grin, “have never 
looked better.” © 
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Deaftrap 


If it’s stimulation you crave, you're in 
the right place—humans are the noisi- 
est creatures on the planet, and there 
are a lot of us here in the big city. Sonic 
bombardment has a caffeine-like 
appeal: it increases the heart rate, tens- 
es muscles and generally revs us up. 
But when it comes to your ear, using it 
can mean losing it. Unfortunately, hear- 
ing loss is one of those things that 
creep up on you over time. The ability 
to hear very high frequencies is first to 
go, so by the time the damage affects 
your ability to hear common sounds, 
the problem is highly advanced. 

You might get some protection 
from cheap drugstore plugs, but they 
tend to block more treble than bass 
notes, which are the most damaging. 
If you're a dedicated concertgoer, 
head to an audiologist for ER-15s, cus- 
tomized earplugs that cost $175, last 
for life, let through the higher frequen- 
cies and block the iower ones better. 
These aren’t just for rock fans, either. 
Audiologists say Mozart can hurt your 
ears just as easily as Metallica. 

There’s another trick. When loud 
music, pneumatic drills or subway 
trains intrude, try humming or 
singing. A small muscle in the middle 
ear called the stapedius will contract, 
creating a barrier between you and 
the sound. And if you know you're 
going to be bingeing aurally, seek out 
quiet in the days before. It will intensi- 
fy the experience and your ears will 
suffer less wear and tear. 

One piece of good news for those 


who like to crank up the volume is 
that research shows that the more you 
like whatever you're listening to, the 
less damage it will do. Apparently, 
enjoyment creates electrical activity in 
the brain that makes you less suscepti- 
ble to hearing loss. 

To catch changes in your hearing 
early, it’s a good idea to have an 
audiologist measure the very soft 
sounds emitted from your ear by the 
vibration of nerve endings. Subtle 
changes will show up long before 
you experience a change in hearing, 
so keeping tabs on your personal 
broadcast will give you an early 
warning of potential problems. 

Here is some further advice from a 
variety of experts on the subject of 
protecting yourself from hearing loss. 

“A lot of what hurts ears is the 
quality of the sound as well as the vol- 
ume. If the person mixing the sound is 
able to get a good hi-fi mix, it doesn’t 
have to be loud to be exciting. We 
need a certain volume level in a con- 
cert situation in order to feel involved 
in the music. We've lost the ability that 
once must have been normal when 
people had to pay close attention or 


they would miss the experience. Since ;— 


the ‘60s at least, we've been used to 
the music coming out to get us. The | 
part of your hearing that goes early is 
the high frequencies; that’s what 
allows you to hear if an instrument is 
in tune, for instance. Young people are 
exposed to more and more loud 
sounds, and it’s disturbing to think of 
generations of kids growing up with a 
reduced ability to hear one another.” 
—Bruce COCKBURN, MUSICIAN 

“Lower, beat-driven sounds are 
associated with an angry culture. 
Teenagers are drawn to them. They 
have a raw, immediate impact on the 
body and [express] a fascination with | 
death, adrenaline, sexuality—the life 
themes. You want a lot of impact and 
you want it fast; you want to con- 
dense the message. People who have 
difficulty listening are attracted to 
what's easier to access [and low fre- 
quencies like drumbeats are easier]. | 
But it’s [valuable to] keep yourself 
open to the full sensory experience. 
When I’m in the car, | put the bass 
low and the treble high. For a lot of 
pop or rock, when you do that there’s 
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nothing left. The recording is geared 
for bass—it's depleted in the higher 
range.” —MoRrANA PETROFSKI, ASSISTANT 
DIRECTOR, TORONTO LISTENING CENTRE 

“If you leave a venue and your 
hearing feels a little numb, you hear 
ringing or buzzing or feel pressure in 
your ears, these are signs you may 
have overdone it. Wait 16 to 18 hours 
before you re-expose yourself. If you 
go to a rock concert Friday night, 
don’t mow your lawn until Sunday. 
Rock has to be loud, but it does not 
have to be intense. Turning up the 


ence.” 


bass a bit fools listeners into thinking 
the music is louder than it is.” —Mar- 
SHALL CHASIN, AUDIOLOGIST 

“\f music becomes so loud that 
you can’t distinguish the pattern, the 
rhythm, the pitch, then the issue is 
not one of music but of loudness as 
an end in itself. In traditional societies, 
loudness is so dominant in possession 
music that it scrambles the senses and 
opens you up to other dimensions of 
reality. In rave music there’s an 
attempt to have this ecstatic experi- 
—DAviD TURNER, PROFESSOR OF 


ANTHROPOLOGY AND RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

“It's generally accepted that as 
you age you lose your hearing. But 
researchers have looked at people in 
remote areas who live a quieter life, 
and even into their 80s they have sig- 
nificantly less hearing loss than [peo- 
ple] in the more industrialized areas. 
The technology is available to make a 
lot of machines quieter, but they tend 
not to sell well because we equate 
power with loudness.’’ —Tommy 
CHOO, AUDIOLOGIST 

“When we come from a quiet to a 
loud place, the ear quickly comes in 
with a mechanism called a threshold 
shift. We're actually experiencing a 
form of deafness at that point. In 
noisy [potentially damaging] environ- 
ments, we end up saying, ‘It’s not that 
bad after all.’ Very loud music mas- 
sages our body; if we’re very numb, it 
can give us a sense that we're feeling 
something. If we surround ourselves 
with loudness, there’s also a chance 
we don’t want to hear what goes on 
inside us. We have to have tragedy 
before we allow ourselves silence as a 
culture.” —-HiLDEGARD WESTERKAMP, 
Wonrtp Forum For Acoustic EcoLocy 


By DAVID YOUNG 
anno JOHN TURNER 


The Edmonton Oilers ended their impres- 
sive winning streak with an equally unim- 
pressive four-game losing streak. The past 
week saw an overtime loss to the hated 
Vancouver Canucks (thanks to some timely 
calls by the referees) and another close loss 
to the Colorado Avalanche. At least 
Avalanche goalkeeper Patrick Roy didn’t 
get either a shutout or a goal during the 
Thursday game. Roy tried twice to score an 
empty-net goal against the Oil—and Mike 
York scored the most notable useless goal 
this season to spoil Roy’s shutout attempt. 


John: Although the Oilers head into the 
Christmas break on a four-game losing 
streak, things are still going well for the 
team. They're still holding on to a play- 
off spot in the very tough Western Con- 
ference, but the good thing about this 
losing streak is that they've managed to 
get two points in two overtime loses. | 
know those were games against divi- 
sion rivals but the Oil missed the play- 
offs by a point last year, so two points 
could make a big difference. 


Dave: Two points were never so impor- 
tant as they are right now. One game 
last year prevented a very hungry and 
competitive team from entering the 
Stanley Cup playoffs. The Western Con- 
ference has the better squads and mak- 
ing the playoffs is much tougher in the 
West. The Minnesota Wild, the Col- 
orado Avalanche, the Oilers and the hot 
Vancouver Canucks are all in contention 
for the Cup. All the talent seems to be 
in the Northwest Division. 


John: The biggest disappointment this 
last week would have to be Edmonton's 
performance against Colorado in Denver, 
a place where the Avs have had trouble 
winning this season, Colorado was with- 
out their two biggest stars with both 


Sakic and Forsberg out of the line-up in 
their first game with new coach Tony 
Granato behind the bench. Without 
those two star players Colorado is a very 
average team and Edmonton should 
have done better than the 2-1 loss. 


Dave: Granato is a weird choice for 
head coach of the Avs, but Mark Craw- 
ford and Bob Hartley were both con- 
sidered very under-qualified for their 
head coaching jobs when they were 
hired. Maybe Pierre Lacroix (GM of the 
Colorado Avalanche) would rather 
have coaches he can control. Either 
way, Granato has a tough job ahead of 
him. Hartley won a Stanley Cup behind 
the Avalanche bench and had a win- 
ning record but still got the axe. The 
worst part of this whole deal is that 
Peter Forsberg now has a head coach 
who considered diving a big part of his 
game and will now get a pat on the 
back for pulling his usual stunts. 


John: ESPN Classics was showing the 
World Junior Championships from the 
early ‘90s this past week and a friend 
who was watching those games shared 
an interesting story about a game 
between Canada and Sweden circa 
1992 which Canada ended up win- 
ning. The story involved Peter Forsberg 
and Alexandre Daigle; Forsberg drew a 
five-minute match penalty after rolling 
around on the ice in apparent agony. 
After the penalty was called he jumped 
to his feet and skated to the bench. | 
guess some things never change. 


Dave: Some teams play to the refer- 
ees and others don’t. Peter Forsberg 
could be one of the National Hockey 
League players that stands out 
amongst the rest for hard work and 
tough play but can’t dodge a reputa- 
tion as one of the league’s worst 
divers, The refs played a huge role in 
both of the Edmonton/Vancouver 


matchups in the last two weeks. 
Stephen Walkom will not get many 
Christmas cards from Oiler players after 
his decisions in the Oiler/Canuck 
games. The way the referees made their 
calls in the previous games between 
Edmonton and Vancouver you'd think 
the new Canuck third jerseys would fea- 
ture black and white stripes to honour 
their new allies. Maybe referee 
Walkom’s name could be added to the 
Canucks’ roster in recognition of his 
contribution to the team’s success. 


John: What can | say about Saturday's 
loss to Vancouver that head coach 
Craig MacTavish and most of the Oiler 
squad haven't said already. It’s the sec- 
ond time in as many Saturdays that 
Walkom has ruined a great game. The 
game was fast-paced with two excellent 
skating teams exchanging chances at 
both ends. Edmonton had so many 
opportunities but couldn’t get the puck 
past Petr Skudra and even managed to 
hit the post a few times. To see them 
come back with less than five minutes 
to go and tie it was just a great feeling. 
But what was up with the call on Oiler 
defenceman Steve Staios in the over- 
time that gave the Canucks the five-on- 
three man advantage? 


Dave: There was a time when Oiler 
fans felt there was a conspiracy against 
Edmonton teams achieving success in 
the National Hockey League. The offi- 
ciating in the last two Canucks games 
gives some credence to the paranoia. 
One thing remains true—I pity anyone 
who wears a Canucks jersey on Boxing 
Day and is too loud and boastful about 
their home team. | watch European 
football and I’ve always considered 
Edmonton sports fans too kind and 
considerate when fans of the visiting 
team wear the other team’s colours at 
Skyreach. If you cheer for the oppos- 
ing team, keep it to yourself. I'm no 
fan of violence, but if you're sitting in 
Skyreach, cheer for the Oilers. If not, 
you'll be dealing with 16,0000-odd 
angry fans who should be mad at you. 
A rivalry has developed that reminds 
me of the old Calgary Flames/Edmon- 
ton Oilers days. But | hope the Boxing 
Day game doesn’t get ugly. @ 


The only hassle 
at Castle Mountain 
is when there’s 

no snow 


y down south of here rises 
a little resort with a big 
name. Take a five and a half 


hour drive from Edmonton to just 
west of Pincher Creek and you’re 
there at Castle Mountain. It’s been a 
tough start for the hill this year with 
a total lack of snow forcing Castle to 
remain closed—and if these condi- 
tions persist through the Christmas 
holidays, it may be devastating. One 
saving grace, though, is that they 
have no on-hill accommodations cry- 
ing the blues, so the bill can be split 
many ways amongst the 150 share- 
holders who own the resort. But with 
no snow this year, what I relate to 
you is from seasons past. 

Castle has received a bit of a bad 
tap about their windy slopes and, 
although they can get some serious 
high wind conditions, the gusts gen- 
erally don’t last and the conditions 
left behind are usually incredible. The 
beauty of this is that the high winds 
that rocket through the Crowsnest 


VME 


Pass come up through the valley and 
drop huge amounts of snow on the 
windward side of the Rockies, which 
is exactly where Castle lies. We expe- 
rience this scenario on one of our 
road trips last year; as we were driving 
up from Pincher Creek on a Monday 
afternoon, there was a long line of 
cars coming out of the Castle. We 
arrived to witness the chairs rocking 
back and forth in the gale and the 
“closed for the day” sign was posted. 
We did note that the top of moun- 
tain, at an elevation of 1,000 meters, 
was a white out and that usually 
bodes well for the next day. Were we 
glad we stuck around for the extra 
night as champagne powder stashes 
were the next day’s highlight and a 
“snorkel recommended” lift sign was 
really true to form. 


Learning curves 


It must be noted that there isn’t a lot 
of beginner terrain here. Except for 
the learning area at the base and one 
long green winding road the rest is 
intermediate and steep pitches for 
skiers and boarders with some experi- 
ence under their belts. As expected, 
locals and regulars just love this. It’s 
never crowded and deep powder runs 
can be taken repeatedly without fear 
of being skied off. Another factor that 
keeps the hordes away is the absence 


of a quad chair, but that’s about to 
change with the opening of some 
new intermediate terrain called Haig 
Ridge. Particularly sweet on our day 
was gliding down a steep pitch called 
Siwash, which led us directly into the 
Glades of Weasel and Backwoods. 
Next we moved across on the Skyline 
traverse and for a moment thought 
we had headed into a western set as 
signs like High Plains, Drifter, Blazing 
Saddle and Desperado pointed to the 
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chutes below. All were ominous but 
in superb condition and the thighs 
took a pounding that day. 

Castle is definitely a skier’s dream 
when you're a little short on finances. 
Lift tickets last year and again this year 
are only $40 and if you're making a 
trip out of it, hotels in Pincher Creek 
have some great stay and ski packages. 
$55 to $65 will get you a bed, break- 
fast and a ticket to the slopes for the 
day. If you do the math you know that 
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Subaru Legacy was rated "Best in Class" six times in the 
Automobile Journalists Association of Canada (AJAC), Car of the 
Year Awards. These prestigious awards are a remarkable 
to Legacy's engineering excellence and outstanding quality. 
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Castle downs 


bed isn’t setting you back a whole 
lot—or are you paying for the bed and 
getting free skiing? 

Although they’re not there yet 
this year, Castle has a history of 
incredibly deep snow conditions, so 
if you’re holding off right now, keep 
checking the weather in the 
Crowsnest Pass area. If you see a 
storm brewing, book your trip. Go 
to www.castlemountainresort.com 
for more into. @ 
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Let it blade | 


Snowblades help 
carve out a whole 
new dimension to 
skiing experience 
‘By COLIN CATHREA — 


66 j: I keep this up, I’m going 
to need new gloves,” I 
yelled to Brian. It was my 
first excursion on a pair of snow- 
blades and I had been banking big 
wide turns for the last few runs, 
dragging my inside hand on the 
snow almost every turn. With no 
poles to hold onto and lots of edg- 
ing power, the blades were starting 
to feel more comfortable with each 
turn. At first they felt a little 
unnerving due to their unfamiliar 
length (less than a metre each), but 
after I got a sense of the balance 
point, I found myself on a steep 
learning curve. The blades are also 
very sharp (or at least they should 
be) and they will hold a strong 
turn—up to a point. After you reach 
the “breakpoint,” hang on; when 
they release you're gonzo. But that’s 
the fun! And big arcing turns are 
just the start. Tree, trails, bumps 
and yes, even powder skiing are all 
a whole new experience on blades. 
I've met people from all age 
groups who love using snowblades. 
Recently I spotted a family of four, 
all on blades. Mom told me it’s a 
great way to keep the family togeth- 
er. “The kids love the little trails 
that wind through the trees,” she 
said, “and these allow us to follow 
and have fun.” They spent the day 


in the glades on Marmot's Eagle 


Ridge wiggling their way down the 
mountain. 

On my snowblade test run, how- 
ever, I wanted to test their limits a 
little more rigourously, so I took a 
hike to the powder above the Knob 
chair. It quickly became apparent 
that you need a steep slope to blade 
powder. If you get up speed, you can 
turn much more easily. Next up 
were the narrow chutes in Charlie’s 
Bowl, which I found I was able to 
negotiate differently from how I 
would on skis. You need to slow 
down and make sure you don’t get 
too far forward or sit back. Skis may 


equipment 


forgive you these mistakes, but on 
blades you'll go down quick. (At 
least on blades, you can just pop 
back up and away you go.) Bumps 
have to be handled in a similar fash- 
ion, as getting off-balance will send 
you down. But blades are a blast— 
especially in terrain parks, which are 
ideal for learning all types of 
maneuvers, including jumps, flips, 
grabs and spinning. 


The wisdom of Salomon 


Salomon was the first company to 
manufacture high-quality blades, 
but K2, Atomic and a couple of 
independent companies are now 
selling good products as well. 
Salomon seems to have the best 
combination of quality and selec- 
tion. The bindings are easily set 


clipping the heel down in various 
adapter holes along the side of a 
rubber plate in the centre of the 
blade—in fact, most go from chil- 
dren’s sizes to adult, so the entire 
family can trade and swap one 
pair. They also make blade boots 
that are lighter and make it easier 
to balance when you are spinning 
and tricking. Add an upper deck 
that raises you off the blades for 
greater angulation and the sky’s 
the limit. 

For those of us here in Edmon- 
ton who like to head out to the 
local hills every now and again, 
blades add a new dimension to the 
skiing experience. (I found them 
especially helpful recently when I 
was teaching a five-year-old to ski 
for the first time.) Let me repeat: 
they are not a toy. These babies 
carve, and with a fast base you're 
flying before you know it. I’m very, 
very glad I was wearing a helmet the 
first night I tried them in the terrain 
park at Rabbit Hill. © 


By HART GOLBECK 


Take two Aspens and ... 


Every year in December, the ultimate 
test of endurance for skiers is held in 
Aspen, Colorado. The rules are simple: 
ski the most laps of a predetermined 
run/course in a 24-hour period and 
you’re the winner, gathering the 
largest portion of $25,000 in prize 
money. The course is 4.3 kilometres 
long with a vertical drop of more than 
one kilometre. Canada’s Chris Kent, 
a.k.a. “Superman,” still holds the 
record after completing 83 laps in 


1991. This year ex-Olympian Casey 
Puckett finished first, completing 63 
laps in a time of two hours and eight- 
een minutes. As for the rest of the 
time, more than 20 hours were spent 
riding the gondola to the top. Some 
interesting race facts are: 

1. Racers get no bathroom breaks 
and use Ziploc baggies lined with kitty 
litter while in the gondola. 

2. On average a racer will con- 
sume eight gallons of hot Powerade 
(yuk!) and five gallons of water. 

3. Racers have been clocked skiing 
in excess of 150 kilometres per hour 
and rotate up to five pairs of skis 
through the ski tech department. 


Go to heli 


Mike Wiegle has opened up his Blue 
River-based Heli Ski operation for the 
season. Located in northeastern B.C., 
you travel right through it on the Yel- 
lowhead highway. We may not have a 
lot of snow here, but the Caribou and 
Monashee mountain ranges have about 
a meter of fresh powder on a two-meter 
base. It is pricey, costing about $1,000 
for an all-inclusive day. Call 1-800-661- 
9170 if you've got the dough. © 
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Ice in a lifetime 


So far it’s been a rather cruddy winter: 
freeze, melt, freeze, melt. Even when 
the temperature has gone below zero, 
it hasn't been low enough to let the 
snowmakers really get down to busi- 
ness. However, despite the lack of 
snow, you can actually improve or test 
your carving skills by riding on ice (or 
“hardpack,” as the resorts ever-so- 
pleasantly like to call it). 

Certainly, the first step to riding 
ice is to have a properly tuned board. 


panorama 


mountain village 


It is absolutely impossible to ride on 
ice with dull edges, since you will not 
be able to stop, let alone hold your 
carve. Beyond razor-sharp edges, 
making sure your board is properly 
waxed will keep it from drying out, 
being shaved down and killed many 
seasons before its time. 

The best gear to use on these con- 
ditions are alpine boards—you’d be 
surprised to see what conditions the 
pros have to ride through at some 
events—but alas, most ordinary board- 
ers haven't invested in an alpine board 
simply because of the limited number 
of uses you can put them to. Freeriding 


LOOK 76 


boards are superior to freestyle because 
the longer edges will require much less 
effort on your part. So if you've got a 
quiver of boards to choose from, 
choose the one that’s longer and stiffer. | 

Adjusting the forward lean on your | 
highback so that you have a greater tilt | 
towards your toes will make a massive | 
improvement in riding on sketchy 
slopes. This means you'll need to make 
much smaller motions in your knees in 
order to tip your board faster from 
edge to edge—and not only will you be 
smoother but you'll also save plenty of 
energy. 

As you ride, centre your weight 
straight over the riding edge and keep | 


pressure directly between your bind- 
ings to avoid any skids. Keep weight 
transfer to a minimum and take it 
easy—unlike other conditions, aggres- | 
sive riding on ice is actually counter- 
productive and will guarantee you 
won't win any races. © 


By COLIN CATHREA 


Pole position 


Have you ever noticed the different 
kinds of pole plants out there? If you 
use the wrong one for a certain turn, 
you may wind up in trouble. In upper- 
end skiing, the pole plant is a very 
important part of the turn. Its timing 
and position have a drastic effect on 
the rhythm and flow of every turn. 
Even when a World Cup slalom skier is 
blasting through the gates, they will 
attempt to pole plant every turn. The 
type of pole plant you use depends on 


| two main factors: speed and terrain. 


In short radius and bump skiing, 
the pole plant occurs right at the end 
of your turn. If your line through the 
bumps is correct, the pole should be 
planted somewhere on the uphill side 
of the mogul. As your skis come down 
on the snow and you absorb the com- 
pression with your knees, the pole 
should be firmly stabbed into the 


eye 


mogul. This is a critical timing ele- 
ment in bump skiing. It could be that 
even if you’ve watched mogul mash- 
ers, you might have missed this key 
timing element. 

The second type of pole plant is 
for long and medium radius turns. 
These turns require a smooth, gentle 
transition. Rather than an abrupt 
jammed planting action, a smooth 
swing of the pole as the turn finishes 
creates the timing mechanism that we 
use to un-weight the skis and start the 
new turns. Touch the pole lightly and 
swing the pole with your wrist only, 
keeping your arms and hands out 
front where they belong. 

| can’t count the number of stu- 
dents with bad planting habits I’ve 
seen. One problem in correcting these 
“bad planters” is the number of times 
they have reinforced the problem. It 
takes time to correct. A common habit 
is to plant the pole and ski by it. This 
causes all kinds of trouble. It makes you 
twist the upper body, get on your 
uphill ski, sit back, skid the turns, and 
on and on. It’s the old hipbone con- 
nected to the leg bone thing. One bad 
habit can completely disrupt your ski 
technique. Plant your pole with a hinge 
action only at the wrist and you will 
leave your upper body in the balanced 
neutral position it should be in. Try tak- 
ing a run or two without your poles 
and you'll soon find out how important 
they are to keeping your balance and 
body position in the way you feel com- 
fortable. Poles actually help in balance 
similar to the way a long pole helps 
balance a high-wire walker. © 
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Ski, snowboard and play hard-this package gives J {;o; 


you 3 nights lodging, including New Yea Eve, $ ; 


and unlimited skiing or riding. You'll be 
per person 


SnowZone 


at the Pine Inn, centrally located for the 
and the celebrations to ring in the New 
Based 


499-SNOW 


SAIPANORAMA COM 


yn double occupancy 


YEARS 
"best of" issue! 
Pius Chutes & 
The Dangers of Skiing 


skipanorama.com 1-800-663-2929 
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The Condition Report 


Rabbit Hill - 55cm base, Ocm of new snow, 4 lifts/5 runs open 
Snow Valley 60cm base, All lifts open, no new snow, 90% of runs open 


Alberta 

Sunshine - 75cm base, Ocm of new snow, 12 lifts 65 runs open 

Lake Louise - 81cm base, 40cm of snow, All lifts open 

C.O.P - 55cm base, Ocm of snow, All lifts open 

Wintergreen - Opening TBA 

Fortress - 30cm base, 4/47 runs open 

Marmot/Jasper - 45-60cm base, 26cm of snow, 32/75 lifts 

Nakiska - 45-55cm base, 43cm of snow, 2/5 lifts 10/32 runs 

Mt. Norquay - 40-75cm base, 12cm of snow 9/28 runs, 4/5 lifts open 
Castle Mt. - 20cm base, Ocm of snow, on 24 hour stand-by 


B.C. 
Silver Star - 101cm base, 71cm of snow, 4 lifts and 16/100 runs open 

Big White - 99cm base, 28cm of snow, 4/13 lifts and 20 runs open 

Apex - 63cm base, 18cm of snow, 3 lifts and 13 runs open 

Sun Peaks - 96cm base, 208cm of snow for the season, 7 lifts and 20 runs open 
Fernie -90cm base, 20cm of snow 

Kimberley - 50cm base, 50cm of snow for the season 

Panorama -50cm base, 81cm snowfall, 8 lifts and 12 trails open 

Fairmont - 30cm base, no new snow 

Kicking Horse - 83cm base, 22 cm of new snow 

Red Mt. - 127cm base, 51/83 runs 

Whitewater/Nelson - 137cm base, 3cm of snow 

Powder Springs - 76cm base, 251cm of snow all season 


U.S.A. 
Big Mt - 83cm base, 119cm of snow all season 

49 North - 30cm base, Ocm of new snow, All lifts open 

Mt Spokane - 15cm base, Ocm of snow, NO lifts or trails open 

Big Sky - 78cm base, 7-10cm of new snow 

Red Lodge Mt - 101cm base, 197cm of snow all season 

Maverick Mt Ski Area - Opening TBA 

Schweitzer Mt - 93m base, O0cm new snow 

Sun Valley - 106base, 134cm of snow all season 

Lookout Pass - 30cm base, no new snow, 11 trails and 2 runs open 
Silver Mt Resort - 38cm base, 0 cm of new snow 

Teton Pass Ski Area - Opening Dec.26 


All conditions accurate as of Dec.23, 2002 
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Feces | Offer you a chance to 


852-4749 


a | WIN a trip for two to 
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eas 
Comfort. Convenience. Red Arrow offers Business Class Service — more 
legroom, laptop plug-ins, fold-down tables, downtown-to-downtown 
pickup and dropoff, private seats, plus complimentary snacks and 
drinks. It's a relaxing environment perfect for getting the job done. 
Make productivity your driving force and travel Red Arrow. 


SINGLE + DOUBLE ROW SEATING * ADVANCE SEAT SELECTION * CORPORATE 
RATES * FOLD-DOWN TABLES # LAPTOP PLUG-INS » CAR RENTAL 
Daily express passenger and parcel service between Calgary, Red Deer, Edmonton and Fort McMurray 


recd/arrow motor coach 


Maid... manhattan 


To Win send your daytime phone number 
EMAIL: ski4two@vue.ab.ca FAX: 426-2889 


Reservations / information 1.800.232.1958 www.redarrow.pwt.ca 
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New Years | 
- 
Party 


* Drink Specials + 

* Dinner Specials - 

* Free Party Favours - ’ 
+ Free Champagne @ Midnight - 
* $5 Advance / $10 @ Door: 

* Live on stage - Connor's Road - 


& 


"Just 10 minutes 
from anywhere?" 


4926-98th Ave 
440-2233 


Dec 27 & 28 
Connors Road 


Discover Cree Muushalteers ‘B 


Winner of GFA "Best French Food" 


62 fiVE 


Live Entertainment New Years 


"Tom Traubert Trio" 
10416 - 82 Ave. 437-4239 


Empire Building 
Downtown 
10117-101 Street 
425-6151 


* a minimum charge 
will apply 


NOW OPEN 
SUNDAY NIGHTS 
5 pm - 10 pm 


ae . 


Friday, December 27". 
Bill Jamieson 


Badass Jack’s (7 locations in Edmonton and area. 
Call 468-3452 for location nearest you, or visit 
www. badassjacks.com) 


Booster Julce (9 locations in Edmonton and area) 
Come experience a warm, upbeat atmosphere with 
healthy, energizing, fantastic tasting smoothies! $ 


Café Mosalcs (10844 Whyte Ave., 433-9702) A 


wide variety of home-made, healthy meals, featur- 
ing many selections for vegetarians. $ 


Oriental Veggie House (10586-100 St., 424- 
0463) Edmonton's only totally vegetarian restau- 
rant. Non-smoking. $-$$ 


Polo’s Cafe (9405-112 St., 432-1371) Eclectic & 
sophisticated. We invite you to experience our cui- 
sine. $$ 

Route 99 Diner (8820-99 St., 432-0968) 50's 


diner with an abundance of memorabilla, a jukebox 
playing ‘SOs music and a great variety of food. $-$$ 


Turkish Donair and Kebab (10332 Whyte Ave., 
434-6597) $ 


Bagel Bin Bakery & Bistro (#226, 6655-178 
St., 481-5721) A little piece of Europe in the heart 
of Edmonton. Hearty homemade soups, grilled 
Italian sandwiches, caffe latte and cappuccino, 
fresh crusty breads, bagels, luscious pastries and 
tortes... Need we say more? $ 


en (Baseline Rd. & Cloverbar, Sherwood 
Park, 417-1911) Specialty bagels and cream 
cheeses made fresh in our ery. Caffe latte, cap- 
puccino, breakfast and deli sandwiches, desserts, 
ice cream. Open 7 days a week. Bagels and spreads 
at Old Strathcona Farmers Market on Sat. $ 


Bee Bell Bakery (10416-80 Ave, 439-3247) 
Baking over 400 fresh items daily. From bread, 
bagel and buns to cakes, pastries and pies. In old 
Strathcona for 46 years! Cash and cheques only. $ 


Buns and Roses Organic Wholegrain Bakery 
(6519-111St., 438-0098) Allergy-free baking. 


Tree Stone Bakery (8612-99 St., 433-5924) 
Artisan bread shop making pain au levain (true 
French sourdough). $-S$ 


Bistro Praha (10168-100A St., 424-4218) The first 
European café since 1977 and still the only one. $$ 


Café De Ville (10137-124 St., 488-9188) Located 
in Old Glenora, offering a diverse and eclectic 
menu in a warm and inviting atmosphere. (Check 
out the full menu at cafedeville.com) $$ 


Café Select (10016-106 St., 423-0419) Offering 
lunch, dinner and late night dining in a relaxed 
atmosphere for over 14 years. French style cuisine, 
seafood, steaks. $$-55$ 


Carole’s Café & Catering (10145-104 St., 425- 
1824) Creative, comfortable, accommodating. 
Offering a diverse menu of fresh French and Italian 
food in 2 warm and inviting atmosphere. $-5$ 


Dante's Bistro (17328 Stony Plain Rd., 486- 
4448) Enjoy our diverse menu in our bistro or on 
our rooftop patio. $$ 


Four Rooms (#137 Edmonton Centre, 102 Ave. 
& Rice Howard Way, 426-4767) Casual dining in 
an upscale environment, featuring a unique inter- 
national tapas menu. $$ 


Jax Bean Stop Coffee & Bistro (Seven locations 
in Edmonton, 478-0480) Visit one of our locations 
and enjoy a Euro breakfast, lunch or sample our 
huge selection of desserts. Daily specials available. 
Exclusive supplier of “Rocky Mountain Roasters” 
custom roasted gourmet coffee. Smoking and 
non-smoking. $ 


La Plazza Bistro itallano (10458 Whyte Ave., 
433-3512) Specializing in home made thin crust 
pizza, grilled Italian sandwiches, focaccia, calzone, 
soups, unique pastas and Italian gelato. § 


Manor Café (10109-125 St, 482-7577) 
Remarkable location, flavour and service. Great 
prices on dishes from around the world. $$ 


Matess Urban Bistro (8223-104 St, 431-0179) 
The first European bistro since 1996 and still the 
only one. Radegast on tap. Only smoking. $$ 


Nina’s (10139-124 St, 482-3531) Sophisticated, casu- 
al elegance, Live music Fridays and Saturdays. $-$$ 


Riverside Bistro (Thornton Court Hotel, 99 St. and 
Jasper Ave., 945-4747) Experience casual but Gite 
atmosphere with continental flavour and enjoy the 
most mamicent river view. Lunch, dinner, Sunday 
brunch. Reservations recommended. $-$$ 


Russian Tea Room (10312 Jasper Ave., 426- 
0000) Best cheesecake in town. A quiet and 
romantic atmosphere; candlelight at night to 
warm your heart. $-$5 


Stormin’ Norman’s (#29 Perron St., St. Albert, 
460-1699) Cozy bistro offering appetizers, fresh 
salads, steaks, seafood, pastas. Cappucinos, lattes 
and desserts. $-5$ 


Sweetwater Café (12427-102 Ave., 488-1959) 
In the heart of Old Glenora, delicious, health-con- 
scious dishes made fresh. $-$$ 


Tasty Tom's Bistro & Bar (9965 White Ave., 437- 
5761) Find a taste explosion on the other side of the 
tracks, Let our chefs Tom and Christian entertain you 
for lunch, dinner or a late night snack, $-$$ 


Aroma Borealis (Coopers & Lybrand puis: 
211, 10130-103 St., 944-9603) Designer sand- 
wiches, latte, sap cetys great coffee, and fabu- 
lous desserts by Skopek’s Bake Shop. $ 


Bennys Bagels Café on Whyte (10460-82 Ave., 
414-0007) Come for breakfast, lunch, or for a latte 
of cappuccino after a night out. Check out our 
patio for the hot summer days. $ 


Bohemla Cyber Café (11012 Jasper Ave., 429- 
3442) Comfortable surroundings, enjoy our array 
of productivity and entertainment software over a 
chai latte or a bow! of Mexican tortilla soup. $$ 


Café Amandine (8711 Whyte Ave., 465-1919) 
Featuring fine french cuisine—quiches, tortes and 
crepes. Poked and pastries. Take out catering. Live 
music Thursdays $ 


Café La Gare (10308A-81 Ave., 433-5138) 
Smoke-Free. Licensed and offers a pinning medley 
of culinary delights and fresh baked goods, $ 


Café Lacombe (10111 Bellamy Hill, The Crowne 
Plaza, Chateau Lacombe, 428-6611) The finest in 
fusion cooking. Best breakfast and lunch buffets in 
town. $5$ 


Café Lila’s (10153-97 St., 414-0627) In the farm- 
ers market. Grilled sandwiches, daily specials, 
European desserts and specialty coffees in a smoke 
free environment. $$ 


Café on Whyte ee Ave., 437-4858) 
Open 24 hours on Friday and Saturday, Plenty of 
parking. Breakfast and lunch specials. Come and 
enjoy our quiet and friendly atmosphere $ 


Calabash Café (10630-124 St.., 414-6625) 
Creative Caribbean cooking in casual yet comfort- 
able atmosphere. lunch, dinner or late night 
snacks. Come for the food, stay for the party! $-S$ 


Cappuccino Affair (4 locations, 482-7166) 
Friendly staff, home-like atmosphere, fireplace. 
Light breakfast, lunch or night-time snack. $ 


Click Here Café (10805-105 Ave., 423-4002) 
Open 10 a.m. till 3 a.m.. The place that no one 
knows about, but everyone goes to. $ 


Expresslonz Café, Market & Meeting Place 
(9142-118 Ave., 471-9125) Homestyle cooking in 
a friendly and creative atmosphere. Live music, 
artists giftshop, special events. Licensed. $ 


Jazzberrys Too Café (10116-124 St., 488-1553) 
Good home-style cooking in a relaxed environ- 
ment. Smokers always welcome. $ 


Market Café (16615-109 Ave., 930-4060) Fast, 
fun and for the family. Featuring daily breakfast, 
lunch and dinner buffet and a delightful a la carte 
menu. Non-smoking. $-$$ 


Muddy Waters Cappuccino Bar (8211-111 St., 
433-4390) Great eats and drinks in a comfortable 

atmosphere. Daily liquor and food specials. Open 

till midnight. Catering. $ 


NetWerks Internet / New Medla Cafe (8128- 
103 St., 909-5871 Gourmet, fresh sandwiches 
made to order. Smoking $ 


The Pomegranate 8614-99 St., 433-8933. 
European style café with espresso bar, selection of 
loose teas, Tree Stone baked goods. Light fare, 
beyond ordinary. $ 


Savoy's Gourmet Health Café (11010-51 Ave., 
437-7718) South Indian culsine, vegetarian menu, 
sandwiches and soups for under $3.99. Fruit and 
vegetable juice bar. Non-smoking. $ 


Steeps (12411- Stony Plain Rd., 488-1505) The 
original tea café. Huge selection pt pena loose 
tea. Sit, sip and savour! Great gift ideas, awesome 
desserts and light lunches. Non-smoking. $ 


Sugar Bowl (10922-88 Ave., 433-8369) The eso- 
teric and eclectic café. Full espresso bar, fresh bak- 
ing daily. Daily hot specials. Live entertainment 
Friday nights. $-5$ 


Sunterra Market (Commerce Place, 201, 10150 
Jasper Ave.,426-3791) Muffins and pastries freshly 
made at our on-site bakery. Non-smoking, $ 


Urban Grind (101 24-124 St. 451-1039) Come 
and try our Fresh Fruit Bubble Drink in our eclectic 
atmosphere. Variety of specialty coffees, mouthwa- 
tering desserts, homemade soups and sandwiches 
made fresh when ordered. Open until 2 a.m. 
Mon.-Fri, Smoking, $$ 


ers and mugs of ale. 5 


Century Grill & Lounge Sze Caldeny Trail 
South, 431-0303) Lunch, dinner, cocktails. Upscale 
dining serving many grilled Canadian specialties. 
Private dining room, restaurant, lounge and two 
outdoor patios create Edmonton’s most sought- 
after destination. $$$ 


Sas Restaurant (14915 Stony Plain Rd,, 443- 
3221) A great mix of all your favourites for the 
entire Hei Breakfast to dinner, an eclectic mix 
with something for everyone. $ 


David's Restaurant & Lounge (8407 Argyl Rd., 
468-1167) Featuring AAA Alberta beef and a great 
patio. $$ 


Denny’s (multiple locations) More than a great 
breakfast. Open 24 hours. Licensed. $-$$ 


Deviin’s (10507-82 Ave., 437-7489) Now serving 
lunch specials. All soup and sandwich combos for 
$6.95. Also half price happy hour on drinks and 
food daily. $ 


Fife n’Dekel (9114-51 Ave., 436-9235, 10646- 
170 St., 489-6436, 12028-149 St., 454-5503) Best 
sandwich award winners in the Vue Weekly 2000 
Golden Fork Awards. Non-smoking. $$ 


The Garage Burger Bar and Grill (10242- 
106 St., 423-5014) Best homemade burgers 
with daily lunch specials at student-friendly 
prices. Smoking. $ 


High Level Diner (10912-88 Ave,, 433-0993) 
Wholesome and health-conscious. Known for their 
tasty veggie burgers. Non-smoking. $5 


Keegan’s Restaurant (8709-109 St. & 12904-97 
St., 439-8934) Open 24 hours every day. Breakfast 
served all day. Affordable homestyle meals. 5 


’s Café (6, 10015-82 Ave., 414-6040) Best 
breakfasts and lunches on the south side. Cheap 
prices! Open till 3:30 p.m. daily. $ 
Loule’s Submarine (8109-104 St., 431-0897) In- 
store fresh baked bread. Soups and salads. 
Catering business and social lunches or dinners. $ 


Maxwell T’s (7230 Argyll Rd., 463-7106) ‘AAA’ 
Alberta Beef—steak and prime rib extraordinaire. 
Private dining rooms available. $$ 


The Motoraunt (12406-66 St., 477-8797) 
Extraordinary food in an extraordinary place. $ 


Oscar’s Steakhouse & Dell (10020-1014 Ave., 
990-1043) Steak, seafood and Edmonton's finest 
smoked meat sandwiches. $$ 


Pradera Café (10135-100 St., 493-8994) Prime 
rib Fridays. Chateaubriand Saturdays (carved table- 
side). Snare (7am-2pm): New & improved $14 
breakfast buffet. $5 


Precinct 55 (5552 Calgary Trail S., 432-5550) 
Red eye breakfast, Wednesday wing night, Sunday 
smorg, homemade cooking. Licensed, Happy 
hour, smoking. $ 


Rosle’s Bar and Grill (10604-101 St, 423-3499) 
Nothing fancy, but sensible home cooking without the 
frills. Non-smoking restaurant with smoking lounge. $ 


Shecky’s (7623 | Rd., 426-8983, #100, 10130- 
103 St., 424-8657) Real food, real fast. Terrific Italian 
dishes. Soups/salads/sandwiches made from scratch. 
Call ahead for reservations. Smoking. $ 


Squires Pub/Starvin’ Marvin’s (10505-82 Ave., 
439-8594) We invite you in for daily and monthly 
specials, as well as happy hour from 4-8 pm. 
(www.squirespub.com) 


Staccato’s , Stew and Chill Bar (9082-51 
Ave., Southgate Mall, Commerce Place, 466-5062) A 
Canadian fresh food company, serving the best 
soups, stews and chilis by Canyon Creek Soup 
Company. No MSG or preservatives. Non-smoking. $ 


The Tea House (52404 Range Rd, 221, 
Ardrossan, AB, 922-2279, 922-6963.) Country 
fresh foods for lunch, dinners or breakfast. 
Antiques, local arts and crafts and unique gifts to 
browse around. Breakfast and lunch $; dinner $-$$ 
Non-smoking. 


Temptationz Night Club (10045-109 St, 441- 
9944) Our kitchen opens for business at 11:00 am 
and is open until 7:00 pm. We have great open- 
grill food as well as pastas and Carribean cuisine 
Via N'JOY catering. $$ 


Unheardof Restaurant (9602-82 Ave,, 432- 
0480) Over 17 years of operating a fine Gialiey 
establishment in a newly renovated building. Non- 
smoking. $$$5 


Urban Lounge (8103-105 St., 439-3388) For 
lunch, dinner or late night fare, experience whole- 
some homemade burgers. $ 


The Village Café (11223 Jasper Ave. 488-0955) 
Serves homemade gourmet dishes bp pAted by red 
seal chefs on site. Specializing in prime rib, 
seafood, pasta and stirfries. Non-smoking. $$ 


Cajun House (7 St. Anne St, St. Albert, 460- 
8772) Worth the drive to sample some of the best 
jambalaya and gumbo in the province. $$ 


Da-De-O (10548-82 Ave., eee) Funky-style 
restaurant in an old-style diner on Whyte Ave. 
Smoking. $$ 

Loulsiana Purchase (10320-1171 St., 420-6779) 
Higher-end style of cooking from the bayou and 
great atmosphere. Non-smoking. $$ 


Barb & Ernie's (9906-72 Ave., 433-3242) One of 


the best Mom and Pop operations in the city. $5 


Billlards Club (2 fi. 10S05-82 Ave., 432-0335) 
Rack ‘em up and chow down, with heaps of burg- 


Blue Willow (11107-103 Ave., 428-0584) Great 
food, great service and great non-smoking atmos- 
phere. $$ 


Double Greeting Wonton House (10212-96 
St,, 424-2486) The rock ‘n’ rollers choice, Try a 
spicy long donut with rice roll or a curried chicken 
platter, washed down with a fine sago concoction. 
Smoking. $ 

Man‘s Café (12520-118 Ave,, 452-3672) A super 
stop for a variety of tasty treats. Make sure to try 
the Oriental stirfry. Smoking, $$ 

Marco Polo (#206, 9700-105 Ave., 428-3388) 
The classiest Chinese restaurant in Edmonton. 
Smoking. $$ 

Noodle Noodle (10008-106 Ave., 422-6862) The 
best dim sum in Edmonton, Non-smoking. $$ 


Ample appealing 
appetizers await all 


y sister's very thoughtful— 
NE: apparently, a big fan 

of cheese. For the second 
time in the last couple of years, my 
girlfriend and I received a beautiful 
gift basket for Christmas from 
Paddy’s International Cheese Market 
on Whyte Avenue thanks to big sis. 
You don’t get that call very often— 
“Yes, David, we have a cheese basket 
waiting here for you.” Nonetheless, 
it’s awesome, loaded up with all 
kinds of cheese (camembert, chevre, 
something called Irish 
Dubliner...), bread, wine 
and even a few treats. 

The timing of the bas- 
ket's arrival couldn’t have 
been better, too. With peo- 
ple coming over this week, 
I've been trying to come up 
with some different appetizers to 
serve. Looks like cheese is the theme 
because I recall how long it took the 
two of us to polish off the basket 
last time—I was eating cheese daily, 
and man, that will catch up to you. 


That’s pore-sonality 


In my quest to drum up 
appetizer ideas, I put a call 
into my sister-in-law Leona 
(not to be confused with 
gift-giving sister Maria— 
sorry for the family tree les- 
son here) who runs an 
extremely popular tea room back in 
Ontario. Leona’s got personality 
oozing from every pore and when 
the struggling business went up for 
grabs, she jumped in and made it a 
true hot spot in the neighbourhood. 
Besides the great service, she makes 
great food and certainly knows her 
share of dainty starters. 

The first one is freakishly simple 
but perfect for this time of year. You 
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take some high-end cracked black 
pepper crackers (say that a few times 
fast) and top them with a mixture of 
cream cheese and chopped parsley. 
The parsley not only adds some 
extra flavour, it’s very colourful, and 
when you add a small scoop of some 
sweet red pepper jelly you have a fes- 


Rerele) dite 


tive little cracker app that people 
will truly dig. “We do that one at the 
tea room all the time,” says Leona, 
assuring me it’s a winner. 

Here’s another easy one. On the 
stovetop, begin to caramelize some 
onions, while adding some chopped 
up dates to the mix. When it’s all 


cooked up, spread the stuff over a 
store-bought pizza shell that’s already 
pre-cooked. You top everything with 
some Swiss Gruyere cheese and 
smoked mozzarella. Pop it in the 
oven for a few minutes or until the 
cheese is all melted up, cut into small 
pieces and there you go. (Leona says 


this tastes like it has bacon in it, 
though there’s no meat to be found.) 

Let’s stay on the caramelized 
onions theme for second, shall we. 
And why not? Sweet, tasty 


‘caramelized onions rule, and for this 


next app what you want to do is take 
small amounts of the onions and 
place them in mini pre-baked pie 
shells, along with a cheese of your 
choice. Mix Some eggs and whipping 


4 
fy 


Wr 
“f iefiyr2 
te 
q re 


cream together and pour the mixture 
into each individual shell, engulfing 
the onions. Then you bake the suck- 
ers for about 10 minutes at 350 and 
you have these baby quiches. “Two- 
biters,” as Leona says. 


Lovable little fritters 


couple things here—one, include an 
app that doesn’t require cheese, and 
two, make sure my ma has some say 
in all of this. Since | was a kid, my 
mother made these Italian-style frit- 
ters every Christmas Eve. My God 
were they always a hit. I remember 
one cousin that would park himself 
in front of the plate and pop them 
back like it was his Last Supper (hope 
that Christianity reference 
didn’t offend). My ma 
called these gooey things 
“fritellas” and the two types 
she made were shrimp and 
apple. You need to do the 
batter first, which requires 
you to mix an envelope of 
yeast with half a cup or so of luke- 
warm water and a touch of sugar. Let 
that sit for about 10 minutes and 
then add about another cup of water, 
a few beaten eggs, some salt and 
flour. How much flour really depends 
on the consistency of the mixture— 
you don’t want it gummy but it can’t 

N be too thin either. You let 
§ the batter sit again for a 
. while and then heat up 
some oil for frying. Ma uses 
sunflower oil because it 
doesn’t tend to stink up the 
joint as much as, say, veg- 
etable oil. Like I said, she 
made shrimp fritters (do any seafood 
type last) and apple fritters, but you 
can really use anything, like cauli- 
flower, broccoli or something freaky 
like eel, just like they did back in 
Italy when mia was a child and learn- 
ing how to make the fritellas. 

One problem with the latter for 
my mother—she was/is petrified of 
snakes, so the eel never went over 
too well with her. @ : 
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Shangri-La Restaurant (14927-111 Ave, 487- 
6868) Authentic Chinese and Thai cuisine. Rice 
and noodle dishes, meat entrées, appetizers, 
desserts. $$ 

Xian Szechuan (10080 - 178 St., 484-8883) 
Delicious selection of authentic Szechuan dishes. 
Non-smoking. $$ 


CHlantro’s on 111th (10322-111 St., 424-6182) 
Wide selection of dishes from kiwi mussels to 
blackened catfish or mini rack of lamb. $$ 


David's (8407 I Rd., 468-1167) Speseizing 
in Alberta beef dishes on the south of the town. 
‘Smoking in the lounge. $$ 

Franklin's Inn Dini Room (2016 Sherwood 
Dr., Sherwood Park 467-1234) All-day breakfast 
and a great selection of all your favourites. $-$$ 


The Grinder (10957-124 St., 453- 

1709) 20 years old but under new management. 
Also lounge and games room. Smoking in the = 
lounge. $-SS. 

Mayfield Grill (1665-109 Ave., 930-4062) Casual 
dining in an elegant atmosphere, extensive menu 
for lunch and dinner, best Sunday brunch. 
Smoking in the lounge. $$ 

Richle Mill Bar and Grill (10171 Saskatchewan 
Dr., 431-1717) Century old fieldstone walls create 
@ cozy atmosphere in which to enjoy a variety of 
dishes or relax during happy hour 4-6 p.m. 
Smoking. $$-$$$ 

Sidetrack Café (10333-112 St.,421-1326) 
Whether you like succulent steak, decadent eggs 
Benedict in the a) or late night chicken 
wings, the Sidetrack Café kitchen will do it for you. 
Smoking in the lounge. $-$$ 

Teak Room (16615-109 Ave., 484-0821) Enjoy 
a fine dining experience with gourmet dishes 
prej by our award-winning chefs. Non- 
smoking. $$$ 

Turtle Creek Café (8404-109 St., 433-4202) 
Continental-style bistro with good variety of 
dishes and pizza, stirfries, pasta and more. Non- 
smoking. $$ 


Jalpur (3005-56 St, 414-1600) A small establish- 
ment with great cuisine. $$ 

Jewel of Kashmir (7219-104 St., 438-4646) 
Discover a place that’s out of this worid. Designed 
to capture the excitement and glamour of India. 


Khazana (10177-107 St., 702-0330) Authentic 
Tandoori cuisine in one of Edmonton's most ele- 
gant dining rooms. Smoking in the lounge. $$ 


New Asian Village (10143 Saskatchewan Dr., 
433-3804) Cooking at its best from the subconti- 
nent with a great panoramic river valley view. 
Smoking. No minors. $ 

i House (9777-102 A Ave., Canada Place 
poreoun ), 425-0193) Veg and non-veg curries 
with choice herbs, the secret to the intoxicating 
flavour of Indian cuisine. $ 


Continental Treat (10560-82 Ave., 433-7432) 
Enjoy excellent European cuisine in an elegant yet 
mortable atmosphere. Non-smoking. $$ 


Madison’s Grill (Union Bank Inn, 10053 Jasper 
Ave., 423-3600) Unique historical building; upscale 
regional cuisine with a European influence. Non- 
smoking. $$$ 

Restaurant Moskow (104, 14315-118 Ave., 
455-7677) Try Russian dishes like borscht and 
meat dumplings in the warm atmosphere and lis- 
ten to Russian music. Non-smoking, Lunch $, 
Dinner $$. 

The Russian Tea Room (10312 Jasper Ave., 426- 
0000) Romantic, quiet restaurant in the heart of 
downtown. Best cheesecake in town. European 
and Ukrainian cuisine. Palm readings daily. Non- 
smoking and smoking. $$-$$$ 


The Blue Pear (10643-123 St., 482-7178) Open 
Weds-Sat. The Blue Pear serves a French style 
course Pie fixe menu that changes every two 
weeks. The current menu can be viewed at 

ue Do peaecr ie Reservations are highly rec- 
ommended. $$$ 


La Boheme (6427-112 Ave., 474-5693) A rare 
establishment where the alchemy of the surround- 
ings, food, drink and service combine to create 
something approaching the art of living well. $$$ 


Café Amandine (8523-91 St., 465-1919) Fine 
French cuisine. Entertainment on Friday and 
Saturday. Non-smoking. $ 


The crepes (10220-103 St, 420-6656) Award- 
winning Edmonton institution without haute price. 
Non-smoking. $ 


Three Muskateers (10416-82 Ave., 437-4239) 
The heart of a French crepery with an adventurous 
soul! Traditional French fare and tantalizing spe- 
cials served in a relaxed European atmosphere. 
Non-smoking. $ 

Normand’s (11639A jasper Ave., 482-2600) 
Whether you're craving a wild mushroom soup or 


have an appetite for wild same: we can fill your 
needs. It’s a country-French fare with an Alberta 


accent. Smoking in the lounge. $$ 


Grub Med Ristorante (17 Fairway Dr, 119 St. & 
37 Ave.) Edmonton's finest Greek restaurant. Open 


new years eve 


DOWNTOWN 


edmonton city centre 
(Have. entrafve) 


for texervatiors ph. 


426-ARMS (4767) 


start the evening witha 
fabulous four course dinner 
_, oF enjoy our 
special new years eve menu 


then join our 
new years eve party 
with 


brett miles 


ST. ALBERT 
28 mission ave. 


a 


460-6688 


start the evening with a 
fabulous five course meal 
two seatings: 


first seating 5-7 pm 
second seating 8 pm 


then join our 


new years eve party 


with 


bomba trio 


for dinner at S p.m. $3-$S$ 


It’s All Greek to Me (10127-1004 St, Rice Howard 
Way, 425-2073) Delicious spanakopita with fine Greek 
wines. Beautiful Greek atmosphere. Smoking. $$ 
Koutoukl Taverna (10704-124 St., next to Roxy 
Theatre, 452-5383) The most authentic Greek 
food in Edmonton, prepared by the original Yianni 
himself. Smoking. $$ 

Ss jum on Whyte (10439-82 Ave,, 2nd 
Floor. 433-7912) Innovative Greek cuisine in a 
beautiful open setting overlooking Whyte Ave. 
Non-smoking. $-$$ 


Sytaki Greek Island Restaurant (16313-111 
Ave., 484-2473) Visit the Greek islands in 
Edmonton. Smoking in the lounge. $$ 


Yiannis Taverna Restaurant (10444-82 Ave., 
433-6768) Authentic Greek food, belly dancing, 
and the friendly staff create a fun and boisterous 
atmosphere. Non-smoking. $$ 


Celll’s (10338-109 St., 426-5555) A great variety 
of pub food and drinks. Smoking. $-$$ 


The Druld (11606 Jasper Ave., 454-9928) The 
best pub food, drinks and Industry night in 
Edmonton. Features authentic Irish entrées and 
daily lunch specials. Smoking. $-$$ 


O'Byrne’s Irish Pub (10616-Whyte Ave. 414- 
6766) We serve a variety of pub food, all hand- 
made with care and pride. From our homemade 
fish ‘n’ chips to our near-famous Irish breakfast. 
Our menu changes daily, so please come in and 
indulge in the experience. Smoking. $-$$ 

Scruffy Mui Irish Pub (Whitemud 
Crossing, 4211-106 St, 485-1717) Traditional Irish 
fare plus pub favourites. Half-price appetizers dur- 
ing happy hour. Smoking. $-$5 


Allegro Italian Kitchen (10011-109 St., 424- 
6644) Italy comes to Edmonton, with great atmos- 
phere and even better food. $ 


Bruno’s Italian Restaurant (9914-89 Ave., 433- 
8161) Quiet, one of Edmonton’s best-kept secrets, 
Smoking. $$ 

Chianti (10501-82 Ave., 439-8729) Boticelli 
paintings serve as a nice backdrop in establish- 
ment offering the best pasta selections in town. $$ 


Eastside Marlo’s (2104-99 St., 488-8938) All you 
can ask for in Italian cuisine. $$ 


Hore Cantina Itallana (8715-109 St, 439- 
8466) Good, affordable, restaurant off campus. 
Non-smoking. $ 

Il Portico (10012-107 St, 424-0707) Trendy 
downtown restaurant with fresh imaginative dish- 
es. Non-smoking. $5$ 


Italian Kitchen Restaurant (69 Ave., 178 St., 
Callingwood Mall, 489-5619) Relaxing Italian din- 
ing. From pastas such as fettuccine lo to dish- 
es such as steak Diane. Non-smoking.$$ 

italix Ristorante Itallano (512 St. Albert Trail, 
St. Albert, 459-8090) Delicious homemade Italian 
food $$ 

La Spiga (10133-125 St., 482-3100) In the heart 
of High Street. $$$ 

The Old Spaghetti Factory (10220-103 St., 
422-6088) Heaping plates of spaghetti served with 
our patented thick, tasty sauce. Non-smoking. $$ 
Pappa’s (4702-118 Ave., 471-5749) A fine Italian 
family restaurant. Non-smoking. $$ 

Piccolino Bistro (9112-142 St., 443-2110) 
Beautiful, uncomplicated Italian fare in an appeal- 
ing environment. $$ 

Sicilian Pasta Kitchen(11239 Jasper Ave., 488- 


3838; 805 Saddleback Rd,, 435-3888) Two great 
locations, one mission. Great Italian cuisine. $$ 


Sorrentino’s (10844-95 St., 425-0960) In the 
heart of Little Italy, serves delicious authentic 


Italian fare. Non-smoking. $$ 

Sorrentino’s Whyte Avenue (10612-82 Ave., 
Varscona Hotel, 474-9860) Authentic Italian cook- 
ing. Tantalizing appetizers, pizzas, calzones, pasta, 
sandwiches and entrées, Smoking in the lounge. 55 
That's Aroma (11010-101 St., 425-7335) The 
garlic specialists, offering fine Italian cuisine. $$ 


Tin Pan Alley Pasta House & Winery (4804 
Calgary Trail South, 702-2060) Pasta by day, party 
by night! Edmonton’s hottest new restaurant for 
delicious and affordable pasta. Smoking in the 
lounge. $$ 

Tony Roma’s (11730 Jasper Ave., 488-1971) 
Great barbecue chicken and ribs with lots of food 
‘on your plate. Non-smoking. $$ 


Zenarl’s on 1st (10117-101 St., 425-6151) Enjoy 
eclectic Italian food in an intimate funky atmos- 
phere. Dinner or drinks, featuring live jazz every 
weekend. Wheelchair accessible. Non-smoking. $ 


Furasato (10012-82 Ave., 439-1335) Cozy restau- 
rant featuring a choice selection of meals from the 
Land of the Rising Sun. Non-smoking. $$ 

Byate (10128-109 St., 420-1750; 8701-109 St, 
414-6055) A varied selection of sushi & entreés, 
Try our tatami rooms. $$ 

Mikado (10350-109 St., 425-8096) The oldest 
Japanese restaurant in Edmonton for a good rea- 
son. Non-smoking. $ 

pe caieacres Culsine (10080-178 St., 487- 
8900) Authentic Japanese food. Extensive menu 
choices from sushi toi pan fried dumplings and teriya- 
ki beef or chicken. Open for lunch and dinner. $$ 


Korean Bul-Go-Gi Aeel 3-92 St., 466-2330) 
Authentic Korean style barbeque. Licensed & take- 
out. 


Valparaiso Latin Canadian Club (10816-95 St, 
425-5338) Great Latino food! Great Latino music! 
Open Thursday, Friday and Saturday at 7 p.m., 
Sunday at 3 p.m.. Free tango lessons on 
Thursdays. $ 


Parkallen Restaurant (7018-109 St., 436-8080) 
Multiple-award winning restaurant and menu. 
Authentic Lebanese cuisine offered in an elegant 
atmosphere. Large extensive wine list with rare 
Lebanese and French classics. Reservations recom- 
mended. $5-35$ 


Sahara Sands (8120-101 St., 433-3337) Try the 
best of Lebanese and Meditarranean food. $$ 


Tropika (6004 Calgary Trail S., 439-6699) 
Malaysian cuisine with eclectic style served for 
lunch & dinner. $$ 


Valentino’s Restaurant (Bourbon Street, West 
Edmonton Mall, 444-3344) Valentino's offers great 
food. Steaks, gourmet pizzas and pasta, with a 
touch of Mediterranean cuisine. Smoking and non- 
smoking. 5-55 


Julio’s Barrio (10450-82 Ave,, 431-0774) Hearty 
dishes in a trendy neighbourhood, perfect for your 
next fiesta. Non-smoking. $ 


open 


The Mongolle Grill (10104-109 St., 420-0037) 
Fun, creative Mongolian barbeque. You select the 
meats and vegetables, we'll prepare them. $$ 


Alain Patisserie (9925-82 Ave,, 988-9312) 
Quality French breads and pastries. Also serving 
sandwiches, quiches and specialty coffee. Non- 
smoking. $ 


Funky Pickle (10441-82 Ave., 10835-Jasper Ave,, 
17104-90 Ave., 433-FUNK(3863)) Best Pizza, 
Edmonton Journal Summer Reader Survey, 1996- 
99; Golden Fork Award, 1999-2000; Edmonton 
Journal four-star rating. $ 

Park Lounge & Sports Bar (Franklin’s Inn, 2016 
Sherwood Dr., Sherwood Park. 467-1234) “More 
than worth the Bee Sherwood Park's best pizza 
for over 15 years. Unbelievable daily specials to 
complement our full menul $-55 


Parkallen Pizza (8424-109 St., 430-4777) 
Multiple-award winning. Same owner/operator 
since 1986. Serving up Edmonton's finest pizza, 
Lebanese salad and donairs. $-$$ 


Pharos Pizza (8708-109 St., 433-5205) World- 
famous pizza since 1970. Made with fresh Ingredi- 
ents and no preservatives. Try our Popeye—it’s our 
speciality. We also offer small dishes for individuals. 
Non-smoking. $ 


Billy Budd's Lounge (99 St. & Argyle Road, 436- 
0439) We offer an extensive food menu, 5 draft 
lines and a large selection of beer favorites. For 
entertainment we have 3 pool tables, darts, 7 
VLT’s and a big screen TV. Smoking and non- 
smoking. $5 


Brewsters (11620-104 Ave., 482-4677) Extensive 
menu selection. 14 different s of beer brewed 
on site. Brewery tours available. Smoking. $$ 


Elephant & Castle (3 locations: 103 St. & Whyte 
Ave.; Eaton Centre, 3rd Level; West Edmonton 
Mall near Entrance #8) Your comfort spot; with a 
pres selection of British favourites—appetizers, 

urgers, salads and of course the finest British and 
Canadian beer and single-malt Scotch. Smoking in 
the lounge. $ 


Gallery Bar (16615-109 Ave., Mayfield Inn & 
Suites Hotel) Comfortable, cozy after-hours enter- 
tainment. ‘60s-’80s music at its very best Thur-Sat 
evenings. $ 


Martini’s Bar & Grill (9910-109 St, 424-7219) 
Enjoy our 25+ custom martinis, 15+ single-malt 
Scotch collection, evening steak sandwich specials 
and selection of craft beers all in an environment con- 
ducive to relaxation! Non-smoking restaurant. $-$$ 


Nathan's Pub & Grill (8930 Jasper Ave., 421- 
4446) Great food, large servings and value for 
your money. Smoking. $ 


Nicholby’s (11066-156 St., 448-2255) Great, 
eclectic pub fare. Sandwiches, wings, appetizers. $ 


Pub Paradise Sports Bar (4225-118 Ave., 471- 
3526) Edmonton's only Caribbean and continental 
sports bar. Featuring 11 flavours of wings and the 
best jerk chicken in the city. Daily specials. Sun, 
Mon: WWF Wrestling Nite; Wed: karaoke; Fri: 
Caribbean Night; Sat: Party Nite. $ 


Red Fox Pub (7230 Argyll Road, 465-7931) Our 
comfortable pub offers darts, pool tables coupled 
with a cozy fireplace in a relaxing setting, Sunday 
we offer happy hour all day, plus free pool. Non- 
smoking restaurant, smoking in the pub. $ 


The Sherlock Holmes Pubs (10012-101A Ave., 
8770-170 St., 10341-82 Ave., 5004-98 Ave.) For a 
taste of the good old times, come on in and t 

our British and continental menu. Recently revised 
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buds! Daily specials also ered) $35 fi 

The Windsor Bar & Grill (11702-87 Ave., 433- 
7800) We are open for lunch and dinner and fun 
all the time. Pizza is our specialty. Prices and fun 
‘can’t be beat! Smoking. q 

Yabbo's rard/ The Library (11113-87 
Ave., 439-4981) Our cp is Saturday and 
Sunday brunch. We're open for lunch, dinner and 
after work, to unwind and have fun. Smoking.$ 


Lighthouse Café (7331-104 St, 433-0091; 5506 
Tudor Glen Mkt, 460-2222) Our chefs prepare the 
freshest seafood in town. Lunch and dinner seven 
days a week. Patio, licensed. $$ 


as’ Fishermen's Grotto (9624-76 Ave., 
433-3905) Fine dining fish and seafood, featuring 
the seafood lover's feast for two. Brunch, lunch 
and dinner. Non-smoking. $$$ 


La Restaurante & Tapa Bar (10523-99 
Ave, 424-8272) The only Tapa bar in Edmonton! 
Delicious cuisine from Spain in a casual atmosphere, 
5 lizing in paella and sangria, 24 tapas avail- 

Great menu. The only place to go fora taste 
of Spain. Smoking in the basement lounge. $$ 


es 


Mirabelle’s (9929-109 St., 429-3055) One block 
north of the Legislative Balke, this contempo- 
rary restaurant Specializes in Alberta beef and 
seafood. Other choices include pasta dishes, lamb, 
buffalo, veal and fresh fish. The wine list offers a 
fine selection of wines by the glass or bottle. $$$ 


Von's Steak and Fish House (10309-81 Ave., 
439-0041) Alberta beef at its best and great 
seafood too. Smoking. $$$ 


Hy’s (10013-101A Ave., 424-4444) Great steaks in 
a great atmosphere. Non-smoking. $$-$$$ 


Yeoman’s (10030-107 St, 423-1511) The Beefeater’s 
steakhouse. Smoking in the lounge. 5$-$$$ 


Savoy (10401-82 Ave., 438-0373) Located in the 
heart of Old Strathcona this intimate lounge offers 
a beautifully simple dinner menu created by Brad 
and Cindy Lazarenko of Mise en Place Catering. It 
offers succulent dishes including an extensive tapas 
menu. Smoking. $$ 


BanThal (15726-100 Ave., 444-9345) Awarded 
certificate of authenticity by the Royal Thai 
Government with an atmosphere to match. Non- 
smoking. $$ * 


Bua Thai Restaurant (10049-113 St., 482-2277) 
Thailand’s distinct authentic cuisine of the new 
stylish restaurant In downtown Edmonton. $$$ 


The King and f (8208-107 St., 433-2222) The 
King is back! Amazing selection of dishes-spicy and 
flavourful. Good enough for the Rolling Stones. 
Non-smoking. $$5 


Krua Wilai Thal Restaurant (Sterling PI., 9940- 
106 St., 424-8303) Our cooks from Bangkok offer 
you the best and most authentic Thai food in 
Edmonton. Vegetarian menu available. Smoking. $$ 


Thal Orchid Restaurant (4005 Gateway Blvd., 
438-3344) Serving authentic Thai cuisine from 
Spm-9:30pm. Western breakfast & lunch served 
from 7:30-2pm. Non-smoking. $$ 


Thal Valley Grill (9403-98 Ave., 413-9556) Thai 
cuisine done to your liking (mild, medium or spicy 
hot!) by Sunita in the heart of Cloverdale. Nibble 
on Som Tum, savour wonderful Pad Thai and 
much more. You judge the quality. Enjoy your 
River Valley. Evening dining from 4:30 on. Non- 
smoking. $$-$$$ 


perogy House (12510-118 Ave., 454-7880) 
Pyrogies and cabbage rolls just like Baba used to 
mal lon-smoking. $ 


Max's Light Cuisine (7809-109 St., 432-6241) 
Great vegetarian dishes including delicious vegan 
entreés and desserts. $ 

Veggle House (10508-109 St., 423-4426), 
Vietnamese vegetarian cuisine. Bay lunch spe- 
cials, Open Wed-Sat, 11-10. Sun-Mon, 11-9. $$ 


Bach Dang (7908-109 St., 448-0288) Vietnamese 
noodle house. Non-smo! $s 


Oriental Noodle House (10718-101 St., 448- 

2068) Authentic Vietnamese food in a family-ori- 
ented environment. $ 

Tran Tran (1664 Bourbon St., WEM, 440-0070) 
In the heart of WEM, great Vietnamese food. $$ 


11 am - 2 pm A la Carte » Complimentary Valet Parking 
Reservations Recommended 
iWinnerofiBest Patio! 

coupe NinnerofiBestiPatio! 
fon) Plus 
AWARDS Wi of Be 
Me Weekenabench 
_& Restaurant for Lovers — 
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99th Street & Jasper Ave 
945°4747 
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HEALTHY 
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STPTOW-Chl, (OW Ft DALICASIES .. nclUDI: 


Blackened Chicken Salad){ Salmon 
Served with crusty bread with Caper 


Per Serving: 432 Calories « 4g Fal (7.9% calories from fat) Sauce 
Served with wild rice and 
vegetables or salad 


Per Serving: 164 Calo 
1g Fai G9.9% calories 
+ 


ee Se 


GD OVERTIN 
=HROILER G TAPROOKE= 


a 


1@5@04-ill ST. 


42571045 
WWW OVEDTIAE-EDA.COA 


PIZZA 73 
473-73-73 


20 [eee 


WOUEVVEEKLY 


Learn Online with 
Mount Royal College 


This winter, remove geographic barriers to your professional development. 
Take online or distance certificate programs through the Faculty of 
Continuing Education at Mount Royal College in Calgary. 


Rg sro 


Faculty of Continuing Education & Extension 


To register: 1-877-287-8001 


www.mtroyal.ca/conted 


Project Management 
Skills in project management are highly valued across all 
sectors, 

¢ Web: wwwacad.mtroyal.ab.ca/projmang 

© Info: (403) 240-6861 © E-mail: fmikkelsen@mtroyal.ab.ca 


Telecommunications 
Gain a comprehensive understanding of the complex world 
of telecommunications 

¢ Web: wwwacad.mtroyal.ab.ca/telecom/ 

# Info: (403) 240-6690 © E-mail: tdowsett@mtroyal.ab.ca 


Children’s Mental Health 
Health professionals, promote children's mental health, and 
better support children with mental health problems and their 
families. 
© Web: www. mtroyal.ca/cmhc/info « Info: (403) 240-6867 
* E-mail: cwhite@mtroyal.ab.ca 


Forensic Studies 
Courses are designed to give professionals breadth and depth 
of understanding in “living” forensic issues to enhance their 
practice and partnerships. Next course starts in September 

* Web: www.mtroyal.ca/forensic Info: 1-888-240-7201 

© E-mail: fore@mtroyal.ab.ca 


Other part-time distance delivery programs: 


Personal Fitness Trainer 
* Web; mtroyal.ca/conted/pft © Info: (403) 503-4896 
E-mail: tkorchmar@mtroyal.ab.ca 


Funeral Director & Embalmer 
¢ Web: mtroyal.ca/conted/fde » Info: (403) 503-4887 
E-mail: fde@mtroyal.ab.ca 
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Six degrees, 
no preparation 


Internet diploma 
mills give you 
virtual degrees that 
are virtually useless 


By KATE SILVER 


or a mere $1,100, I could be 
FF: Silver. Oh wait—tack on a 
few hundred extra, because if 
I’m getting my doctorate, it might 
as well be magna cum laude. And 
I’d like to be on the dean’s list. 
And, well, dad always wanted a 
doctor in the family. 
Now he can have one— 
schooled or not. The concept of sit- 


firm’s Texas-based answering 
machine, a representative called 
me three days later. “We give full 
credit for life experience,” he said. 
“We take your word on your expe- 
rience.” He was pleasant enough 
but frustrated by my questions 
about the program. I explained 
that I simply wanted to see a pam- 
phlet, something in writing, 
before making my decision. He 
insisted that they could provide 
nothing of the sort—only the 
degree. 

He did, however, indicate that 
when it came to issuing that 
degree, the University Degree Pro- 
gram could be unusually accom- 
modating. “Your graduation day 

corresponds to 


ting through class, 
taking tests and | your experience— 
learning has prac- bee education to blend in,” he 


tically become 

obsolete in our morally bankrupt, 
educationally deprived society. 
Why waste time and money on col- 
lege? For about $300, you can buy 
yourself a degree—or three, if you 
want—from hundreds of Internet 
sites dedicated to fattening your 
status. And their wallets. 

In the last two weeks I’ve 
received three copies of the same e- 
mail from a British-based company 
that calls itself the University 
Degree Program: “Obtain a pros- 
perous future,” it says, “money- 
earning power and the admiration 
of all. Diplomas from prestigious, 
non-accredited universities based 
on your present knowledge and life 
experience. No required tests, 
classes, books, or interviews. Bach- 
elors, masters, MBA and doctorate 
(Ph.D.) diplomas available in the 
field of your choice. No one is 
turned down.” 

It definitely deserved a phone 
call. 

After leaving a message on the 


told me, by which 
I guess he meant that if 1 wanted 
my degree to be dated 20 years 
ago, well, they wouldn’t tell any- 
one if I wouldn’t. 
Guess they didn’t realize I 
would. 


Getting edumacated 


Thanks to the Internet, degree mills 
are popping up everywhere. But 
they're nothing new. In the late 
1970s, the FBI launched DipScam 
(diploma scam), an operation run 
by a team of agents who investigat- 
ed such institutions in the United 
States. The team closed. numerous 
schools, sending their operators off 
for a stint in the Big House. But 
when Special Agent Allen Ezell, 
who headed up the operation, 
retired in 1992, DipScam was 
through. So, with no special task 
force, there’s even less oversight 
now than during the heyday of 

<nempreeamans 
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AND LIABILITIES THERETO 
ON THIS 7 DAY OF Mey 1997, 
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mail-order ministers. 

One vocal activist and former 
member of DipScam is Dr. John 
Bear, co-author of Bear’s Guide to 
Earning College Degrees Nontradition- 
ally and College Degrees by Mail and 
Modem, among other books. Accord- 
ing to Bear, 481 new Internet degree 
mills set up shop in 2001—an 
increase of nearly SO per cent over 
the year before. And it’s only going 
to get worse. “The essence of the 
problem,” he says, “is, are the peo- 
ple who buy these things really 
being fooled, or are they buying 
them for their own nefarious pur- 
poses?” He fears the latter. 

One of the main reasons these 
businesses continue to flourish lies 
in the difficulty of coming up with 
a legal definition of just what a 
degree or diploma mill is. While 
some of these places simply ask for 
money, others may require you to 
submit a dissertation before they 
Xerox off a doctorate. The situation 
gets sticky when there’s actual 
coursework done. Who’s to say that 
someone’s work doesn’t merit 
recognition? 

Bear also blames the media. 
Many nationally respected newspa- 
pers and magazines have no 
qualms about running ads for 
degree mill. And the Internet 
makes it even easier. Bear doesn’t 
see the problem decreasing any 
time soon. “Public attention and 
awareness is the only hope I see,” 
he says, “at least to the point of 
asking a few questions.” 


No experience necessary 


Most U.S, states and Canadian 
provinces have laws banning 
degree-granting institutions unless 
they're accredited. But that matters 
little in a time when Internet busi- 
nesses have all but dissolved geo- 
graphic boundaries. One of the 
more vexing aspects of degree mills 
is that they tend to operate in other 
countries. They request that you 
wire money through, or send it to, a 
P.O. box, which makes them very 
difficult to track down. 

On the hiring end, it may be 
another story, though. Often, it’s 
left up to individual business oper- 
ators to decide what degrees they 


will and will not accept. That’s 
where it gets scary—the main sell- 
ing point for many degree mill cus- 
tomers is their belief that their life 
experience has already “earned” 
them a degree. Some institutions 
insist, then, that they’re merely 
providing their clients a piece of 
paper that’s rightfully theirs in the 
first place. 

But when it comes to life experi- 
ence, your word is often all that 
matters. Degree mills don’t ask for 
phone numbers, addresses or refer- 
ences. For all they know, you're an 
eight-year-old kid who got hold of 
mom’s credit card, copied a résumé 
off the Internet and decided to be 
called doctor. The credit card all but 
guarantees you that title. 

Even more frightening is the 
profession that degree mills cater to 
most of all—nuclear engineers. 
“(Nuclear engineers] don’t need 
their doctorate,” Bear explains, “but 
they want to be called doctor and 
get their salary increase.” He says 
he’s also seen the fake degrees 
attached to such professions as 
heads of charities, neonatal nurses, 
burn-unit employees, medical doc- 
tors and surgeons—the list goes on 
and on. 


That’s why they call 
them credit cards 


To test the difficulty of getting a 
degree, I made some phone calls, 
filled out some applications and 
sent out some e-mails. And | discov- 
ered that, yep, a credit card can do 
just about anything. 

One of the schools I applied to is 
accredited by Distance Graduation 
Accrediting Association, whose web- 
site proclaims, “We do not seek 
approval from individual govern- 
ments, but operate beyond frontiers 
of national or cultural interest 
which we consider fictitious in this 
century of boundless international 
education resources.” 

To Dr. Stephen Barrett, board 
chairman of Quackwatch Inc., a 
nonprofit corporation that com- 
bats health-related frauds, the 
DGAA's self-description is simple: 
“That means they are not recog- 
nized in the United States and 
may not be recognized elsewhere.” 
Fair enough. 

I applied to the “school” using a 

SEE NEXT PAGE 
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THE PHANTOM PYRAMID 
Minister Faust 
Global African/HipHop 
Thursdays 

8PM - 10PM 


SMOOTH 

Tina Sparkle 
Nzyme 
House/Techno 
Thursday Mornings 
TAM - 6AM 


PULSE FM 
MC DEADLY 
Drum&Bass 
Fridays 

10PM -11PM 


ELECTROPROLAPSE 

Kuch 
Techno/House/france 
Friday Mornings 
3AM - 6AM 


CATCH THE BEAT 
spilt Milk 
HipHop/Breakheat 
Saturdays 

4PM =6PM 


FREQUENCY 

Eli & Prosper 
House/HipHop/DTempo 
Saturdays 

6PM -8PM 


SMOOTH 100 

Tina Sparkle 
Nzyme 

International & Guest DJ's 
Saturdays 

8PM - 10PM 


THE GLOBAL 

GROOVE CONNECTION 
DJ Shy-quy 

Acid Jazz/ 

Rare Grooves/Soul 
Saturdays 

T0PM - 12AM 


URBAN HANG SUITE 
Arlo Maverick 
HipHop/RnB/Soul 
Dancehall Reggae 
Saturdays 
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IMIAGINE 
FOCUS CREATE 
SUCCEED 


Job Pconiont Assistance, Student Loans oa Grants available 
Now Accepting Applications for All Classes Starting Soon 
YOUR CAREER SUCCESS IN 
MUSIC PRODUCTION, AUDIO ENGINEERING, SOUND DESIGN, 

MUSIC BUSINESS, DIGITAL FILM/ TV PRODUCTION & POST PRODUCTION 
BEGINS AT: 


TREBAS 


INSTITUTE 


CALL (604) 872-2666 


Suite 305 - 112 3rd Ave. 
Vancouver, B.C. 
www.trebas.com 


You know when it feels right - 
when you hit your form and 
you're in the zone. It's all about 
pushing your limits. 


bie oe 


Now accepting applications for Fall Programs 


1800 717 4112 


www.applied-multimedia.com 
info@applied-multimedia.com 


AMTC will challenge you to 
push the limit as we prepare you 
for a successful career in: 

° Web Design 

° Graphic Design 

¢ 3D Animation 

¢ Web Development 


Multimedia 


résumé I'd copied off of the Inter- 
net, listing my extensive (nonexist- 
ent) computer experience. I received 
a teply the next day saying my 
résumé had been approved—all I 
needed to do was enroll (i.e., give 
them my credit card number) and 
I'd be a doctor in-14 days. I declined 
enrollment. 

Some diploma mills aren't shy 
about admitting their purpose, 
either. At degrees-r-us.com you can 
get your degree in just 10 business 
days. Theirsite reads: “The Universi- 
ty has no campus, neither faculty 
nor student body. It exists on paper 
and on the Web and for that reason, 
the degrees will not be recognized 
by other. educational institutions.” 
This website is typical: They won’t 
disclose the name of the university 
that will appear on your degree 
until your cheque is in their 
hands—allegedly to protect the uni- 


Applied 


Training Centres 


‘WELCOMES THE NEM YERR IN 


A-GUZ LEARNDING GAN BE FUN... 


versity’s integrity. 

The DGAA program even has a 
budget diploma. It costs $200 (as 
opposed to the deluxe $385 bache- 
lor's degree) and it’s printed on 8 
1/2 x 11” paper rather than the 14 x 
11” one you get if you pay more. 
You can also order a complete B.A., 
M.A. and Ph.D package for $1,400. 

Degrees-R-us and gradu- 
atenow.com are actually accompa- 
nied by a disclaimer that reads: 
“These college diplomas are being 
distributed to boost your confi- 
dence and esteem. By ordering a 
diploma or transcripts, you are 
certifying that you will not misuse 
the diploma, the listing in the 
University’s records or any other 
improper use.” 

Obviously, $1,400 is a lot to pay 
for a boost of confidence. I hear a 
couple of shots of whiskey will do 
the same thing—for a lot less. © 


This article originally appeared in 
Las Vegas Weekly 
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verify that our circula- 
tion figures are facts, 
not claims, An ABC 
aise sone 
sound investment for 
advertisers. 

Not all publications 
are audited, but they 
should be. Because 
when advertisers ask 


“Is your circulation 
audited?” there’s only 
one answer. 
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“It is art that makes life and | know of no substitute for the force and beauty of its process." — Henry James 


a visual arts ol languages x writing, editing and publishing eo interior decorating 


make art and life this winter with a course at the University of Alberta, Faculty of Extension 
call 492-3093 or 492-9448 for your free course brochure or visit our website at www.extension.ualberta.ca 


Simply a BETTER Way to Learn! 


Start Training for the Career YOU want for 2003! 


e Multimedia Developer for the Internet (Adobe, Macromedia, CIW, HTML, 3D Studio 
Max) 

e Business Enterprise Developer (Programming, C++, Java, Oracle, Visual Basics) 

e Network Specialist (MCSE, CNA, A+, Linux) 

e PC Support Specialist (A+ Certification) 

e Medical Office Assistant with Veterinary Speciality 

e Medical Office Assistant with Unit Clerk Specialty 

e Customer Service / Call Centre Operator 

e Office Administration 

e Computerized Accounting 

e Business Entrepreneurial Applications 

e Administrative Assistant and More! 


Call Us Today! 
So 
Ss OF LEARNING 


www.academyofleaming.com 
Edmonton South 433-1717 
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More than 100 Career Training Centres across Canada 
Licensed in Alberta as a Private Vocational School 
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Edmonton City Centre 424-1144 West Edmonton Mall 496-9428 
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Socialist U of A 
lecture changes 
writer’s politics— 
but not the way it 
was supposed to 


_ By JAMES ASH 


efore I begin, I need to make a 
B:: things clear. I hate the IMF, 

think right-wing loonies cur- 
rently run the U.S government, and 
believe “globalization” is a polite way 
of saying world dictatorship of the 
rich. As far as I’m concerned, monop- 
oly capitalism in the form of bloated, 
unregulated multinationals really is 
responsible for a lot of the suffering in 
the third world. (The fact that many 
of these impoverished countries are 
run by corrupt scumbags that we keep 
propped up in power isn’t helping 
matters.) And I’m not thrilled to see 
people eating out of dumpsters or old- 
growth forests getting clearcut here at 
home, either. I think all these things 


Ever considered a career in education? 


Why not join the many graduates of Faculté Saint-Jean who are able to 


take advantage of the current severe shortage of teachers? 


Parlez-vous fran 
There is a need for teachers o 
sion classes...and our students are in demand! 


francophone and French immer- 


Faculté Saint-Jean can help you get a head-start 
to success with scholarships of $1,500 for students 
interested in pursuing a BEd (Secondary), major- 

ing in mathematics, science or French. 


Other programs proudly offered by 
Faculté Saint-Jean, the only French 
faculty in western Canada: 


ARTS ¢ COMMERCE e 


ENGINEERING (YEAR 1) ¢ SCIENCE % 
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are happening because a very tiny 
elite is obsessed with accumulating 
more wealth than they or their grand- 
children can ever use. 

So you can believe me when I say I 
walked into the International Socialists 
presentation at the U of A last week 
with an open mind. Yet by the time I 
left the humanities building an hour 
later I’d practically been transformed 
into a conservative. I was ready to 


education 


write for Alberta Report. 1 had to watch 
TV for an hour before I even began to 
hate our current society again. 

My problem with the I.S. and 
their spokesman for the evening, 
Ritch Wyman, is the same problem I 
have with a lot of radicals. They're 
very clear about what they’re against, 
and they have the courage and com- 
mitment to oppose it, which I admire. 
But they run into trouble when they 
try to answer two questions: how do 
we change the current system, and 
what do we replace it with? 


For Wyman, the answer to the 
first question is simple: revolution. 
He dismisses the possibility of 
reforming the system from within 
(“The rich will never let their wealth 
and power be voted away”), and 
thinks the workers of the world will 
have to unite and seize control. 

That solution scares the hell out 
of me, no matter how disgusted I 
may be with the current state of 
things. For one thing, armed revolu- 
tion won’t be much fun to be around 
for, particularly if you’re one of the 
people whose money is being “re- 
appropriated” by the masses. And his- 
tory has shown that revolutions 
usually end with those who were best 
at doing violence running the show, 
i.e, the biggest thugs. As in, meet the 
new boss, same as the old boss. 


What, you don't like militias? 


But even if the I.S. can get past that 
problem and pull off a bloodless rev- 
olution that ends with nice people 
reorganizing society, they’re awfully 
vague about what that society will 
be like. Their website talks about 
councils of workers’ delegates and a 
workers’ militia, phrases that have 
dreary connotations of five-year 
plans and great leaps forward. This 
tired old socialist rhetoric can’t help 
but also hint at darker things, like re- 
education camps and secret police. 

When questioned directly about 
the rights of the individual under a 
communist system, Wyman is coy. 
“} don’t have a crystal ball,” he says, 
before launching into a discussion 
of how the whole concept of indi- 
vidual rights will change as the rev- 
olution starts rolling. I get the sense 
that I won’t like the shape of the 
socialist future, and my suspicions 
were only reinforced by the air of 
zealotry that surrounds Wyman and 
some of the party faithful who 
attended the presentation. 


Karl Jr. 


What's sad about all this is that Marx 
does have something very important 
to say to the world of 2002, a point 
that, to his credit, Wyman managed 
to make as well—namely, that we 
have the ability to provide every sin- 
gle person on Earth with a decent, 
comfortable existence. To do it, we 
have to stop bowing before the altar 
of profit and think about the kind of 
planet we really want to live on. 

What the 1.S. needs to do is come 
up with a workable, humane plan for 
making this kind of world a reality, 
one that doesn’t involve putting a 
gun to anybody else’s head. And they 
need to get beyond the narrow Marx- 
ist worldview that sees everything as 
a struggle between those who do the 
work and those who pocket the prof- 
it. Philosopher Alan Watts argued in 
the ’60s for a society in which work 
itself was no longer compulsory, one 
in which machines did the vast 
majority of the jobs that are done by 
people right now; avant-garde econo- 
mists have all kinds of thoughts on 
how we could make this happen. It’s 
time someone started selling ideas 
like these. 

Maybe I’m dreaming. But if I 
am, I still like my dream better than 
the one about storming the barri- 
cades with the true believers. O 
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Y Afterhours hopes 
to take Edmonton’s 
nightlife to 

the next level 


By DAVE JOHNSTON 


ome people think that an 
Si club is the bottom 

rung of local nightlife, but 
Anthony Donohue has a different 
idea. The new proprietor of Y After- 
hours points out that dance culture 
was forced to beat a hasty retreat 
into the underground last year, but 
rather than settle for what has 
become the despicable norm in 
Edmonton, he decided to transform 
what could have been a Waterloo 
into a new beginning. 

“This place isn’t going to re-ener- 
gize the scene,” he says, “but it’s a 
start. The culture has been backed 
into a corner, and it can’t go any fur- 
ther back. The music started out in 
places like this; it ballooned into the 
mainstream and then tapered off, 
and this is where I hope the under- 
ground can grow and change again.” 

Opening this weekend in the old 
Therapy Afterhours space next door 
to the Rev Cabaret downtown, Y 
Afterhours promises to be a radical 
shift from people's traditional per- 
ceptions of all-night establishments. 
After a month of dramatic renova- 
tions which have kept Donohue and 
his crew busy for up to 12 hours a 
day, the new club is shaping up to 
be a departure in terms of design 
and attitude. “We want to add a 
touch of class over what's been 
offered in the past—something peo- 
ple won't be expecting,” explains 
Donohue. “Something clean and 
comfortable, not dark, dirty and 
imposing, and that’s the reputation 
that Therapy and other afterhours 
clubs have had over the years.” 

Donohue knows of what he 
Speaks. He started at Therapy four 
Years ago as a security guard, eventu- 
ally moving into the nightclub busi- 
ness as a bartender. He returned to 
Therapy as a house DJ, becoming its 
Manager just before the club bolted 
Up its doors in November. Donohue 
didn’t want to see the music disap- 
Pear, so he quickly moved on the 
Space with a new plan. 

He began with a clean slate. 
Everything from the dark walls to 
the inadequate plumbing has been 
done away with and replaced by 
brand-new fixtures and a painstak- 
ing attention to detail. Colour leaps 
from every corner, The seating is 


And sometimes Y 


David Johnston 


uys: Charlie Mayhem and Anthony Donohue have a new idea for the club scene 


comfortable and plentiful. The 
sound and light system is over- 
hauled. Even the name—a single let- 
ter whose shape suggests diverging 
points coming together—indicates 
new possibilities. 

In other words, Donohue says, Y 
is going to be a far cry from its prede- 
cessors. “Nothing like this has been 
done before in Edmonton,” he says. 
“Tn places like Montreal or New York, 
afterhours tend to be run Seriously 
and presented professionally. That's 
how we're approaching this place.” 


Y chromosomes 


According to DJ and event producer 
Charlie Mayhem, who will be pro- 
moting Saturday nights at Y, public 
concerns about afterhours clubs were 
justified in some cases. Now, with 
corporations sponsoring DJ-driven 
events and civic bylaws in the books, 
the public needs to look beyond the 
past and realize that an all-night 
dance club can evolve. “The culture 
started in dark, dingy warehouses 
because those were the only places 


you could get to present it,” he says. 
“Now it’s moving to the next step, 
which is a place like this, where the 
environment is much nicer and 
more welcoming. A place like this 
could take on any other bar in the 
city, except it doesn’t serve alcohol, 
and that’s what the attitude should 
have been all along. It just hadn’t 
moved to that point until now. Most 


of the other places that are left 
haven't progressed, and that’s what 
has contributed to the stigma.” 
With the help of Mayhem, 
Donohue retained many top local 
house, trance and drum ’n’ bass DJs 
to play every weekend; most of them 
offered their services exclusively to 
Y. “We sat down and discussed who 
we thought would make a positive 
contribution to the place,” Donohue 
explains. “The people we chose are 
true performers who get up there 
and want to do something good.” 
“We wanted to be different,” 
adds Mayhem. “If you were playing 
in every other bar, then it becomes 
less special. We wanted the DJs to be 
committed to this place, and they 
have been from the start. It made 
sense to say, ‘We want you to be 
committed to us, and we'll be com- 
mitted to you.’ The DJs wanted to 
make a change along with us, and 
that’s why the choice fit so well.” 
Donohue and Mayhem both see 
a bright future for Edmonton’s 
underground dance scene if Y suc- 
ceeds. “In this city, with its bylaws, it 
segregates the clubs, so we all have 
to live with the club being called an 
afterhours,” concludes Mayhem. 
“It’s not by choice that the club calls 
itself that. It’s been going through 
the motions that the law says it has 
to obey, but it’s doing what other 
cities have done, which is look at 
this like another nightclub. It’s a 
dance club, pure and simple.” © 


|. Grand Opening Weekend 
Y Afterhours (10028-102 St) « 
Fri-Sat, Dec 27-28 
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Spence for hire 


Creep’r » with The Neckers * New 
City * Thu, Dec 26 When the movie 
Fubar came out earlier this year, peo- 
ple across Canada discovered their 
inner headbangers waiting to get out 
and give’er. It may have been a mock- 
umentary but the characters were so 
real everybody who watched it recog- 
nized these drunken goofs as people 
in their own lives. And the most real 


thing to come out of it was Creep’r 
(formerly Creeper, but there’s already 
a band in the States with the same 
name), a four-piece rock band lead by 
Paul Spence, who played Dean in ‘the 
film. Spence, who hails from Montre- 
al, says he formed Creep‘r with some 
Calgary musicians just for fun, but 
before he knew it they were recording 
original songs for the soundtrack. 
“Pretty much we needed more 
music for the soundtrack,” says Spence, 
“and we realized we couldn't afford to 
buy all the rights to the dream songs 
that we wanted. That was the plan orig- 
inally, so | figured, ‘Well, I'll just write 
some. | got a band we'll just record it.” 
Because Fubar became such a sleep- 
er hit, Creep’r were suddenly a real 
band with a killer Canadian tour set up 
for them. “The timing was right to drive 
across the country and get really trashed 
and stay in hotels,” Spence says. “Gen- 
erally as a band it’s impossible on your 
first trip across the country to do any- 
thing beyond sleeping on the floor at 
friends’ places or at the bar. | wanted 
nothing more than to tour and | figured 
if we could do it this way it'd be pretty 
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funny, ‘cause our second tour won't be 
anything like that. You know, start at ¢}, 
top and end at the bottom.” 

So what's a guy with a hit fii, 
under his belt doing playing around in » 
good time rock ‘n’ roll band? Did)’, 
Fubar make him rich beyond his wilde. 
dreams? “Not yet,” laughs Spenc. 
“The corporate machinery has yet ;, 
shit out a golden cog with [his produ; 
tion company] Busted Tranny’s name 
it, but that’s just ‘cause it takes so lon 
You know, they’re the masters at th, 
right? They know how to keep jj). 
money. They take 15 companies an 
they don’t pay them in six month: 
they pay them in a year and they get 
months worth of interest on those peo. 
ple’s money. They've obviously figure, 
out a way to hold onto it. We're all king 
of dirt poor in Montreal wondering how, 
we're going to make a living?” 


Papa don’t Reach 
Mollys Reach © with Greyhound 
Tragedy and Woodabeen » Tic 


Rev ¢ Fri, Dec 27 Despite a lengihy 
hiatus, local rockers Mollys Reach never 
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itended to close up shop for good. It’s 
just that everyone involved got so 
caught up with other commitments— 
like families and jobs—and they haven't 


able to play in town recently. 
“(v/s not a reunion or anything,” 


| says 
Geral talking and we realized we 


hadn’t played a-show in Edmonton 
this year. | guess for all intents and 
ses it looked like we kind of dis- 

appeared, but that was never any- 
thing that was ever decided. At no 
point did we ever say, ‘Well, we're 
shutting it down.” 

it was a recent gig playing a 
friends wedding that really got the ball 
rolling again. “It got us all back 
together playing again,” says Diachuk, 
“nd it was so much fun. So this show 
came up, everyone thought they could 
do it, so we figured, ‘Yeah, why not?’” 

Diachuk says that in the past, the 
band (drummer Steve Derpack, 
singer/guitarist Lyle Bell and 
singer/bassist Sean Rivalin) would only 
rehearse when they had a show 
booked, but this time around they 
planned on weekly practice sessions 
just to keep things going. But things 
don’t always work out like you plan. 

“Suddenly we were in the studio 
and we didn’t have anything press- 
ing,” Diachuk says. “There were no 
predetermined things, we didn’t have 
a show to prepare for or anything. It 


be a really cool day. It also turned out 
to be the first and last of those weekly 
get-togethers. The talk is [that] in the 
New Year we'll do it again. | figure 
since I'm the guy with two kids, if | can 
do it, they should be able to as well.” 

When Mollys Reach were gigging 
steadily, Diachuk says they'd play a 
new song or two at every show. But 
after this show he thinks they’re going 
to hole up in the studio and make 
enough new material for a new set 
and hopefully an album in the 
process. “What we talked about doing 
this time is, we're just going to record 
the songs first. Make them up as we 
go, make them up as we’re recording 
them and just see how that goes. Lyle 
and Sean own some recording equip- 
ment now, so it’s not a case where we 
have to spend a whole bunch of 
money or waste a bunch of time in 
the studio. We can do all this stuff 
ourselves now. It'll almost be like our 
comeback, our return to a real exis- 
tence. We'll resurface with some new 
songs, a whole new set and hopefully 
that’s reason for people to take inter- 
est in the band again.” 


Relax, it’s just Unjust 


Blacken © CD release with Our 
Mercury and Indy Nosebone ¢ 
New City « Fri, Dec 27 It's tough to 
really consider Edmonton a hotbed of 
musical activity. We're a long way from 
major industry hubs like Vancouver or 
Toronto and our normally frigid win- 
ters practically seal the city off from 
the outside world for months at a 
time. But the diverse number of bands 
living and breathing in this town, not 
to mention a good selection of venues, 
makes it a surprisingly lively town. 

To top it off, the number of new 
CDs coming out all time make it seem 
like there’s a release party every week- 
end. The latest band to add to our 
city’s fine discography is Blacken, a 
four-piece metal act who've been tak- 


yitarist Randy Diachuk. “We . 


was kind of weird but it turned out to - 


Jerry Jerry * Seedy’s * Sat 
Dec 21 © ReVUE Even 
though most people looking 
last Satur- 

vent to see Corb Lund 
and Carolyn N 


for some live tun: 


k, there 
were still a few brave souls 
checking out Jerry Jerry and 
the Sons of Rhythm 
Orchestra. A consummate 
showman, Jerry didn’t let 
the modest crowd get him 


down. The band played for 
three solid hours and peo- 
ple were still hungry for 
more, but the bar stopped 
serving and Jerry don’t play 
without booze. At times he 
stripped to his black silk 


boxers and walked out on 
tables to keep the crowd 
amused. As if songs like 
"Talking About My Dick,” 
“Baby's On Fire” and “Road 
Gore” weren't enough. 


ing it seriously since 1999. Yet accord- 
ing to singer/guitarist Dennis Oster, 
they were “goofing around” for a few 
years before that. Blacken released a 
self-titled demo two years ago and 
now The Unjust is out and ready to 
start blowing speakers. 

The Unjust was recorded by Nik 
Kozub at Zonik Studios over the last 
year. Kozub has been behind a num- 
ber of wicked albums recently includ- 
ing one for his own band The Cleats, 
Lost Voices Broken Strings, and The 
Wednesday Night Heroes’ snotty self- 
titled punk epic. Kozub is quickly gain- 
ing a reputation for providing a 
comfortable working environment to 
help coax the best performance possi- 


ble from the artists he works with. “It — 


was awesome,” says Oster. “It was a 
really fun time, you know? Nik is just 
an awesome dude to work with.” 

Blacken’s long, crushing songs use 
elements of different styles from hard- 
core to punk, but there’s no question 
where they're really coming from. 
“We're definitely a metal act, that’s for 
sure,” says Oster, “but it’s pretty diverse. 
We take a lot of influences from a lot of 
different kinds of music. It’s pretty cool 
cause we all listen to completely differ- 
ent'styles of music. The finished product 
comes out with heavy guitar, a lot of 
distortion and stuff like that, but there’s 
a lot of different parts to it.” 


Kraatz and slogs 


Jen Kraatz ¢ Seedy’s * Sat, Dec 28 
As we gaze with envy at straggling 
birds heading south for the winter, one 
Albertan songbird has found a good 
way to survive the season. Jen Kraatz 
gives a sentimental sigh. “! love hock- 
ey—any hockey’s good hockey,” she 
says after reporting that night's game 
score. “I've got one of those tiny calen- 
dars, like a business card size one, and | 
have it by my computer at work. | just 
check it to see when the games are on 
and it sort of keeps me in the running.” 

But the game has just ended and 
already Kraatz is back in the Riverdale 
Recorders studio listening to some 
tracks she’s laid down for her new 
album. As a working musician, most 
of Kraatz’s summers are spent travel- 
ling from show to show, festival to fes- 
tival, sharing her melodies and 
endearing songs with the world. But 


over, Kraatz heads indoors for the 

more tedious part of her profession: 
_ studio recording. Since releasing her 
first album Trudge six years ago, Kraatz 
has been busy putting together the 
pieces of her next, yet still untitled, 
songwriting endeavour. 

“| started working on this one 
probably right while | was recording 
Trudge,” she says. “| have a good sec- 
tion that are brand new tunes, some 
from before | went on the [Ramblin’] 
Roses’ trip and some when | came 
back. | just went through all those 
ones that I’ve written and picked out 
the best. | think | have 14 really 
strong tunes.” 

Her new album will likely be 
released early next spring, but a public 
expose of Kraatz’s work has been slat- 
- ed for television. “Shaw Cable came 

by to do some taping here,” explains 
Kraatz. “It was nice because they sort 
of filmed me sitting down with a gui- 
tar and then a little interview and then 
| was singing live. We were recording it 
live to tape, which was cool, and that 
version came out really neat. But it was 
me singing in the studio with just the 
headphones by the mic. It was like a 
rock star thing. It was really good.” — 
JENNY FENIAK © 


10649- 124 st. | edmonton, alberta | tel. 780.732.1132 


Holiday Hours 
Dec 24- 11-5 
Dec 25 - Closed 
Dec 26 - 12-5 
(Boxing Day Sale!) 
Dec 31- 11-5 


‘Thank you for your patronage over the year, 
have a safe and happy holiday season. 
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direct from Chicago! 


v Johnny Vv Trio 
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$5 Cover! 


no reservations — arrive early 
midnight Champagne toast 
Hors D'Oeuvres and snacks 
live entertainment 
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eB!!! 


For a FREE listing, fax 426-2889 or 
e-mail listings@vue.ab.ca. 


Deadline is 3pm Friday. 
ALTERNATIVE 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 10079 Jasper 
Ave., Paladium Building, 413-4578. THU 26: 
Creep’ 'r, The Neckers. FRI 27: Blacken (CD 
release party), Our Mercury, Indy Nosebone. 
TUE 31: D] Nik Rofeelya, BI ejay. TIX $5 @ 
door. 


PURE 10551-82 Ave., 995-7873, 444-9062. 
TUE 31 (9pm door): Fire and Ice New Year's 
Masquerade Gala: A celebration of the arts, 
music, and the New Year. Featuring ice sculptor 
Delayne Corbett. Fire spinner Phuong Vu. Art 
exhibit by Janice Belyea, Melissa Delamar, Raya 
Mission and Delayne Corbett. Music by D] 
Dragon, Dr. Yvo, Richard Delamar, and Deep 
Freeze vs. Zenobyte. Champagne at midnight, 
Door Prizes, Masques available at the door. 
Dress is formal, costume or fetish. TIX $10 adv., 
$12 @ door. Adv. tickets @ Pure. 


REV 10030-102 St., 423-7820. FRI 27: 
Greyhound Tragedy, Mollys Reach, 
Woodabeen. SAT 28; Bronx Reunion. TUE 31: 
Old Reliable, Tim Balash and the Chrome 
Magpies. 


BLUES AND ROOTS 


THE BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425 Whyte 
Ave., 439-1082. *Every SAT (3-6pm): Hair o 
the Dog. No cover. 


BLUES ON WHYTE Commercial Hotel, 10329 
Whyte Ave., 439-5058. THU 26-SAT 28: Sam 
Cockrell and the Groove, No cover. Sun-Thu; 
$3 cover Fri-Sat. 


CROMDALE HOTEL Diamonds, 8115-118 
Ave., 477-3565. THU 26-SAT 28: Hugh Betcha 
and His Okie Dokie Orchestra. SAT 28 (3-6pm); 
Jam w/Hugh Betcha and His Okie Dokie 
Orchestra. TUE 31: New Year's Eve: Hugh 
Betcha and His Okie Dokie Orchestra. 


DUSTERS 6402-118 Ave., 474-5554. *Every 
THU: Open stage w/Juke Joint. FRI 27-SAT 28, 
TUE 31 (9:15pm): KGB. FRI 3-SAT 4: Mr. Lucky. 
No cover. 


ELEPHANT AND CASTLE 10314-82 Ave., 
439-4545. TUE 31: Ann Vriend and the 
Dropouts. 


FILTHY McNASTY’S PUBLIC HOUSE 10511- 
82 Ave., 432-5224. #Every SUN: Open stage 
hosted by Mike Caton. *Every MON: Metal 
Mondays hosted by the Bear's Yukon Jack. 
*Every WED: Boogie Nites. 


FLYBAR 10314-104 St., 421-0992. *Every 


MON (9pm-12): Open stage. 


44 MAGNUM CLUB 8318-144 Ave., 475- 
8702. *Every SAT: Open Stage Jams. All bands, 
SOCe and musicians welcome. TUE 31: April 
Fools. 


L.B."S PUB 111-23 Akins Dr, St. Albert, 460- 
9100. FRI 27-SAT 28: New Year's Party: Look 
Twice. TUE 31: Look Twice. 


MEZZA LUNA LATIN CLUB 10238-104 St., 
423-LUNA. *Every WED and THU (9-11pm): 
Latin dance lessons, *Every weekend: Live Latin 
music. TUE 31: La Banda Formula, D] fosé José. 


O'BYRNE’S 10616 Whyte Avenue, 414-6766. 
WED 1 (9:30pm): Hangover Clinic: Chris 
Wynters and friends. No cover. 


PLEASANTVIEW HALL 10860-57 Ave., 434- 
5997. *Every THU (7pm); Wild Rose Old Tyme 
Fiddlers Association jam session. 


SCRUFFY MURPHY’S IRISH PUB Whitemud 
Crossing, 485-1717. *Every MON (9:30pm): 
Open stage hosted by Chris Wynters. *Every 
TUE: Industry Night. 


SECOND CUP 10303 Jasper Ave., 424-7468. 
*Every THU (7:30-10:30pm); Acoustic open 
stage hosted by Ron Taylor. 


SECOND CUP AT CALLINGWOOD 
Callingwood Square, 6825-177th St., 486- 
1999, *Every WED (8pm): Open Stage hosted 
by Richard Monkman and Erroll Zastre. 


SEEDY’S 10314-104 St., 421-0992. eEvery 
SAT: Live music. TUE 31: Les Tabernacles with 
the Operators. TIX $15 adv., $18 @ door, 


SIDETRACK CAFE 10333-112 St., 421-1326. 
*Every THU (7-9pm): What Happens Next? 
(comedy improv show) hosted by Graham Neil 
of CFRN TY, starring Donovan Workun of 
Atomic Improv. *Every SAT (3-7pm); Afternoons 
at the Sidetrack: Hosted by Tim Lent. Special 
guests and a jam. All-a jes event, kids welcome. 
No cover. *Every SUN (8 pm): Sunday Night 
Live: Punchline Searblels The Comedy Game 
Show. THU 26 (9:30pm): Johanna Sillanpaa. $4 
cover. FRI 27-SAT 28 (10pm): The Highlites. $6 
cover, SUN 29 (8pm): Sunday Night Live:The 
Highlites, Punchline Scramble, DJ Dudeman. $6 
cover. MON 30 (9:30pm): Uncas Old Boys. No 
cover. TUE 31 (6pm): The Northern Pikes. 
Limited number of dinner tickets available. 
Dinner tickets $50 Show only: $30. Adv. tickets 
avail. at the Sidetrack. 


ST. THOMAS CAFE 44 St. Thomas St., 458- 
8225S. *First THU (7:30-11:00pm) ea. month: 
Acoustic open stage hosted by Penny and Jim 
Malmberg. *Every FRI: Jazz Night. 


SUGARBOWL CAFE AND BAR 10922-88 
Ave., 433-8369. *Every 2nd SUN (2-Spm): 
PROxyBOY (live chill-out electronica). *Every 
SUN (8:30pm); Brett Miles presents Rise. 
Inspirational instrumentals (pass the hat). FRI 3 


SounpD 


(9:30pm): Vivek Shraya. No cover, 


TIM'S GRILL 7106-109 St., 413-9606. ef y., 
SAT: Open stage hosted by Dan Meunier. 


THREE MUSKATEERS 10416-82 Ave, 437 
4239, TUE 31: Tom Traubert Trio. 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL U of ACampus, 49) 
0601, 420-1757. SAT 4 (7:30pm): Featuring 
Old Scona students and alumni. Benefit for 
Stollery Children’s Hospital Foundation. Tix 5) 
student/senior, $15 adult. FRI 10 (8pm): Mu 
at Convocation Hall: Jacques Despres (piano) 
solo recital. (7:15pm); Pre-concert lecture. | 
$12 adult, $7 santeTauigent @ door. Ady. tic 
ets @ TIX on the Sauer, Department of Musi 
SUN 12 (8pm): Verboden Vrucht (recorder tr, 
w/john Rretgti (vocals). TIX $12, $7 
student/senior @ door. 


EDMONTON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
Winspear Centre, 4 Sir Winston Churchill So 
428-1414. FRI 10-SAT 11 (8pm); SUN 12 
(2pm): The Masters: Naida Cole (piano), Da 
Agler (conductor). TIX start at $22. 
Student/senior discounts available. $15 stu 
tush seating @ box office one hour prior to 
concert time. 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 4 Sir Winston Church 
Sq., 102 Ave,, 99 St. 436-6932. 420-1757 
SAT 28 (2pm ‘and 7: 30pm): Opera Nuova’s 
Christmas: Amahl and the Night Visitors. 


CLUBS 


BARRY T’S GRAND CENTRAL STATION 
6111-104 St., 438-2582. *Every WED/FRI: To 
40 w/D] Damian. *Every SAT: ‘80s night w/0} 
Damian, 

BORDERLINE CLUB 9271-34 Ave., 437-063 
TUE 31: Stiff Richard. 


CASINO EDMONTON 9055 Argyll Rd., 463 
9467. FRI 27-SAT 28: 2-Much. TUE 31, FRI 3- 
SAT 4: Colleen Rae, Cornerstone. FRI 10-SAT 
11: Marilyn Fay Parney. 

CASINO YELLOWHEAD 12464-153 St., 463 
9467. THU 26-SAT 28; Colleen Rae and 
Cornerstone. TUE 31, THU 2-SAT 4: Rock and 
roll revival show. THU 9-SAT 11: Deep Cover 
(rock/pop). 

CLUB DU SOLEIL Silver Slipper, Northlands 
988-4144. Singles club. SAT 28 (8:30 door; 
9pm dance): Year End Blast. TIX $8 non-mem 
ber, $5 member. 

DEVLIN’S MARTINI BAR 10507-82 Ave., 
437-7489. *Every SUN: DJ Diabolic spins the ir 
sounds from way out. 


GALLERY LOUNGE Mayfield Inn, 16615-109 


Alternative 
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‘Ave., 484-0821. *Every THU-SAT; D] Steve. 

f PUMP 6-114 St., 488-4841. *Every 
owen: ae *Every THU-SAT: D). 
GREENHOUSE NIGHTCLUB Neighbourhood 
Inn, 12103 Fort Rd., 472-9898. *Every WED- 
SAT: DJ Travis. 

JOINT WEM, 486-3013, 451-8000, 
tee SAT: Power 92 live on location. *Every 
fal: Urban Metropolis Sound Crew. No minors. 
THU 26: Young Adult Party featuring Urban 
Metropolis Sound Crew. Xx $10@ 
Underground (WEM). TUE 31: New Year's Eve 
Cota 2003: Urban Metropolis Sound Crew, 
Upstairs w/ connected. TIX $19.951 adv. @ 
TicketMaster, Underground, Formal. No minors. 


RIDER'S 11733-78 St., 479-7400. 
ants Dance ‘til ya Drop: All ages dance, 
TUE 31: Harlequin, Secret Sauce. TIX $25 @ 
door. FRI 3: Disgrace the Retroman. FRI 10-SAT 
11: Barkin’ Spiders. 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St., 426-3150. 
THU: Charity Show night Different show every 
week w/D} ,. FRI; Upstairs: Twisted Fruit 
w/DIs Sweetz, itch, Alvaro and guests, 
SAT: Upstairs: DJ Jazzy. Downstairs: XTC. SUN: 
Betty Ford Hangover Clinic Show w/D] Jazzy. 
TUE 31; Shane Train. 


TONIC AFTER DARK 9920-62 Ave., 408- 
2877. Las Vegas-style nightclub. 


CONCERTS 


ALBERTA AVENUE HALL 9210-118 Ave., 
482-1794. TUE 31: Womonspace New Year's 
Eve. DJ Annie. 


THE ALBERTA ROOTS MUSIC SOCIETY 
Bonnie Doon Community Hall, 9240-93 St., 
420-1757. SAT, Jan. 4: The McDades, Bob 
Jahrig, Bill Werthman. TIX $12 adv., $15 @ 
door. Ady. tickets @ Blackbyrd Myoozik, 
Myhre’s Music, Sound Connection or TIX on 
the Square. *SAT, Jan. 11: Paul Bromley (CD 
release concert), w/ Dale Nikkel, Wendy 
McNeil, Bob Jahrig. TIX $12 adv., $15 @ door. 
Ady. tickets @ Blackbyrd Myoozik, Myhre’s 
Music, Sound Connection or TIX on the 
Square. *SAT, Jan. 25: Kubasonics, Le’ Fuzz w/ 
Karla Anderson. TIX $12 adv., $15 @ door. Adv. 
tickets @ Blackbyrd Myoozik, Myhre’s Music, 
Sound Connection or TIX on the Square. 
ARDEN THEATRE 5 St. Anne St., St. Albert, 
459-1542. *Jan. 23 (7:30pm): Quartango. *jan. 
26 (7:30pm): Barachois. *Jan. 26 (2pm): Family 
Series: Barachois. 


FESTIVAL PLACE 100 Festival Way, Sherwood 


Park, 449-3378, 451-8000. ®Fri, Jan. 10 

ET DE CKUA Live from Festival Place; Harry 
Manx (blues), No Guff. TIX $22 cabaret, $19 
theatre seating @ Festival Place box office. *FRI, 
Jan. 31; Michael Burgess (contemporary 
Broadway). TIX $28. 


FULL MOON FOLK CLUB St. Basil’s Cultural 
Centre, 10819-71 Ave., 420-1757. *FRI, Jan. 
10; The Paperboys. TIX $16 @ door, children 
under 12 half price (at the door only). Adv. 
tickets @ TIX on the Square, Soundside Sound. 
*TUE, Jan. 24: The Co-Dependents. Adv. tickets 
@ TIX on the Square, Soundside Sound. 


HORIZON STAGE Spruce Grove, 962-8995. 
*jan. 15-18 (7:30pm): lan Tyson (country). TIX 
$30. *Jan. 24 (7:30pm), Jan. 25 (2pm): 
Barachois (trad. Acadian). TIX $20 adult, $15 
student/senior evening; $8 matinee. 


JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 11455-87 Ave., 451- 
8000. *FRI, Feb. 14 (6:30pm door; 7:30pm 
show): Carolyn Dawn Johnson and Keith 
Urban, w/ jimmy Rankin (country). TIX $39.50, 
$49.50 @ TicketMaster. Sold out. 


MAYFIELD INN 16615-109 Ave., 424-0833, 
920-4450. *TUE, Dec. 31: Latin New Year: 
Orquesto Energia, DJ Moreno, D} Fuego. 


NASHVILLE'S ELECTRIC ROADHOUSE WEM, 
489-1330. iy 40, country and dance music. 
*451-8000. TUE, Dec. 31: New Year's Eve: April 
Wine. TIX $34.95 adv., $44.95 day of. *SAT, 
Jan. 25: Edwin. 


NORTHERN LIGHTS FOLK CLUB Queen 
Alexandra Community Hall, 10425 University 
Ave., 438-2736. *SAT, Jan. 18 (7pm door; 8pm 
show): Shari Ulrich, RMB. TIX $14 adv. @ 
Myhres Music, Acoustic Music Shop. $16 @ 
door. 


PROVINCIAL MUSEUM 12845-102 Ave. 
*ALICE’S RESTAURANT, 488-7333. *FRI, Dec. 
29 (8pm door); Nathalie Clarke. TIX $7 @ door. 
*THEATRE, 453-9100. @SAT, Dec. 28 (7:30pm 
show): An Acoustic Evening with Mike Plume, 
Joel Stewart and Jenny Orenstein. 


RED'S WEM, 481-6420, 451-8000. *SAT, Dec, 
28 (7pm door): Swollen Members. Licensed. All 
ages show. TIX $25 @ TicketMaster. *TUE, Dec. 
31: Studio 54 New Year's bash: The Travoltas 
(disco tribute). *FRI, Jan. 31 (7pm door; 
9:15pm show); Steve Earle and the Dukes. TIX 
$35 @ TicketMaster. 


REV 10030-102 St., 451-8000. *Feb. 12-13 
(8pm door; 9pm show): Sam Roberts and his 
band. TIX $15 @ TicketMaster. 


SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE 9797 Jasper 
Ave., 451-8000. *TUE, Jan. 31: The Bear 
Children’s Fund New Year’s Eve Bash 2003: Tea 
Party, Theory of a Deadman, Ten Inch Men. TIX 
$44.50 © TicketMaster. 


SKYREACH CENTRE 451-8000. eJan. 23: 
Toby Keith, Rascal Flatts. TIX $45.50, $55.50 @ 


TicketMaster. *Jan. 28. Our Lady Peace, Trailer 
Park Boys, Seether. TIX @ TicketMaster. 


THE UPTOWN FOLK CLUB Woodcroft 
Community Hall, 13915-115 Ave., 436-1554. 
*jan. 31 (8pm concert; 7:30pm door); Rod 
Olstad, Bonnie Gregory, Matt Hotte. 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 4 Sir Winston Churchill 
Sq., 102 Ave., 99 St., 428-1414. *SUN, Jan. 12 
(8pm): World at Winspear series: Flamenco in 
Concert: Paco Pefia (flamenco guitarist) 


ey, musicians and dancers. TIX start at 
9. 


COUNTRY 


WILD WEST SALOON 12912-5S0 St., 476- 
3388. *Every WED (8-9:30pm): Beginner dance 
lessons. *Every THU (7:30-9:30pm): 
Intermediate dance lessons. 


JAZZ 


FOUR ROOMS RESTAURANT Edmonton 
Centre, 102 Ave. Entrance, 426-4767. THU 26: 
Brett Miles. FRI 27; Johanna Sillanpaa. SAT 28: 
Wayne Feschuk Trio. TUE 31: Brett Miles. 


FOUR ROOMS RESTAURANT 28 Mission 
Ave., St. Albert, 460-6688, FRI 27: Johnny 
Collins. SAT 28: Johnny Collins. TUE 31: 
iBomba! 


JULIAN’S PIANO BAR Chateau Louis Hotel, 
11727 Kingsway Ave., 732-4583. *Every WED 
(9:30-11:30pm): Wednesday late nite jazz with 
Graham |. 


ZENARI’S ON 1ST 10117-1011 St., 425-6151 
FRI 27 (8pm-midnight); Bill Jamieson. $5/per- 
son min, charge 


PIANO BARS 


CROWN AND DERBY 13103 Fort Rd., 478- 
2971. TUE 31; Paul Fuellbrandt. 


ROSE AND CROWN PUB Sheraton Grande 
Edmonton Hotel, 10235-101 St., 441-3036. 
TUE 31: Sam August. No cover. 


SHERLOCK HOLMES CAPILANO Capilano 
Mall, 5004-98 Ave., 463-7788, *Every THU and 
SAT: Celtic night. THU 26-SAT 28: Cal Collette. 
TUE 31: Cal Collette. THU 2-SAT 4: Cal Collette. 


SHERLOCK HOLMES DOWNTOWN fice 
Howard Way, 10012-101A Ave., 426-7784. 
THU 26-SAT 28: Yves LeCroix. TUE 31-SAT 4: 
Jimmy Wiffen. 


SHERLOCK HOLMES WEM Bourbon St, 
W.E.M., 444-1752. THU 26-SAT 28: Richard 


SEE NEXT PAGE 
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HNY BUR UA 


DLC 22-20 RICHARD BLAZE 
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Blaze. TUE 31-SAT 4; Richard Blaze. 


OCK HOLMES ON WHYTE 10341-82 

433-9676. *Every THU and SAT: Celtic 
night. FRI 27-SAT 28: m Boom Kings. TUE 
31: Boom Boom Kings. FRI 3-SAT 4: Boom 
Boom Kings. 


POP AND ROCK 


Also see Club Weekly on page 34. 


FOX AND HOUNDS 10125-109 St., 423- 
2913. FRI 27: Penny, Jack Diddy, Slack-jaw. 
TUE 31: CJSR Battle of the Bands: The Final 
Battle. TIX $10. 


HIGHRUN CLUB 4926-98 Ave., 440-2233. 
TUE 31; New Year's Party: Connors Road. TIX 
$5 adv., $10 @ door. 


HONEST MUR'S BAR AND GRILL 8937-82 
Ave., 463-6397. *Every THU/FRI: Live bands. 
IRON HORSE 8101-103 St., 438-1907. TUE 
31: Mardi Gras New Year's Eve. 

}J."S PUB 13160-118 Ave., 451-9180. TUE 
31; New Year's Eve Party w/Michael Edwards 
Band (blues, rock). 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB 9221-34 Ave., 433-2599. 


THU 26: Haven. FRI 27-SAT 28: Face First. THU 
31: Face First. 


LONGRIDER’S 11733-78 St., 479-7400. 
*Every TUE: Live traditional country m music host- 
ed by Bev Munro. *Every WED-SA’ 1 40 
country, dance, classic rock. *Every TH! 

Thursty Thursday w/D] Doc Lou. 
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DEAD OF WIKTER 


Carron Cua 


TE ADYENTURES 
OF PRISCILLA 


iD GALAHAD (1962) 


© 2082 RGM Hom Entertainment. 
Ma Rights Reserved. 


FX MURDER BY 
TLUUSION 


REVENGE OF THE 
PINK PANTHER 


EDMONTON Bonnie Doon Shopping Centre 780 469 6470 © Edmonton City Centre 
780 428 4521 * Kingsway Garden Mall 780 477 8222 = Millwoods Town Centre 780 463 1389 
Southgate Shopping Centre 780 438 2955 » West Ed Superstore 780 444 3381 


tive in effect until February 6/03 or while quantities last. Titles may vary from stor 
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OTTEWELL PUB 6108-90 Ave., 450-5953, 
970-7063. *Every THU: Battle of the Bands. 
TUE 31: The Hootin’ Annies, Willie and the 
Haymakers. No cover. 


OVERTIME BROILER AND 
10204-111 St., 423-1643. Tl 
Cameron. 


STARS 10545-82 Ave., 434-5366. THU 26: Fat 
Dave, Snak Pak. SAT 28: Portal, Indy Nosebone, 
Evilive. 

URBAN LOUNGE 8111-105 St., 439-3388, 
*Every TUE: Urban Unplugged. THU 26: DJ 
Gilligan. FRI 27-SAT 28: Crush. $5 cover. TUE 
31: Crush. TIX $20. THU 2-SAT 4: Ozzy 
Osmunds. Thu, no cover. Sat, $5 cover. WED 8: 
Tailspin. $5 Cover. THU 9-SAT 11: Mustard 
Smile. No cover Thu; $5 cover. Sat. 


PROOM 
31: Bobby 


BRIGHT LIGHTS, 
BIG CITY 


TEA WITH MUSSOLINI 


0 WAY OUT THE RUSSIA HOUSE 


THE MOD SQUAD 


TAKING OF PELHAM 
‘ TWO THREE 


ASHOT IN THE DARK TRAIL OF TE 
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Deadman talking 


Theories from Tyler 
Connolly about the 
Chad Kroeger 
connection 


BY DAVE JOHNSTON 


e Weekly: Theory of a Dead- 
Yr: is a band from Vancou- 
ver, but you haven’t played 
much in Canada since the record 
came out. Hell, your song (“Nothing 
Could Come Between Us”) is all over 
the radio. What’s up with that? 

Tyler Connolly: Yeah, we've 
played some places down in Ameri- 
ca three times already. I mean, what 
the hell? When are 
we going back to 
Canada? We’re 
doing some shows 
after Edmonton, places like Win- 
nipeg, but hopefully we'll be able to 
set something up after our tour with 
Three Doors Down. Maybe in March 
or something. 

VW: Give me the story of how 
you hooked up Chad Kroeger—the 
real story, not the glossed-over bio 
story. 

TC: Sure. [Drummer Tim Hart] 
and I have a mutual friend named 
Toni, and her cousin is the “How You 
Remind Me” girl—you know, the one 
in the video. Anyway, we knew her 
and Chad were going out, and this 
one night we were at a party at Toni’s 
house. Chad and his girlfriend 
showed up, and we talked to him for 
a bit—Toni was nice enough to intro- 
duce us. Me being in a band, it was 
nice that he was there, because I had 
a lot of questions. He got a copy of 
our demo, and he actually listened to 
it. He called Toni and told her that he 
liked the demo and wanted to get a 
hold of us. She gave him my number, 
and he called me. He said, “I'd really 
like to work with you guys but I’m 
really busy. If I ever have some time 
off, I’d like to record a demo with you 
guys.” I was, like, “Sure.” This call 
was completely out of the blue. Then, 
while Tim and I were recording some 
demos, Chad called me—it was a 
Sunday night. It was, like, “Hey, it’s 
Chad.” I said, “Chad who?” “Chad 
Kroeger from Nickelback,” he says. It 
was, like, holy fuck! What the hell? 
And he said, “Remember I told you 
I'd call if | had some time to go in the 


studio? Well, now’s the time’ 
He had a week off before |, 
had to go back out on tour. |; 
was Sunday night, and h,. 
wanted to go in the studi, 
the next morning. We all hac 
, to call in sick. The thing is, | 
worked at a glass company 
which was a two-man shop— 
just me and my boss. And 1, 
boss was on his honeymoon, 
so I was totally fucked. So | 
called him and told him, 
“This is a big break for me, 
this is something I would qui: 
my job over,” and told him 
that I couldn’t come in. 5, 
my boss cancelled his honey 

moon and went to work that 
week. So I think I owe his 
wife a honeymoon, at least. 

VW: I think you should pay up 

TC: Definitely. I think I owe his 
wife a trip to Hawaii or something 

VW: So you record a demo, it 
gets shopped around and he signs 
you as the first act on his 604 Record; 
label. Considering how strong a role 
he's played in your career, is he reall; 
much of an influence on the band? 

TC: The music was all there 
beforehand, but he definitely had an 
influence. We went into the studio 
with all the music done, so a lot of 
what he did was technical—he’s a 
great songwriter, so he’d go through 
the songs and say, “This is wrong 
this is wrong,” and made us better 
songwriters. He’d take a five-minute 
song and say, “They'd never play 
this on the radio 
because the intro 
is four bars instead 
of two” or “The 
chorus is too long” or “You've got a 
30-second guitar-solo—what's with 
this shit?” It was simple stuff that 
you don’t think of when you're writ- 
ing a song because you've got your 
blinders on. You don’t realize what 
you're doing wrong until somebody 
comes along and tells you. He was 
like a fifth member. 

VW: Because of the connection, 
a lot of people want to call you guys 
an example of Chad Kroeger’s 
hydra-like influence over rock music 
at the moment. Does his shadow 
loom over your band or do you 
have your own identity? 

TC: We have our own identity. | 
don’t think people are buying our 
record because they think it’s another 
Nickelback record. They buy it 
because it’s good music. If you've got 
good songs, you’ve got good songs. 
The majority of people aren’t going to 
listen for the Chad Kroeger connec- 
tion and go running to the store. We 
don’t feel that Chad has been a hin- 
drance for us—it’s great to be known 
to be in that company, and naturally 
it'll take time to be set apart from his 
sound, much like the case of Default, 
who were cradled for a while by peo: 
ple as Nickelback Jr. When they first 
came out, people thought they 
sounded like Nickelback, and man, 
those people are dumb. It takes time, 
like the Creed/Peatl Jam thing. @ 


With the Tea Party ° Shaw 
Conference Centre * Tue,\Dec 31 


By ALLISON KYDD 
ERT, 


The giving years 


One of the newest fashions in classical 
music is the notion that you can leave a 
fegacy while you're still around to enjoy 
it. A case in point is Dr. Stuart Davis’ 
legendary generosity to the Winspear 
Centre and Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra—and ultimately to all those 
who have heard the Davis Concert 
Organ. Another is the Anne Burrows 
Foundation for Young Musicians, start- 
ed in 1989 and previously known as the 
Angela Cheng Musical Foundation. 

Cheng was the first beneficiary; 
since then, 34 others have benefited 
from the generosity of the foundation, 
among them bright lights such as 
Amanda Forsyth, principal cello with the 
National Arts Centre Orchestra; violinist 
Jessica Linnebach, one of the stars of this 
season’s ESO Master’s series; and Jens 
Lindemann, formerly of the Canadian 
Brass. The beneficiaries for 2002-2003 
are Sharon Crawford, Jordan Gasparik, 
Sarah Ho, Heidi Klann, Catherine Lee, 
Diane Leung, Jessica Linnebach, Michael 
Meraw, Robert Spady, Caroline Stenson, 
Erica Tang and Angela Welch. 

On Saturday, December 28, a ben- 
efit recital by as many of these winners 
and alumni as can be crammed into a 
2 p.m. program at Muttart Hall (10050 
Macdonald Drive) will celebrate 23 
years of supporting outstanding young 
artists. For tickets, call 430-7576. 

Also on December 28, at both 1:30 
p.m. and 7:30 p.m., the Opera Nuova 
production of Amahl and the Night Visi- 
tors promises to delight audiences of all 
ages. One of several connecting 
threads between the two performanc- 


¥ 


es—after all, they both highlight talent- 
ed young musicians—is the presence of 
Michael Massey. Massey, music director 
for the Edmonton Youth Orchestra, is a 
great “friend” of the Anne Burrows 
Foundation. How his miracle of being 
in two places at the same time will be 
accomplished is a mystery, but no one 
who knows Massey has any doubt he 
will manage it. 

Speaking of miracles, last weekend 
was full of them. One occurred when 
Leonard Ratzlaff invited the audience 
crammed to the rafters at the Edmon- 
ton Christmas Bureau’s noon-hour 
sing-along on Friday, December 20 to 
sing the “Hallelujah Chorus,” perhaps 
the best-known chorus of Handel's 
Messiah, along with other better- 
known Christmas carols. Ratzlaff 
seemed determined to get through as 
many of the pieces on the Edmonton 
Journal song sheet as could be man- 
aged. He also found ways to give famil- 
iar carols new life. And the audience 
did not sing alone. The official choir for 
the concert included representatives 
from every major choir in town. 

For the Messiah itself, Bruce Pullan 
of Vancouver took the baton, and Rat- 
zlaff, music director for the Richard 
Eaton Singers, stepped into the bass 
section of the chorus. Reports have 
billed it as a tremendous production. 
Sunday’s sing-along Messiah in partic- 
ular was “a blast,” says Ria Busink of 
the Richard Eaton Singers. She had 
not been looking forward to it, since 
she didn’t really enjoy the last people’s 
Messiah she attended. This time, how- 
ever, she found it so energizing she 
was still on a high several days later. 

Busink also said that “Bruce Pullan 
is very demanding and has very defi- 


nite goals.” He will definitely be a hard 
act to follow. If the approximately 
1,700 fans of, Handel’s Messiah who 
came out to the Winspear on Decem- 
ber 20 expected to lean back and let 
familiar music lull them into a seasonal 
stupor, they were disappointed. What 
they experienced was great theatre as 
well as great music. Traditionally, the 
difference between opera and oratorio 
is story; opera has a narrative line and 
oratorio is theme-driven. However, 
Messiah not only has a plot, but it is, to 
quote another classic, The Greatest 
Story Ever Told. 

“Having the audience part of the 
game also keeps the work alive,” Pul- 
lan says. “Music changes and lives 
and we change with it.” In fact, he 
considers education and experience 
the solution to what sometimes 
appears to be a crisis in the music 
industry. While the growth of home 
entertainment has meant more peo- 
ple are listening to music than ever 
before, it’s important to show them 
what live music is about—"the atmos- 
phere, the theatre of it.” 

While not playing roles, the soloists 
support the narrative. Linda Perillo’s 
touch was light, silvery and joyful, per- 
fect for the nativity section, while 
Frances Jellard, mezzo-soprano, played 
the tragedy queen in “He was 
despised and rejected of men.” Jellard 
calls this her favourite work to sing, 
one that gives soloists a chance to 
show what they can do. In “Behold, 
and see, if there be any sorrow” and 
the recitative that follows, tenor Robert 
Breault communicated the sense of 
betrayal Christ must have felt, while 
Gary Relyea was the narrator, inter- 
preting the message as a whole. © 
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Masquerade Gala 


Tuesday, December 31, 2002 
A Celebration of the Arts, Music & the New Year... 


Award Winning ice Sculptor 
Delayne Corbett 


Fire Spinner 
Phuong Vu 


Art Exhibit by 
Janice Belyea, 
Melissa Delamar, 
Raya Mission & 
Delayne Corbett 


Tickets $10 In advance 
$12 at the door 


Doors Open @ 9pm 
formal, Fetish or Costume 


DJ Dragon 
with guests 
Dr. YV0 (pore opwence) 
Richard Delamar 
Deep Freeze vs. 
Zenobyte (cots s joe) 


Champagne eimanen 
Door Prizes 
Masques crosodie 


1008) dosper Ave. Polocium Build. 
coll 425-CLUB for more info 
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Rhyme is of the 
tumescence for 
Vancouver hip hop 
collective Swollen 
Members 


By DAVE JOHNSTON 


ms 


t’s been a good year for Swollen 
sieves In the case of the 

dreadlocked MC Prevail, it means 
he’s been able to buy a new home. 

“It's the first place I’ve ever 
moved into that’s brand-new,” he 
laughs over the phone during a wel- 
come break from carting around 
boxes. “It’s kind of weird.” 

It’s one of the few rewards Prevail 
has given himself since the Vancou- 
ver-based hip hop group exploded 
inte the Canadian mainstream two 


years ago. Unlike their brethren on 
both sides of the 49th, Swollen Mem- 
bers have never been much into the 
bling-bling, opting for skatewear over 


Sean Jean, punk rock over P-Funk. 
“That comes from where we live,” 
Prey ail explains, “and being lucky 
enough to travel around the world, to 
make you realize that wearing a Fubu 


jersey or an Enice sweatsuit makes 
you a hip hop head. That isn’t to say 
there’s something against urban 
clothing, but wearing it doesn’t mean 
you know all about the roots of the 
culture. Paying your dues, studying 
the culture—that’s what makes you a 
head. We grew up listening to a lot of 
different music, but we're also influ- 
enced by cinema and books,” 
Growing up on the west coast in 
close proximity to the area’s skate- 
board and snowboard culture has 
also played a massive part in the 
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development of the band’s sound. 
“It was a part of our lifestyle before 
we even started rapping,” Prevails 
says. “They’re natural parts of our 
personality, and the attitude of the 
board culture shines through our 
music, I think. It’s all about enjoy- 
ing what you're doing and not tak- 
ing life too seriously.” 

These are the components that 
have shaped their connection with 
their madly eclectic Canadian fan- 
base, and the reason their music has 
been able to sit so well within the 
hybrid MuchMusic playlists. In fact, 


they’ve topped the music television 
station’s chart three times with their 
clips, most recently with “Steppin’ 
Thru,” the first single from their 
third album, Monsters in the Closet. 


The Peoples’ choice 


The group’s year has been a seem- 
ingly endless succession of awards 
and triumphs: Prevail and Mad 
Child formally welcomed beatmeis- 
ter Rob the Viking and MC Moka 
Only to the fold, and followed their 
2001 Juno Award win for their 
debut album Balance with another 
trophy for Bad Dreams, which in 
turn spawned the hit “Fuel Inject- 
ed,” later remixed by Saukrates. 
Their music has been licensed to 
countless videogames, conipilations 
and commercials and they've 
recorded with DJ Vadim, Dilated 
Peoples’ Evidence, Jurassic 5’s Chali 
2na, Sarah McLachlan and scratch 
team the Beat Junkies, to name but 
afew. “We've been lucky to not 
only have worked with these peo- 
ple,” Prevail enthuses, “but to also 
call some of them friends. Personal- 
ly, I've picked up on a few seasoned 
veterans’ tips from these guys, so 
that hopefully when I get to their 


level, I can pass it on.” 

Now they’re capping the year 
with the filming of their next video, 
“Breath.” Not only does the track 
feature Prevail and Moka’s child- 
hood friend Nelly Furtado, but the 
clip will also be the live-action 
debut for director Todd McFarlane, 
best known for his comic book cre- 
ation Spawn. The crew originally 
wanted the famed artist to illustrate 
the Monsters cover, but the exchange 
between the two camps led to a dis- 
cussion about making the video 
together. “We had looked at some 
treatments, then Todd’s name came 
up again,” Prevail says. “It turned 
out that he was a listener of our 
music, and we all got excited about 
the possibility of doing this togeth- 
er. Even though this isn’t going to 
be animated, the way he sees things 
will probably make things look like 
a comic book. It’s going to be the 
sickest video. It’s going to be ill.” 


Mad Child gets adopted 


Coups like that are part of a pattern 
for the group since it began in Van- 
couver, when Victoria natives Prevail 
and Moka—who were calling them- 
selves Splitsfear at the time—hooked 


up with MC and Battle Axe Records 
impresario Mad Child, who had 
returned from a stint within the San 
Francisco hip hop scene. When Moka 
decided he wanted to fly solo, Prevail 
and Mad Child began dropping 
rhymes and performing as Swollen 
Members. “When Mad came back up, 
it was initially the three of us, and we 
wrote a couple of songs together,” 
Prevail recalls. “Then Moka wanted to 
explore some solo stuff—he had been 
in a group before joining me—and | 
was curious to see what Mad and | 
could come up with,” 

From early on, the group's char- 
acter has been defined by their abili- 
ty to balance party vibes with an 
introspective lyricism that verges o1 
the nightmarish. It’s not the kind o; 
mix that ensures commercial suc 
cess, but audiences have responded 
to the absence of conventional bling 
and booty with feverish enthusiasm 
“We've always concentrated on 
lending substance to what we do— 
dark things are real life,” Prevail! 
explains. “But everybody likes to 
have a good time, so I think we ca 
celebrate both sides ofsexperienc: 
You've got to be able to let loos 
and have fun because when you’: 
performing, you've got to be able to 
have those songs*that ‘Spark people 
to throw off their shirts.” , 


Prevailing opinions 


Their fans have also been won over by 
the Members’ dedication to touring, 
which keeps them flying around for 
the better part of the year. “Our atti- 
tude has always been to spread the 
message as far as we can,” Prevail says 
“A place like Canada is so geographi- 
cally challenged, and kids don’t always 
have access to live shows all the time 
If people are digging this where we 
are, maybe people in other places 
might too. So we've got to get out to 
the smaller places and give them a 
chance to see and hear the music live. 
That way, after seeing us perform or 
seeing our videos on MuchMusic, 
they'll persuade their local record shop 
to order a few copies of our albums.” 
For Prevail, it’s about paying dues 
“If you’re not prepared to tour men- 
tally and physically,” he says, “then 
you're losing out on a huge part of 
your career as a musician, We’re lucky 
that early on in our career we've had 
those moments where we slept on 
top of speaker cabinets. All those sto- 
ries you've heard about bands touring 
in vans with no internal panels or 
windows—we’ve done that shit too.” 
The coming year holds a new 
album as well as a concerted effort 
to break into the United States. The 
group already has some strong 
regional audiences, but they’re pre- 
pared to take their message to the 
rest of the U.S. in the same fashion 
as they have in Canada. “We've all 
lived down there and spent time 
there doing shows, so we’ve got 
strong circles to work within,” Pre- 
vail points out. “We've got nothing 
but confidence and excitement 
about starting the rollercoaster ride 
all over again. The realization that 
it’s going to be ten time the work is 
staggering, but we're excited.” © 


Swollen Members 
Red’s © Sat, Dec 28 © 
www.battleaxerecords.com 
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By DAVID STONE 


Y not? 


It’s nearly over, this damn year. And 
like the mad animal it is, dance culture 
appears to have slipped into hiberna- 
tion for a little while, as club nights 
and parties scale back. But I’m not 
that worried. 

The underground is carrying on 
strong, judging from the buzz around 
the new Y Afterhours, which opens on 
Friday. | was able to have a look around 
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‘Sucker Than Your Arerage 


the club earlier this week, and Anthony 
Donohue isn’t lying when he says 
Edmonton hasn’t seen a place like this. | 
haven’t, at least not in the after-hours 
scene. The extensive renovations have 
scraped away just about every last ves- 
tige of what Therapy used to look like, 
and that’s only one good reason to be 
excited about the potential of this place. 
Y is just as nice as any decent club in this 
city and could compete with a number 
of bars on aesthetics alone. 

Up until now, after-hours clubs in 
this city have settled for being sub-stan- 
dard venues—whether that’s a result of 
a lack of funds or contempt for their 
audience depends on the place. What Y 
is doing is bringing not only class to 
their presentation, but a philosophy 
that says these places are proper clubs, 
with a responsibility to their clientele 
and the community. It’s a place that 
reflects the lessons of the past and the 
enthusiasm for the future. | look for- 
ward to playing there and | hope you'll 
give it the support it deserves. 

Y is only one of several clubs get- 
ting ready for the biggest party night 
in the universe, New Year’s Eve. The 
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after-hours club has cooked up a sin- 
gle-ticket deal with Majestik that lets 
you ring in the new year with some 
champagne (or whatever beverage you 
chose) and party favours in one place, 
then rock until dawn at the other. It’s a 
good deal for $30 and you can get the 
passes at DV8, Foosh, Underground, 
Colourblind, Majestik and Y. 

Lush is celebrating the occasion for 
the last time in its history with NYE 
2003. For $10, you get three rooms 
featuring house, trance, drum ‘n’ bass 
and hip hop, recalling the halcyon days 
of Turbo Saturdays.Tics at the door. 

The Power Plant on the U of A 
campus is also holding a big electron- 
ic event for NYE called Resolution. The 
DJs include Neal K, Brian Passmore, D} 
m.d., Big Daddy, Sam | Am, John Tra- 
volta, Snare and Dave the Drug Run- 
ner, so expect a scattered palette of 
techno, house and trance. Tickets are 
$15 advance and $20 at the door, 
available at the Plant. 

Pure has opted for the opulent 
route this year with the Fire and Ice 
Masquerade Ball. With a line-up fronted 
by veteran DJ Dragon, along with fire- 


breathers and ice sculptors, the Whyte 
Avenue bar is definitely adding some 
elegance to the special night. Tickets 
are $10 advance and $12 at the door, 
available only at the club. 

The headz and the hustlers can 
travel down the road to the Backroom 
Vodka Bar, who are hosting a special 
New Year's edition of their popular 
Flava hip hop night. Wear your best 
bling gear and get ready to booty, 
troopers. Drop intothe Backroom for 
more details and tickets, 

If you're looking for something a bit 
more mainstream, both Cowboys and 
Red’s are turning on their time 
machines and heading back into the 
era of disco with their respective Nyc 
celebrations, while Bronze has decided 
to opt for a glamorous Hollywood bash. 
The Armoury, meanwhile, is staging 
another party in the same vein as their 
glitzy long-weekend Colour soirees with 
a contemporary mix of chart hits and 
dance floor crossover tracks. 

As for me, I’ve got my record box 
packed and a fresh bottle of aspirin in 
the bathroom. Hey, the party has to 
end sometime. See you next year. © 


* 


CLUB WEEKLY 


THE ARMOURY—10310-85 Ave, 702-1800 « 
MON: Go-Girl Night: upstairs: Junior Brown, sexy 
house * THU: Lo Ball Night * FRI: Heaven and Hell, 
top 40 dance and retro ® SAT: top 40 dance and 
R&B * NYE: Absolut New Year's Eve Party 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR—10324 Whyte Ave * 
MON: Local Motive, house, techno and progressive 
with D] Waterboy and guests * THU: | Can’t Believe 
It’s Not Friday, house with D} Waterboy and regular 
guests * FRI: top 40 and R&B with Sunni Sidhu « 
SAT: Flava, hip-hop * NYE: Flava 2003, hip hop, R&B 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE—10425 Whyte Ave, 439- 
1082 * TUE: Digital Underdog, hip hop with Sonny 
Grimezz, C-Sekshun, and Megaforce * SUN: What 
The Hell, downtempo beats with D] Tryptomene 


BRONZE ON STH * 10345-105 Street * WED: 
Ladies Night ¢ FRI: Friday Night Fever, top 40, hip 
hop and R&B ® SUN; Industry night 


BUDDY'S—11725 Jasper Ave, 488-6636 * SAT: 
Animal, house with DJs Juicy and Derkin 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB—10815 Jasper Avenue, 
425-0850 « FRI: Funktion Friday, with DJ Al-V and 
Wayne B SUN: Ladies Night, with Invinceable, 
MC J-Money and guests 


CLIMAXX AFTERHOURS—10148-105 St. * (780) 
425 2582 * THU: guest DJs * FRI: Crunchee, Mr. 
Anderson, Charlie Mayhem, Shortee *SAT; Wil Dan- 
ger, Donovan, Jaw-Dee, Tomek, LP, Protégé 


CRISTAL LOUNGE—10336 Jasper Ave, info 426- 
7521 *—RI DEC 20: Urban Fiesta, with DJ Invince- 
able and Pachuco Pachanga * SAT: Urban 
Saturdays, with DJ Al-V, Wayne B and guests 


ELEPHANT AND CASTLE ON WHYTE—10314 82 
Ave, ph. 439-4545 * TUE: Method, breaks, hip- 
house with D) Headspin 


HALO—10538-Jasper Ave, 423-HALO * WED: 
Copecetic, Brit pop and indie rock with DJs Rich 
and Shane * THU: Classic Night, retro with D] 
Davey James FRI: Pulse, progressive house with 
Darcy Ryan, Mike Shouf and quests * SAT: For Those 
Who Know, with Junior Brown, Remo and quests 


LUSH/THE REV-10030-102 St., 424-2851 * WED: 
Main-The Classic, retro with Dj Loki; Velvet-pro- 
gressive house with Ariel & Roel * FRI: Future 
Funk—main room: The House of DV8, house and 
progressive with residents David Stone, Ryan Wade 
and guests—DEC 20: F@S$K It! End of Exams Bash; 
Velvet: The Trauma Room, drum ‘n‘ bass with resi- 
dents Degree, Phatcat, Skoolee and quests * THU 
DEC 26: Boxing Day Blowout * NYE: Lush 2003, 
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ARS N70) 
Bhar 
ADYWo/ I S16. 99 


house, trance, d ‘n’ b, hip hop 


MAJESTIK—101 23-112 St. * MON: Skool, house 
and tech house with Charlie Mayhem, Anthony 
Donohue and guests * TUE: DV8 Records Dj 
Karaoke * THU: House with residents Tripswitch, 
Sweetz, and guests * FRI: Urban Fridays, hip hop 
with Shortround and Echo ¢ SAT: Ladies Night, 
house with Anthony Donohue, Derkin, Juicy and 
guests * SUN: D’oh!, progressive house and classics 
with D] David Stone and quests * NYE: MeqaMix 
Party, with Anthony Donohue, Charlie Mayhem, 
Kristoff, Tripswitch, Sweetz, Crunchee 


NEW CITY—10081-Jasper Ave, 413-4578 * SUN: 
Lounge—Atmosphere, chilled beats; Main— 
Chocolate Sundays, house with Remo and quests « 
WED: Honey, house with Remo and Junior Brown * 
NYE: The $5 New Year's Eve Party 


POWER PLANT—U of A Campus ® NYE: Resolu- 
tion, with DJs Neal K, Brian Passmore, Dj m.d., Big 
Daddy, Sam | Am, John Travolta, Snare and Dave 
the Drug Runner 


PURE—10551-82 Avenue, 995-PURE * TUES: Pure 
Opulence, house with residents Yvo DelCanto and 
Richard Delamar, with quests * WED: Breakout!, hip 
hop and breakbeats with Rage and J-Funk * THU: 
Cold & Jaded, industrial and hardcore with Zenobyte 
and Deep Freeze * FRI-SAT: mixed house with D] 
Dragon * NYE: Fire & Ice Masquerade Ball, with 
Dragon, Deep Freeze, Zenobyte, Richard Delamar 


RED‘’S—Phase 3, WEM, 481-6420 ® SAT DEC 28: 
Swollen Members * NYE: Studio 54 Party 


THE ROOST—10345-104 St. # TUES: Upstairs: 
Roots, R&B and hip-hop with Break Fluid and 
Alvaro * FRI: Upstairs: house with Alvaro, Headspin, 
Diabolik, Topaz, Yvo and guests 


SAVOY—10401 Whyte Ave, 438-0373 © FRI: Sea- 
side, twee muzik w/Rich & Kyle © SAT: Beats, with 
Ariel & Roel * SUN; French Pop, with Deja DJ 


SUBLIME (late night/after hours)-10147-104 St., 
Bsmt. 905-8024 * FRI: Astrotrip, Darcy Ryan, 52 * 
SAT: house with Manny Mulatto and Locks Garant 


Y AFTERHOURS(latenight/after hours)—10028- 
102 Street * FRI: F&@K It Fridays, with Tripswitch, 
Sweetz, Remo, Bounce, Old Bitch, Jameel, LP, 
Degree and MC Flowpro, Colin Rutt * SAT; May- 
hem Saturdays, with Charlie Mayhem, Crunchee, 
Anthony Donohue, David Stone, Derkin, Juicy, 
Donovan, Jaw-Dee, Dave Thierman, Mike Shoaf * 
NYE: Y¥ & The Purple Starfish Party, with two rooms 
of house, trance, hard house, d ‘n’ b and breaks 
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Smith, Augustus Pablo, Sky Juice, Sci- 
entist, Prince Jammy and King Tubby 
are practically household names. 


ly worth a listen, but you'll need some 
- rest afterward. Seve te —T.C. SHaw 


Not your usual sort of record for tradi- 
tional emocore label Vagrant, but 
Koufax’s sophomore album is a wel- 
come respite from all that hand- 
wringing and grinding guitar noise. 
What you get instead is an energetic 
pop album that borrows heavily from 
the greatest of pop traditions, from 
the Knack to the Beach Boys, and rein- 
terprets them with irreverence and 
passion. The melodies are dead 
catchy, with the hustling title track 
and “Younger Body” trotting exuber- 
antly along. It’s a far more cheerful 
affair than Dashboard Confessional, 
and thanks for that. Put down that 
Face to Face record, son, and get 
happy. % ¥e ¥e¥e —Dave JoHNsTON 


Things are getting pretty bad when 
a good way to describe 3 Doors 
Down is to say that they're kind of 
like Matchbox Twenty, only without 
the glamour. Say, haven’t | heard this 
album before? Yeah, we all have, 
dozens of times. The names may 
have changed, but the song remains 
the same. 

To me, this is the other side of the 
wooden nickel that rock music has 
become; if it isn’t circus geeks on 


oR 
MO 


speed dressed like extras from The 
Road Warrior, it’s four very ordinary- 
looking guys with the combined star 
quality of an accountancy firm and the 
smoldering sensuality of the national 
champions from Reach for the Top. 

Yeah, but what's the disc sound 
like, you ask? | think it sounds like a 
job well done. A day job, that is, as in 
“punch in around 9 a.m., record ‘til 
4:30, refuse to work overtime and 
when the weekend comes around, 
do something fulfilling, like cleaning 
out the garage or camping or even 
sleeping.” That makes two of us. 
eH —T.C. Shaw 


KELLY OsBourRNE 
Suur Up (Eric/Sony) 

Yeah, so she’s an unlikely TV star, 
thanks to the disturbingly voyeuristic 
phenomenon that is The Osbournes. 
She's an antisocial brat who wouldn't 
be all that interesting if-she weren’t 
shrieking her way through life and 
coasting into our homes on a wave of 
profanity and idiocy. Now the young 
Ms. Osbourne is attempting to parlay 
her unexpected fame into a music 
career (and prove she can rock as 
hard as dear old dad) with this 
extended Avril-style tantrum. Shut Up 
is a predictable collection of angst- 
ridden drivel that mines such topics 
as authority (the title track) and par- 
tying with boys (the ballad “More 
Than Life Itself”) with punchy 
arrangements and enough produc- 
tion to make any pop diva blush. “I'm 
not here for your amusement,” Kelly 
squawks early on. Then why are you 
wasting our time, young lady? Shut 
up, indeed. Ke —Dave JoHNston 


Tue Jonn Entwistte Bano Lerr 
For Live Detuxe (Koch) 
Surely one of the most low-profile 
projects by a high-profile musician, the 
late John Entwistle and his band flew 
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under the radar of most rock fans, 
including your humble scribe, who 
didn’t even know there was a John 
Entwistle Band until now. Did you? 

My friend Karl did, and he says the 
JEB sounds as if they're copying tracks 
off the Who's Live at Leeds so carefully 
that even the idiosyncratic mistakes 
and duff notes are lovingly repro- 
duced. The band has energy, but it’s 
smothered by the sanitized produc- 
tion. They're tight, but the whole 
thing is a little too forced, y’know? 
Almost too professional. 

Entwistle and Co. sound nowhere 
near as sharp and economical as the 
‘Oo at their peak, when they owed 
their charm largely to their sheer 
unpredictability. (When will Keith 
Moon fall into his kit? Will Townshend 
clobber someone with his Les Paul? 
Will Daltrey hit someone with his mic? 
Will Entwistle miss a note?) Take away 
the foibles, John, and you've got... 
(yawn) music. 9x ¥e-t% —T.C. SHaw 


PRINCE ALLA AND JuNion Ross 
1 CAN HEAR THE CHILDREN SINGING 
1975-78 (BLoop & Fire) 

I'd never heard of either Prince Alla or 
Junior Ross before picking up this disc, 
but my gut instinct (and song titles 
like “Jah Jah Bird” and “Bow Down 
Babylon”) told me this just might be a 

reggae disc. 

Was | ever right, for a change! 
Not only is this a stellar compilation 
of tuneful, soulful reggae tracks, but 
the list of session musicians, engi- 
neers and producers who appear on 
this double disc reads like a who’s 
who of mid-'70s reggae heavy- 
weights. It may all be patois to you, 
but for those in the know, names like 
Sly Dunbar and Robbie Shakespeare 
(the drum and bass partners who 
played on what seems like nearly half 
of the albums that came out of 
Jamaica after 1975), Earl “Chinna” 
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THIS CONCERT CELEBRATES THREE OF THE REV'S FAVORITE BANDS OVER OUR 15 YEAR HISTORY. PLEASE COME OUT AND SEE THEM ONE LASTTIME ON THE REV'S STAGE 


10030 - 102ST 
INFO: 423-7820 
18+ ID REQUIRED 


With 24 strong tracks, including 
dub “versions,” extended versions and 


hard-to-obtain 12” mixes, | Can Hear 


the Children Singing is a solid collec- 
tion of easy-skankin’ musical sunshine 
that transports the listener to the 
island of sun, surf and ganja smoke. A 
great introduction to the Ja sound. 


te te HH —T.C. SHaw 


Youmee BrotHers Front Eno 
LiFTER (RYKO/ROPEADOPE) 
Vernon Reid (guitarist for Living Color) 
and Dj Logic (DJ for, erm, DJ Logic) 
combine forces to bring you what 
they'd like to think is a hip hop, funk- 
tastic, electro-rock soundtrack of sex, 
soul and sensational soundz that 
scorch your skull and stroke your 
skivvies at the same time. What 
they've really created sounds more like 
a competition to see which of them is 
the project's true frontman. And in a 

duo, that’s a recipe for disaster. 
Despite the overt sexuality of the 
disc (not to mention the most over- 
the-top liner notes since the last Par- 
liament album came out), Front End 
Lifter sounds like two albums playing 
at once. It could be, as the liner notes 
boast, “a wonderful soundtrack for 
your private, tortured psychodrama,” 
or it could be, as my nephew Trevor 
put it, “a bunch of wack sounds.” 
Front End Lifter is the product of an 
ambitious two-man sonic phalanx 
whose combined input creates a lively, 
unpredictable soundscape of varying 
moods and textures, but it’s also a hell 
of a lot of sonic spaghetti, only about 
half of which sticks to the wall. Definite- 
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Rossic Witiiams 
Escapo.ocy (EMI) 


All he really wants is for North America 
to love him. In England, Robbie 
Williams is a superstar—endless fodder 
for the tabloids and a chart-busting 
idol—yet every single one of his albums 
has failed to win the hearts and minds 
of the former colonies. Perhaps if 
Williams were to grow a beard and 
mullet and sling a guitar onto his back, 
we'd accept him. But instead we get 
Escapology, a half-decent collection of 
funky pop choons that adequate; 
showcase his roguish demeanour. Pop, 
rock and hip hop are all handily refer- 
enced, serving as a bed to his sly mus- 
ings about fame (most of which were 
penned with longtime collaborator Guy 
Chambers). However, the average 
North American won't have a clue why 
Williams would be so upset about being 
famous and will instead chalk up the 
poor sod as another arrogant git from 
across the pond. Time for a change, 
young sir. &¥e¥ —Dave JOHNSTON 
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1008! Jasper Ave. Polodium Build. 
coll 429-CLUB for more info 
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Even musical-haters 
will love Chicago— 
unless they also 


hate sexy dames 
and cynical songs 


By JOSEF BRAUN 


ple with an intense, almost irra- 

tional predisposition against 
musicals—and in the cinema, where 
naturalism reigns, the idea of all 
these characters bursting into big, 
brassy numbers that spell out exactly 
how they feel just gives me the 
creeps all the more. But damn if it 
didn’t take about 30 exhilarating sec- 
onds of Rob Marshall’s long-in-the- 
works adaptation of Kander and 
Ebb’s Chicago to blow my reserva- 
tions out the window with an explo- 
sion of sex, mystery, flash and 
sophistication. I felt overwhelmed 
and | wanted more. | felt like human 
bodies were simply meant to undu- 
late, slide and snap to the audacious 
choreography of Bob Fosse, like I 
wanted these wicked women to take 
me for a ride, con me, use me up and 
dump me. I was utterly sold from the 
get-go. Did I mention the sex? 

Of course, Chicago is not exactly 
your average cheery musical. Unless 
you sympathize deeply with heartless 
murderers, there ain’t no happy end- 
ing to be found. Nobody sings about 
the glories of love and even lust isn’t 
worth a single bar if there’s no fame 
or money attached. This is a story 
about greed and deceit, and the best 
part is the stinging ring of truth to it 
all. Set during prohibition, Chicago 
follows one Roxie Hart (Renée Zell- 
weger), a nobody desperate to be a 
cabaret star, just like the smoldering 
singer-dancer Velma Kelly (Catherine 


ae that I’m one of these peo- 
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Zeta-Jones). And just like Velma, 
Roxie gets arrested for murder. Velma 
offed her sister and her husband 
when she caught them having an 
affair; the married Roxie iced her 
secret boyfriend when she realized he 
wasn’t going to advance her career. 
For both, it might turn out to be the 
smartest PR move of their profession- 
al lives—providing they don’t hang. 
The script was adapted by Bill 
Condon (writer/director of Gods and 
Monsters), who cleverly melds the real 
setting for each of Roxie’s fantasy 
songs with spectacular imagined 
cabaret performances hosted by the 
subtly nefarious bandleader played by 
Taye Diggs. The results are electric. 
Marshall, though as a filmmaker has 
only a couple of TV versions of stage 
musicals under his belt, has made 
Chicago very much a movie. The 
interlacing of the parallel worlds of 
onstage and off is seamless, thanks in 
no small part to the dazzlingly fluid 


= musica! 


editing of Martin Walsh (Bridget Jones’ 
Diary, Backbeat). Building on Fosse’s 
original choreography (which was fea- 
tured in the recent Broadway revival), 
Marshall orchestrates theatrics and 
film language with teasing elegance, 
knowing when to fully indulge in the 
flash of a naked thigh or the thrust of 
a waist and when to let the camera 
cut away so that a movement can 
simply fly offscreen into the shadows. 


Zellweger! Zeta-Jones! 
Zowie! 


Marshall’s gaze seems to have its 
strongest affinity with Zeta-Jones, 
who to my eye is more effective 
here than in anything I’ve seen her 
do before. Her femme fatale is all 
attitude, shameless flaunt followed 


by merciless restraint. Her dark eyes 
burn holes in the camera. She's like 
a long, tall stick of dynamite 
wrapped in garters and mounted on 
heels. It seems at first like the 
squishy-faced Zellweger might not 
be able to match her—but that’s the 
point. As Roxie gains more confi- 
dence, the wrinkles in Zellweger's 
veneer (and her face) smooth out 
luxuriously. This transition is one of 
the film’s highlights. 

Of course, you could argue that 
not all of Marshall’s gambles work 
out perfectly. While his use of 
Queen Latifah in the truncated role 
of the warden Mama Morton could 
coast easily just on her first volup- 
tuous number (“When You're Good 
to Mama,” which has a terrific “tit 
for tat” gag), perhaps Richard Gere 
isn’t quite the ideal Billy Flynn, the 
hotshot Johnny Cochran to Zell- 


weger’s O.J. Gere has a twinkle in 


his eye and razzle-dazzle to spare, 
but admittedly, he seems a touch 
clumsier on his toes than the others, 
a little stiffer with broad, flamboy- 
ant gestures in the climactic court- 
room scene. 

Does that really matter? I’m not 
so sure it does. On the stage, the 
actor's ability to sell his stuff is 
everything; onscreen it’s another 
matter completely. In the case of 
Chicago, the filmmakers find ways of 
suggesting things with colour, an 
unexpected angle or a sharp cut that 
creates the same sizzle as a perfectly 
executed dance move can onstage. 
But where Moulin Rouge was all cine- 
ma trickery and no guts, Marshall 
has found a perfect balance of the 
two. Chicago is absolutely visceral. 0 


Chicago 
Directed by Rob Marshal © Written 
by Bill Condon ® Starring Renée 
Zellweger, Catherine Zeta-Jones and 
_ Richard Gere * Now playing 
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>> FUTURE SHOP 


Come see what your future has in store. 


Only at 
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Free shipping on movie orders over °39 
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-Denzel’s directorial 
debut is a genuinely 
inspirational 
true-life saga 

By JOSEF BRAUN 


e themes of Denzel Washing- 
ij ton’s directorial debut 
Antwone Fisher will no doubt 
~@und very familiar and perhaps even 
unwelcome and dull to anyone who 
sees a lot of movies. The film’s title 
character is a young man with a hard- 
luck background; born in prison to a 
mother who didn’t want him; father 
was murdered two months previously 
by an enraged girlfriend; placed in an 
abusive home where he was continu- 
ally told he was worthless; whatever 
friends he made along the way were 
lost. Antwone Fisher had the odds 
stacked against’ him from the start, 
but we can tell there's something spe- 
cial about him, that he’s got a good 
-sgeart and a sharp mind and a wealth 
- of inner strength. And with a little 
guidance from the right person, we 
know he can make it through. 
It might seem like Washington, 
- who co-stars as Antwone’s psychia- 
trist and father figure in the film, 
was eS for an easy way to court 


Missing impersonators’ bureau 


Steven Spielberg 

recaptures his old 
_filmmaking vigour in 

Catch Me If You Can 


By JOSEF BRAUN 


atch Me If You Can is a cat- 
Ciena caper about the 

fantastic true adventures of 
Frank Abagnale, a legendary con 
man who, as a teenager in the 1960s, 
ran away from a breaking home, suc- 
cessfully posed as a pediatrician, pilot 
and lawyer and stole 2.5 million dol- 
lars from U.S. banks while being con- 
tinually pursued by the FBI. Adapted 
ftom Abagnale’s 1980 autobiography 
“DY Jeff Nathanson (Rush Hour), the 
film tackles that most revered of 
American icons, the winsome outlaw 
who beats the system. Abagnale 
worked painstakingly, cultivating his 
considerable charm as the primary 
tool in his arsenal and, in a whirl- 
wind period of just a few years, 
enjoyed all the benefits of the Ameri- 
can Dream: luxury houses, flashy 
cars, hip suits, pretty girls and bour- 
geois respectability. And like any 
proper American outlaw, he relished 
4me thrill of the chase. 

After such ponderous, occasional- 
ly compelling, yet frequently philo- 
sophically juvenile exercises in 
mega-moviemaking as Schindler’s List, 
Saving Private Ryan, Amistad, the drea- 
rily leaden A./. and last spring’s Minor- 
taReport, it’s difficult to believe that a 
film as buoyant, vivacious and just 
plain fun as Catch Me If You Can could 


an Oscar, or at least ensure mass 
appeal with his choice of material. 
After all, everyone likes to see a good 
kid overcome obstacles and work 
hard to make his dreams come true. 
It worked for Billy Elliot and was 
promptly imitated (poorly) in There’s 
Only One Jimmy Grimble; it worked 
for Gus van Sant’s Good Will Hunting, 
and van Sant himself returned 
unabashedly to the very same 
themes with his follow-up, Finding 
Forrester. And Antwone Fisher has the 
added poignancy of not only being a 
true story, but also having a script 
written by the real Antwone Fisher, 


who was “discovered” working as a 
security guard at Sony. 

Call me a cynic, but knowing all 
this, I approached Antwone Fisher with 
great skepticism, as I would any film 
that seems overly eager to promote 
itself as “inspirational.” But Antwone 
Fisher is a more sophisticated work 
than many pictures like it. It certainly 
does the trick of making us care about 
its protagonist and celebrate his victo- 
ties but, with few exceptions, it rarely 
stoops to cheap manipulation or 
corny conventions to do it. 

Antwone Fisher's eT blessing 


is Washington, who shows great 
restraint for a guy who might have 
felt he had something to prove on 
the other side of the camera. He’s 
crafted a quiet, tender and evenly 
paced film composed largely of crisp, 
clean close-ups and intimate medi- 
um shots that allow his terrific 
young actors (Derek Luke as Fisher 
and Joy Bryant as his love interest) to 
find their way through scenes that 
depend on nuance to get their point 
across. And in regards to expressing 
his themes, Washington trusts his 
material to resonate instead of forc- 
ing grandiose climaxes that turn the 
story into something more theatrical 
than it need or should be. 


Pancake makeup 


Fisher himself displays a talent for 
structure and naturalistic dialogue, 
but you do have to wonder if he was 
an ideal choice to tell his own story. 
There’s an excessive reliance on 
flashbacks to create drama. In one 
scene, Antwone begins to hint at an 
experience of sexual abuse as a child, 
and we immediately understand 
what he's talking about—yet Fisher 
then writes in a scene that shows us 
what we've already figured out, and 
serves no other purpose besides. 
There are a few redundant moments 
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like this in Antwone Fisher, though 
crucially, they don’t interrupt the 
film’s flow. The script only really fal- 
ters significantly in its resolution. 
The film begins with a dream in 
which Antwone imagines a family 
feast he never had; the films ends, 
rather ridiculously, with him getting 
exactly what he always wanted 
handed to him like a sudden miracle, 
right down to that big steaming stack 
of pancakes spread out just for him. 
Washington was clearly devoted 
to realizing everything just how Fisher 
dreamed it. He’s has eae radiated a 


<< qe se > 


of the Fisher-man: Derek Luke and Joy Bryant in Antwone Fisher 


big heart as an actor (which at time 
has spilled over into preachiness), and 
I think that same heart holds him jus 
a hair shy of a cool, sober interpreta. 
tion of Fisher's story. But only just 
Basically, Washington just really 
wanted to give Fisher his pancakes 
And, given the nature of Fisher’s story, 
it’s hard to hold that against him. © 


_ | Antwone Fisher 


Directed by Denzel Washington « 
Written by Antwone Fisher ® Starring 

Derek Luke, Joy Bryant and Denzel 
Washington ¢ Opens Wed, Jan | 


actually have come from Steven Spiel- 
berg, that most hamfisted of Ameri- 
can filmmakers. But the on-the-run 
spirit of Abagnale’s story seems to 
have whipped Spielberg into shape as 
a director, getting his blood flowing 
again, activating his own sense of glee 
instead of poorly intellectualizing it 
and trimming off the overblown 
excess that so often weighs his movies 
down. The film has a breathless, mis- 
chievous spontaneity that hasn’t 
graced Spielberg’s work since the best 
scenes in E.T. Though dazzlingly art- 
directed and narratively taut, it has 
none of the stiff, overdeliberate feel of 
his last decade of films. (Even John 


drama 


Williams's score sounds fresh and live- 
ly, if you can believe it.) The film sim- 
ply glides through its well-structured 
script, letting the audience coast along 
with it and allowing the performers to 
stay loose and limber. And that in 
itself is what’s wonderful about Catch 
Me If You Can—it's a chase picture 
that’s all about the performances. 


Fraud is in the details 


Undoubtedly, Abagnale benefited a 
great deal from good luck. Spielberg 
has hypothesized that Abagnale 
wouldn't have pulled off his stunts in 
a different period, that the innocence 
of the ’60s played a key role in his 
success as a fraud. I’m not sure if 
many people who lived though that 
period would agree with Spielberg, yet 
certainly contemporary security meas- 
ures would never allow Abagnale’s 


schemes to get very far. (Particularly 
since Abagnale himself has since 
become a major innovator in forgery 
and bank fraud prevention in the 
U.S.) Nonetheless, Abagnale makes a 
very cinematic antihero because each 
of his feats depended on astounding 
psychological sleight of hand and 
inspired schmoozing. And this is 
where Leonardo DiCaprio comes in. 

DiCaprio is enjoying one hellof a 
comeback. Not only is he starring in 
two highly anticipated (and as it turns 
out, quite good) films by two of the 
U.S.’s most revered directors, but while 
Gangs of New York lets him reinvent 
himself as a darker, rugged and more 
adult film star, Catch Me If You Can, in 
which he pays Abagnale, allows him 
to capitalize on his still-prominent 
baby-faced good looks. In fact, 
DiCaprio is more charismatic as a 28- 
year-old playing a teen than back 
when he actually was a teen. In previ- 
ous years, his best moments onscreen 
could sometimes be tainted by a tire- 
some, bratty poutiness or generic 
angry-young-man shtick. But as Abag- 
nale, DiCaprio conveys a deeper blend 
of conflicted emotions and motiva- 
tions than he ever did in, say, his 
obnoxious turn as Rimbaud in Total 
Eclipse. He finds a necessary balance of 
confidence and awe. When that invol- 
untary little shit-eating grin alights on 
his face (you know the one), he has a 
way of disarming his own smugness 
with the sheer disbelief that he’s really 
getting away with it all. 


Yes indeed, I’m Walken 


There’s a terrific tension between 
DiCaprio and Tom Hanks, who plays 


Leonardo DiCaprio is a se 


FBI agent Carl Hanratty, the man 
who devoted five years of his career 
to nabbing Abagnale. They have a 
great, nervy scene in which Abagnale 
actually pretends to be a CIA op on 
his own trail, and everything about 
it—Abagnale’s improvisation, Han- 
ratty’s befuddlement—is surprisingly 
convincing. As well, DiCaprio shares 
some strong scenes with Christopher 
Walken as Abagnale’s father, himself 
a con man (but a failed one), slowly 
fading into a quiet, disappointed life 
alone. Perhaps it’s smart casting, but 
there is an incredible resemblance 
between these two when they turn 
on the charm, the way they seem to 
lock the camera upon themselves 
with a subtly penetrating gaze that 
reveals just a hint of desperation 
upon repeated viewing. 

Only the lovely French actress 
Nathalie Baye (Une liaison 
pornographique, Venus Beauty Institute) 


onscious pilot in Catch Me If You Can 


suffers the more common Spielber; 
gian flaw of Token Woman Character! 
Syndrome. Though obviously a high 
ly significant force in his life, Abag- 
nale’s mother gets utterly lost in the 
action, and her few moment 
onscreen are plagued by a rathe! 
dumb metaphor that tries to pry @l 
sorts of meaning from her inabilit! 
to quit smoking. There’s an absurdly 
puritanical streak within Spielbe! 
and Nathanson (or perhaps Abagnalt 
himself) that shows up in thes 
mother-son moments. But, to be 
sure, these flashes are just about the 
only thing that stalls this otherwis¢ 
marvelous specimen of contemp° 
tary mainstream moviemaking. © 


as Catch t pcan 
Directed by Steven Spielberg t 
Written by Jeff Nathanson ® Starring 
Leonardo DiCaprio, Tom Hanks an¢ 
Christopher Walken * Now playing 
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FILM WEEKLY 


NEW THIS WEEK | 
Antwone Fisher (CO) Derek 
Luke, Denzel Washington (who 
PICK also directed) and Joy Bryant 

star in the inspirational true 
story of a young sailor, abandoned by 
his family as a child, who struggles to 
control his violent temper with the 
help of a sympathetic Navy psychia- 
trist. Screenplay by Antwone Fisher. 
(Opens Fri, Jan 10) 


Gannes 2002 World's Best Commer- 
clals Festival (GA) A selection of amus- 
ing and visually inventive international 
commercials, culled from the more than 
4,000 entrants at the most recent 
Cannes Festival of Advertising. (Opens 
Thu, Dec 26) 


Chicago (CO) Renée Zellweger, 
—_ Catherine Zeta-jones and Richard 
Pick Gere star in director Rob Marshall’s 

flashy film version of the classic 
Bob Fosse stage musical about a pair of 
publicity-hungry murderesses manipulat- 
ing the courts and the media in 1930s 
Chicago. Songs by John Kander and Fred 
Ebb. (Opens Thu, Dec 26) 


Rabbit-Proof Fence (P) Everlyn Sampi, 

"nna Sansbury, Kenneth Branagh and 
David Gulpilil star in The Quiet American 
director Phillip Noyce’s drama, based on 
the true story of three young Aboriginal 
girls who walked 1,500 miles across the 
Australian outback in the 1930s in order 
to be reunited with their family after 
having been abducted by the govern- 
ment and placed in a faraway training 
camp. (Opens Thu, Dec 26) 


FIRST-RUN MOVIES 


Analyze That (CO, FP) Robert De 
Niro, Billy Crystal and Lisa Kudrow star 
in director/co-writer Harold Ramis’s 
sequel to the 1999 comedy Analyze 
This, which reunites neurotic mobster 
Paul Vitti, newly released from prison, 
with his equally stressed-out psychiatrist 
Dr. Ben Sobel. 


a) Bowling for Columbine (P) 
Roger and Me writer/director 
WUE . 
Ita Michael Moore examines Ameri- 
cans’ love affair with firearms and 
probes the roots of the United States’ 
astronomical gun-murder rate in this 
satirical documentary featuring inter- 
views with Charlton Heston, Marilyn 
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It's big entertainment! 


Daily 1:00, 3:00, 5:00, 7:00, 9:00 


Manson and Mait Stone. 


Catch Me If You Can (CO, FP, L) 
Leonardo DiCaprio, Tom Hanks 
Ck and Christopher Walken star in 
Minority Report director Steven 
Spielberg's comedy/drama, based on the 
memoir by Frank Abagnale, Jr., whose 
seria! habit of impersonating doctors, 
lawyers and airplane pilots made him the 
youngest person ever to be put on the 
FBI's most-wanted list. 


Die Another Day (CO, FP) Pierce Bros- 
nan, Halle Berry, Rick Yune and Judi 
Dench star in the latest adventure for 
suave, ladykilling British secret agent 
James Bond, who this time teams up with 
a sexy female American spy to battle a 
facially mutilated North Korean master 
criminal and a power-mad Brit. Directed 
by Lee Tamahori (Along Came a Spider). 


Drumline (CO) Nick Cannon, Orlando 
Jones and Zoe Saldana star in Paid in Full 
director Charles Stone Ill’s teen come- 
dy/drama about a young Harlem street 
drummer who wins a musical scholar- 
ship to attend a Southern university but 
chafes under the rigid discipline enforced 
by the director of the school's elite 
marching band. 


8 Mile (CO) Eminem, Brittany Murphy, 
Kim Basinger and Mekhi Phifer star in 
Wonder Boys director Curtis Hanson’s 
gritty drama about a young white kid 
from the blue-collar slums of Detroit 
who uses rap music as an outlet for his 
anger and a possible ticket out of his life 
of poverty. 

The Emperor's Club (CO) Kevin Kline, 
Emile Hirsch, Joel Gretsch and Embeth 
Davidtz star in One Fine Day director 
Michael Hoffman’s drama about an ide- 
alistic prep school teacher and his 
decades-long relationship with a trouble- 
making student. Based on Ethan Canin’s 
short story “The Palace Thief.” 


Empire (CO) John Leguizamo, Denise 
Richards and Peter Sarsgaard star in 
writer/director Franc Reyes’s crime 
drama about a Latino drug dealer whose 
attempt to go straight is foiled when he 
gets swindled by a business investor and 
his sexy girlfriend. 


9 Gangs of New York (CO) 
Leonardo DiCaprio, Daniel Day- 
Pick Lewis, Cameron Diaz, Jim Broad- 


bent and Henry Thomas star in 
Goodfellas director Martin Scorsese’s vio- 


YOUR DAUGHTER? 


1) HAPPENED EVERY WEEX IN AUSTRALIA FROM FAS TO ATL 


RABBIT-PROOF FENCE 


Nightly @ 7:10 & 9:10 pm 
Sat & Sun Matinee @ 2:00 pm 
oTBAs 


lent historical epic, set during the early 
days of organized crime in mid-19th- 
century New York City, about the son of 
a slain Irish gangleader who vows 
revenge on his father’s murderer. 
Inspired by the book by Herbert Asbury. 


Harry Potter and the Chamber of 
Secrets (CO, FP) Daniel Radcliffe, 
Rupert Grint, Emma Watson, Kenneth 
Branagh, Richard Harris and Robbie 
Coltrane star in Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher's Stone director Chris Colum- 
bus’s big-screen version of the second 
installment in J.K. Rowling’s best-selling 
series of fantasy novels about good bat- 
tling evil at a school for young wizards. 


The Hot Chick (CO, FP) Rob Schneider, 
Rachel McAdams and Anna Faris star in 
director Tom Brady’s comedy about a 
beautiful but mean-spirited high-school 
girl who switches bodies with a homely 
40-year-old male after they both don a 
pair of magical earrings. 


oO The Lord of the Rings: The Two 
ee Towers (CO, FP, L) Elijah Wood, lan 
fara McKellen, Viggo Mortensen, Sean 
Astin, Christopher Lee and Andy 

Serkis star in the much-anticipated second 
installment of director Peter Jackson’s epic 
film adaptation of .R.R. Tolkien’s trilogy of 
fantasy novels about a quest to destroy an 
all-powerful ring. 


Maid in Manhattan (CO, FP, L) Jen- 
nifer Lopez, Ralph Fiennes and Natasha 
Richardson star in The Joy Luck Club 
director Wayne Wang's romantic come- 
dy about a chambermaid at a New York 
luxury hotel who masquerades as a 
socialite in order to win the heart of a 
handsome, wealthy politician. Screen- 
play by John Hughes. 


My Big Fat Greek Wedding (CO) Nia 
Vardalos (who also wrote the script, based 
on her one-woman stage show), John 
Corbett and Andrea Martin star in director 
Joel Zwick’s ethnic comedy about a Greek 
woman whose eccentric family causes her 
no end of headaches as she prepares to 
get married to a handsome WASP. 


Pinocchio (CO, FP) Roberto Benigni 
(who also co-wrote and directed), Nico- 
letta Braschi and the voices of Glenn 
Close, Breckin Meyer and Queen Latifah 
are featured in this live-action adaptation 
of Carlo Collodi’s classic fairytale about 
the talking wooden puppet who dreams 
of becoming a real boy. 
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Lord of the Rings movie. Truly, it is a sad and 


The Ring (CO, FP) Naomi Watts, 
Re Martin Henderson and Daniel 
fsjeq Dorfman star in The Mexican 
director Gore Verbinski’s remake of 
the 1998 Japanese thriller Ringu, about 
an investigative journalist who frantically 
attempts to unravel the origins of a mys- 
terious videotape that causes those who 
view it to die one week after watching it. 


The Santa Clause 2 (CO) Tim Allen, 
Elizabeth Mitchell and David Krumholtz 
star in director Michael Lembeck’s sequel 
to the 1994 seasonal comedy, in which 
Scott Calvin learns he must get married 
in order to fulfill the magical contract 
that allows him to live at the North Pole 
and serve as Santa Claus, 


Star Trek: Nemesis (CO, FP, L) Patrick 
Stewart, Brent Spiner, jonathan Frakes 
and Tom Hardy star in the latest adven- 
ture for the Star Trek: The Next Generation 
team, in which the Enterprise crew travels 
to the planet Romulus to negotiate a 
peace treaty, only to discover a grave 
threat to Earth’s safety upon their arrival. 


Treasure Planet (CO, FP) The voices of 
Joseph Gordon-Levitt, Brian Murray, 
David Hyde Pierce, Martin Short and 
Emma Thompson are featured in Aladdin 
co-directors Ron Clements and John 
Musker’s animated science-fiction gloss 
on Robert Louis Stevenson's Treasure 
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Island, about a young man battling 
pirates as he searches for a legendary 
buried treasure. 


Two Weeks Notice (CO, FP) Sandra 
Bullock and Hugh Grant star in 
writer/director Mare Lawrence’s roman- 
tic comedy about a self-absorbed attor- 
ney who only realizes how much he 
depends upon his overworked, unappre- 
ciated assistant when she announces 
she’s quitting and gives him 14 days to 
find a replacement. 


The Wild Thornberrys Movie (CO, 
FP, L) The voices of Lacey Chabert, Bren- 
da Blethyn, Rupert Everett, Marisa Tomei 
and Alfre Woodard are featured in this 
big-screen version of the popular ani 
mated TV show about a globetrotting 
family of nature documentarians whose 
daughter has the amazing ability to talk 
to animals. 
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Closed for the holidays. 


-__ CHABA THEATRE 
Jasper, Alberta 


CATCH ME iF YOU CAN PG 
Not suitable for younger children. 

Daily 6:45 9:15 

MAID IN MANHATTAN 

Some coarse language. Dally 7.00 9.15 


LEDUC CINEMAS 

4762-50 St, 986-2728 
THE LORD OF THE RINGS: 
THE TWO TOWERS 
Violent and oeng scenes. 
Fri Sat 7.00 10.30 
Daily 12.00 3.30 7.00 
THE WILD THORNBERRYS MOVIE G 
Daily 1,20 3.00 5.40 
MAID IN MANHATTAN PG 
Some coarse language, 
Dally 7.20 9.20 
STAR TREK: NEMESIS PG 
Violent scenes, not suitable for younger children. 
Daily 1.00 7.10 9.20 
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HARRY POTTER AND 

THE CHAMBER OF SECRETS PG 
Frightening scenes. 

Daily 3.20 

CATCH ME IF YOU CAN PG 


Not suitable for younger children. 
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Violent and frightening scenes. 
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GRANDIN THEATRE 


Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, 
St. Albert, 458-9822. 


THE LORD OF THE RINGS: 
THE TWO TOWERS 14A 
Violent and frightening scenes. 

Daily 10.30 11.00 2,00 2.30 5.30 6.00 9.00 9.30 


THE SANTA CLAUSE 2 G 
Daily 12.10 7.00 


STAR TREK: NEMESIS. _ PG 
Violent scenes, not suitable for younger children. 
Daily 12,00 3,00 5.45 8.40 


HARRY POTTER AND 
THE CHAMBER OF SECRETS PG 
Frightening scenes. 

Dally 11.40 2,50 6.15 9.20 


DIE ANOTHER DAY 
Violent scenes. Daily 2.40 9.00 
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TWO WEEKS NOTICE PG 
OTS Digital. Daily 1.10 3.50 7,20 9.50 


. CHICAGO 


- JANUARY 1, 2003 


THE WILD THORNBERRYS MOVIE SG 
DOTS Digital. Daily 12.15 2.20 4.25 7.15 


THE LORD OF THE RINGS: 

THE TWO TOWERS 148 
nt scenes, frightening scex No Passes. 

THX Dally 12.30 a30880 : 

DTS Digital. Dally 9.15 


MAID IN MANHATTAN PG 
Some coarse language. 
DTS Digital, Dally 1.20 3.40 6.40 9.30 


THE HOT CHICK 144 
DTS Digital. Daily 1.30 4.45 7,30 10.00 
ANALYZE THAT 14A 


Coarse language throughout. 
DTS Digital. Daily 10.1 


HARRY POTTER AND 

ett ELS oF es PG 
‘nightening scenes. ital. No passes, 

Daily 12.10 3.30 6.50 : = 


8882-170 St. 444-1829 


DTS Digital. No passes. 
Daily 1.20 4.00 6.30 9,00 


PINOCCHIO 
DTS Digital. Daily 2.00 4.30 7.00 


GANGS OF NEW YORK 

Brutal violence throughout. DTS Digital. 
No passes. On 2 screens. 

Daily 1.00 1.30 4.30 5.00 8.00 8.30 


DRUMLINE PG 
DTS Digital. Daily 9.30 


EMPIRE 
DTS Digital. Fri-Tue 1.35 4.15 6.45.9.40 
Wed-Thu 9.40 


MY BIG FAT GREEK WEDDING PG 
DTS Digital. Daily 2.10 4.20 6.40 8.50 


THE RING 

iene ty scenes, DTS Digital 
Fri-Tue 1.40 4.35 6.50 9.10 
Wed-Thu 1.40 4.35 6.50 


THE SANTA CLAUSE 2 Gc 
DTS Digital. Daily 2.20 4.40 


ANALYZE THAT 
Coarse language throughout. DTS Digital. 
Fri-Wed 7.10 9.20 Thu 9.20 


FAR FROM HEAVEN PG 
Mature themes. 

DTS Digital. 

Wed-Thu 1.35 4.15 7.20 9.50 


CLAREVIEW 
4211-139 Aye. 472-7600 
CATCH ME IF YOU CAN PG 
Not suitable for younger children. 


DTS Digital. No passes 
Daily 12,45 3.45 7.00 9.55 


GANGS OF NEW YORK 
Brutal violence throughout 
DTS Digital. No passes. 
Dally 1.15 4.45 8.15 


TWO WEEKS NOTICE PG 
DTS Digital. 
Daily 12.40 3.00 5.10 7.45 10.00 


THE LORD OF THE RINGS: 

THE TWO TOWERS 

Violent scenes, Manian scenes. 

DTS Digital. No passes, On 2 screens. 

Daily 12.00 12.30 4.00 4.30 8.00 8.45 9.30 


THE WILD THORNBERRYS MOVIE tc] 
DTS Digital. 
Daily 12.20 2.20 4,25 7.30 


MAID IN MANHATTAN PG 
Some coarse language. 

DTS Digital. 

Daily 12.10 2,25 4.40 7.20 9.45 


STAR TREK: NEMESIS PG 
Violent scenes, not suitable for younger children. 
DTS Digital, Daily 1.30 4.15 7.10 9.40 


THE HOT CHICK 1 
DTS Digital. Daily 12.05 2.30 5.00 7.50 10.15 


DIE ANOTHER DAY 144 
Violent scenes, 
DTS Digital. Daily 10.05 


HARRY POTTER AND THE 

CHAMBER OF SECRETS PG 
Frightening scenes. DTS Digital. No passes. 

Daily 12.15 3.30 6.45 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 
1525-99 St, 436-8585 


CATCH ME IF YOU CAN PG 
Not suitable for younger children. No passes. 
THX Daily 12.20 3.45 6.50 10.00 

DTS Digital. Fri-Sat 1.20 4.45 7.50 10.50 
Sun-Thu 1.20 4.45 7.50 


GANGS OF NEW YORK 

Brutal violence throughout. No 8S. 
THX Daily 12.10 3.40 7.10 10.40 

DTS Digital. Daily 1.10 4.50 8.45 


TWO WEEKS NOTICE PG 
THX Daily 1.00 4.00 6.40 9.20 

DTS Digital. 

Daily 2.00 5,00 7.40 10.20 


144 


184 


14A 


18A 


THE LORD OF THE RINGS: 
THE TWO TOWERS 

Violent scenes, frightening scenes. 
No passes. ; 
THX Daily 12.30 4.30 8. 30 

OTS Digital, 


Fri-Sat 12.00 1.30 2.30 3,00 3.30 5.30 6.00 
9.30 10.30 11.10 

12.00 1.30 2.30 3.00 3,30 5.30 6,00 

9.30 10.30 

1,30 2,30 3,30 5.30 6.30 7.30 


144 


MAID IN MANHATTAN PG 
Some coarse language. 

OTS Digital. 

Daily 1.40 4.10 7.20 9.50 


THE HOT CHICK 
OTS Digital 
Daily 12.15 2.40 5.10:8.10 10.45 


EMPIRE 

DTS Digital. 
Fri-Sat 8.40 11.00 
Sun-Tue 8.40. 


HARRY POTTER AND 

THE CHAMBER OF SECRETS PG 

Frightening scsnes. 

OTS Digital 

No passes. 

Wed-Thu 12.50 1.50 4.20 5.20 7.4: 
1.50 4 


144 


18A 


5 
On 2 screens. Fri-Sat 12,50 2 
11.15 Sun-Tue 12.50 1.50 4.20 5.20 


THE SANTA CLAUSE 2 G 
DTS Digital. 
Daily 1.15 3.50 


MY BIG FAT GREEK WEDDING PG 
DTS Digital. Daily 7.00 9.40 


ANTWONE FISHER 

DTS Digital. 

No passes. 

Wed-Thu 12.40 3.20 7.15 10.10 


WEST M 6 


10 5.20 7.45 
7.45 


14A 


8882-170 St, 444-1331 
THE EMPEROR'S CLUB PG 
Coarse language. 
Daily 2.15 4.30 7.30 
SWEET HOME ALABAMA PG 


Coarse language. 
Daily 2.00 4.15 7.00 9.15 


JONAH: A VEGGIETALES MOVIE G 
Daily 1.30 3.30 6.45 

GHOST SHIP 18A 
Gory violence. Daily 10.00 

ABANDON PG 


Violent scenes. Daily 1.45 4.00 7.15 


XXX 
Daily 1.15 3.45 6.30 9.00 


STUART LITTLE 2 G 
Daily 1.00 2,45 4.45 7.45 


WHITE OLEANDER 
Mature themes, Daily 8.50 


THE TUXEDO PG 
Some violence. Daily 9.45 


SIGNS PG 
Frightening scenes, not suitable for 
younger children. Daily 9.30 


GALAXY CINEMAS 


2020 Sherwood Dr 
16-0150 


CATCH ME IF YOU CAN PG 
Not suitable for younger children. DTS Digital. 
Fri-Mon Wed-Thu 12.20 3.20 6.30 9.40 

Tue 12.20 3.20 6.30 


GANGS OF NEW YORK 

Brutal violence throughout. DTS Digital 
Fri-Mon Wed-Thu 2,00 6.15 9.50 

Tue 2,00 6.15 


THE WILD THORNBERRYS MOVIE G 
OTS Digital. 
Daily 12.10 2.40 4.40 7,20 


TWO WEEKS NOTICE °G 
DTS Digital 

Fri-Mon Wed-Thu 1,20 4.00 7.10 9.30 

Tue 1.20 4.00 7.10 


THE LORD OF THE RINGS: 

THE TWO TOWERS 

Violent scenes, frightening scenes. 

DTS Digital. 

On 2 screens. 

Fri-Mon Wed-Thu 11.30 2.30 3.30 7.30 8.45 
Tue 11.30 2.80 3.30 6.50 


MAID IN MANHATTAN PG 
Some coarse language. 

DTS Digital. 

Fri-Mon Wed-Thu 1.00 3.45 6.40 9,25 

Tus 1,00 3.45 6.40 


STAR TREK: NEMESIS PG 
Violent scenes, not suitable for younger children. 


146A 


184 


14A 


DTS Digital. Fri-Mon Wed-Thu 1.30 3.40 7.00 
9.45 Tue 1.30 3.40 7.00 
THE HOT CHICK 14A 


DTS Digital. Fri-Mon Wed-Thu 4.30 7.15 9.35 
Tue 4.30 7.15 


ANALYZE THAT 

Coarse language throughout 
DTS Digital. 

Fri-Mon Wed-Thu 10,00 


144 


Showtimes for Fri, 
December 27 to Thu, 
January 2 


TREASURE PLANET 
DTS Digital. Daily 12.00 2.15 


DIE ANOTHER DAY. 
Violent scenes 

DTS Digital. 

Fri-Mon Wed-Thu 10.00 


HARRY POTTER AND 

THE CHAMBER OF SECRETS PG 
Frightening scenes, 

OTS Digital, 

Daily 11.50 3.10 6.45 

THE SANTA CLAUSE 2 G 


OTS Digital. 
Daily 11.40 6.30 


z VILLAGE TREE 
1 Gervais Rd. St. Ajbert. 459-1848 
GANGS OF NEW YORK 
Brutal violence throughout 
No passes. Daily 1.00 4.45 9.00 


TWO WEEKS NOTICE PG 
Daily 1.45 4.15 7.00 9.45 


THE WILD THORNBEARYS MOVIE G 
Daily 12.20 2.45 5.00 7.15 9.30 

MAID IN MANHATTAN PG 
Some coarse language. 

Daily 1.15 4.30 7.00 9.30 

DRUMLINE PG 
Daily 12.30 3.30 6.30 9.15 
THE HOT CHICK 

Daily 1.45 4.30 7.30 10.00 
THE EMPEROR'S CLUB PG 
Coarse language 

Dally 12,45 3.45 6.45 9.45 


14A 


184 


ANALYZE THAT 14A 
Coarse language throughout. 

Daily 1.30 4.00 7.30 10.00 

TREASURE PLANET G 
Dally 1.30 4.15 7.00 9.15 

8 MILE 18A 
Daily 12.45 3.30 6.30 9.30 

THE RING 144 


Frightening scenes. 
Daily 1.00 3.45 6.45 9.15 


MY BIG FAT GREEK WEDDING PG 
Daily 1.15 4.00 7.15 9.20 


GATEWAY 8 
29 Ave, Calgary Trail, 436-6977 
ANALYZE THAT 


Goarse language throughout 
1.10 3.50 7.20 9.40 


DIE ANOTHER DAY 
Violent scenes. 

1.00 4.00 7.10 9.30 10.00 
PINOCCHIO 
12.30 3.20 6.50 9.15 
STAR TREK: NEMESIS 
Violent scenes, not suitable for y 
12.50 1.20 4.30 7.007 
THE RING 
Frightening scenes. 
9.20 

THE WILD THORNBERRYS 

12.15 1.30 2.15 3.45 4.15 6.45 7.259.00 


TREASURE PLANET G 
12.40 2.50 5.00 7.15 


PARAMOUNT 


10233 Jasper Ave, 428-1307 


DIE ANOTHER DAY 
Violent scenes. 

Fri Sat Sun Mon Wed Thu 1,30 4,15 7.00 9.45 
Tue 1.30 4.15 7.00 


144 


148 


144 


SILVERCITY 
WEM, 8882-170 St, 444-2400 
CATCH ME IF YOU CAN PG 
No passes. 


Not suitable for younger children. 
12.10 12.40 3.45 4.30 
7.20 7,50 10.30 11.00 


DIE ANOTHER DAY 
Violent scenes. 

Fri Sat Sun Tue Wed Thu 12.20 3.40 7.00 10.20 
Mon 12.20 3.40 10.20 


HARRY POTTER AND 

THE CHAMBER OF SECRETS PG 
Frightening scenes. 

11.40 3.20 7.10 10.50 

MAID IN MANHATTAN PG 
Some coarse language. 

12.50 3.50 6,50 9.50 

STAR TREK: NEMESIS PG 


Violent scenes, not suitable for younger children. 
12,15 3.15 7.15 10.45 


14A 


THE HOT CHICK 
4.45 7.40 10,35 
THE WILD THORNBERRYS G 
12.45 3,00 5.15 7.35 


TREASURE PLANET G 
11.50 2.20 

THE LORD OF THE RINGS: 
THE TWO TOWERS 

Violence, frightening scenes 

No passes. 

11.30 12.00 1,00 2,00 3.30 4.00 
5.00 6.00 7.30 8.00 9.00 10.00 
Late show 11.30 

Specially enhanced 35 mm on the IMAX si 
1,00 5.00 9,00 

TWO WEEKS NOTICE PG 
1.10 4.10 7.05 10.05 


| WESTMOUNT CENTRE 


111 Ave, Groat Rd. 455-8726 


CATCH ME IF YOU CAN PG 
No passes. 
Not suitable 


12.45 3.45 7.00 10.00 


HARRY POTTER AND 

THE CHAMBER OF SECRETS PG 
Frightenin: eNes. 

12.15 3.3 


STAR TREK: NEMESIS 
Violent scenes, not suitable for younger 
12.30 3.15 7.30 10.15 


THE LORD OF THE RINGS: 
THE TWO TOWERS 

No passes. 

Violence, frightening scenes. 
12.00 4.00 8.00 


TWO WEEKS NOTICE PG 
7.15 9,45 


144 


1448 


MAOVIES 12 

-] CINEMA CITY 12 

= 
SHOWING AT BOTH CINEMAS 


Date of issue, Thu, Dec. 26 only. 


THE EMPEROR'S CLUB 
Coarse language 
Thu 1,50 4.15 7.15 9.55 


SOLARIS PG 
Mature themes. 
Thu 2.15 4.40 7. 


05 9.25 


JACKASS: THE MOVIE 148 
Crude content throuat 
Thu 1.45 4.20 7.4 = 
FRIDAY AFTER NEXT 14A 
Thu 4.30 7.2 
GHOST SHIP 18A 
Gory viole 
Thu 1 15 5 
KNOCKAROUND GUYS 148 
Coarse language. ent scene: 
Thu 2 5 
JONAH: A VEGGIETALES MOVIE G 
Thu 1.35 3.40 6.( 
RED DRAGON 18: 
Disturbing content, g olence. 
Thu 1 5 
STEALING HARVARD PG 
Crude content, coarse lanquage. 
Thu 5.00 7.35 
STUART LITTLE 2 G 
Thu 1.25 3.15 5.05 
THE TUXEDO PG 
Some violence 
Thu 3.30 8.00 10.15 
THE TRANSPORTER 14A 
Thu 4.45 10.00 
XXX 14A 
Thu 1.40 4.25 7.00 9.40 
SIGNS PG 
Frightening scen 

Ti 
SPY KIDS 2: THE ISLAND 
OF LOST DREAMS Gc 


Thu 2.05 


Boxing Day Hours 
9:30 to 6:00 PM 


Saie ontiaa’ to IN-STOCK merchandise ONLY. 


Limited quantities available. 
Behringer products are excluded from the No 6.8.7. Prometion, 


No GST or 0% financing (GST/ Admin fee/ first payment due on signing) 
Stan up administration charge of $25 on leases. Manufacturers warranties do apply. 


MOT HERS 


q 
www.mothersmusic.com AA pn tb 
© 49251-109 Street, Edmonton Phone: (780) 425-1400 


An astonishing 
true-life story isn’t 
enough to make 
Rabbit-Proof Fence 
into a film 


By JOSEF BRAUN 


ased on Doris Pilkington Gari- 
B:: book, Rabbit-Proof 

Fence is the true story of 
Molly Craig (Garimara’s mother), a 
14-year-old girl who, with her eight- 
year-old sister and 10-year-old cousin 
in tow, escaped western Australia’s 
Moore River Native Settlement in 
1931 and endured a grueling journey 
home to the Jigalong Depot almost 
2,000 kilometres north. The girls 
made the journey by foot, constantly 
pursued by an Aboriginal tracker con- 
tracted by the ironically-titled Chief 
Protector of Aborigines. The story is a 
sobering reminder of just how recent- 
ly colonialist governments twisted 
Darwinian logic to astonishingly stu- 
pid and devastating degrees, recalling 
the period during which children of 
mixed race (meaning Aboriginal and 
white as opposed to, say, German and 
English) were stolen from their fami- 
lies to be raised in places like Moore 


Vv 
= 


10121 


GO WITH THE BEST 
a 


VHS/DVD Gay ADULT COLLECTION 


CARDS, TOYS, MAGAZINES 
ADULT INTERNET ROOM 
OPEN NOON EVERYDAY 


124 STREET 
FREE PARKING BACK OF STORE 


River, where they could be converted 
from little savages to proper Chris- 
tians with European table manners 
and no understanding of their’cultur- 
al backgrounds. The hope was that by 
“reforming” these children and send- 
ing them into white society to wed 
and bear children with other whites, 
the government would be able to 
stamp out any possibility of an unde- 
sirable “third race” entering the Aus- 
tralian population. 


The story has all the qualities of a 
great odyssey. Not realizing how 
much distance the truck that stole 
the girls away from their home had 
traversed, their return became a far 
more trying journey than they ever 
expected. It’s difficult to conceive of 
the sheer will power these children 
needed to persist in their efforts— 
especially when returning to Moore 
River would have at least offered food 
and a warm bed. The children play- 
ing the three girls in Rabbit-Proof. 
Fence are all non-actors and each turn 
in not only natural but cinematically 
captivating performances. Everlyn 
Sampi’s Molly somehow finds a per- 
fect balance of fear, innocence and 
single-mindedness. Yet, in retrospect, 


i DEO 


I couldn't help but feel that com- 
pelling performances and base mate- 
tial weren’t quite enough to make 
Rabbit-Proof Fence a fully realized film 

So often, movies falter when they 
give us way too much: excessive expo- 
sition, excessive explanation and 
excessive emoting that leave us no 
room to participate in the film, to 
watch actively instead of being spoon- 
fed like drooling idiots. Rabbit-Proof 
Fence is a movie with the opposite sort 
of problem. Despite the grand drama 
inherent in its narrative, the film pulls 
back from investing much energy into 
imparting upon us the gravity of what 
we are watching. When we are told 
that the girls have already passed an 
entire month in the desert, it seems 
hard to believe because director 
Phillip Noyce (Dead Calm, The Bone 
Collector) does surprisingly little to 
convey the passage of time. 


Neville may care 


And while I'm grateful to Kenneth 
Branagh for not chewing up the 
scenery as the bloodless Chief of 
Aborigines A.O. Neville (whom the 
children refer to as Mr. Devil), it 
would have been nice to see this 
enigmatic character as more than a 
vacant vessel of numbed-out colo- 
nial racism. As the sole significant 
adult in the film, I would have liked 
to see more of the story's complex 
themes somehow played out in his 
role. But even the photography of 
the awesomely talented Christopher 
Doyle (Wong Kar-Wai’s regular cam- 
eraman), represents the film's 
themes in a rather blunt and broad 
manner—i.e., the bleached-out 
whites in the scenes at Moore River 
contrasted the darker, coloured hues 
found in the scenes in the outback. 

I’m not sure what it would be 
fair to expect from Rabbit-Proo/ 
Fence, yet I feel that an important 
true story isn’t a sufficient reason to 
praise a movie, since the story 
stands on its own with or without 
the filmic interpretation. Of course, 
whether I ever would have learne¢ 
about this story without having 
seen Rabbit-Proof Fence is anothet 
thing altogether. O 


Ba - Rabbit-Proof Fence 
Directed by Phillip Noyce * Written by 
Christine Olsen ® Starring Everlyn 
Sampi, Tianna Sansbury and Kenneth 
‘ Branagh * Now playing 
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Ortonary people? 


A tight-knit 
community of 
artists springs up in 
the Ortona Armoury 
3 NIES EJKO 


s I walk along the tranquil 
Ae in front of the Ortona 
rmoury, I can almost sense 
a different Edmonton, one filled 
with solemn, brick buildings and 
the voices of pedestrians occasional- 
ly disrupted by the jingling of street- 
cars. The character of the Armoury 
has remained strangely unchanged 
since 1914, when the Hudson’s Bay 
Company built it as a warehouse 
and a stable. This building is a quiet 
refuge of Edmonton's past nestled 
among ancient oak trees. And yet 
hovering just above it are the com- 
mercial highrises of Bellamy Hill. 
It’s no wonder, then, that the 
diverse artists who work in the Ortona 
Armoury (where The Ortona 
Armoury Art Building Annual 
Christmas Show is currently up) 
have come to treasure this site as a 
creative harbour. “This building is 
alive in all three time [periods],” says 


curator Michael Caskenette. “It was 
alive in the past, the present and will 
be alive in the future. 

“We have wonderful studios,” he 
continues, “but this building has 
taken on an importance to us 
greater than our studios. The build- 
ing is more important than us. It 
has grown into us. It’s almost sym- 
biotic. The building has a life from 
which we draw and we give the 
building back life in return.” 
Caskenette is not just speaking 
metaphorically; in 1998, resident 
artists formed the Ortona Armoury 


1 visual arts 


Tenants Association, which is dedi- 
cated to the preservation of the 
building. Marlena Wyman, who is 
both a tenant artist and an archivist 
at the Provincial Archives, has initi- 
ated a project to reinstall the carved 
Hudson’s Bay crests that once 
adorned the building’s fagade. “We 
knew that the crests were taken 
down a long time ago,” she says. 
“But we didn’t know where they 
were.” A chance conversation with a 
fellow archivist revealed that the 
crests were still intact and residing 


in the Edmonton Artifacts Centre. 
Now OATA hopes to raise funds to 
cast the crests and to reinstall them. 


Trincan alley 


“The character of this historic build- 
ing is more conducive to making art 
than a sterile building,” says 
Wyman. For instance, there’s a large 
outdoor courtyard where the tenants 
share lunch at picnic tables. This is 
also the site of some unique parties. 
“The Trincan Steel Orchestra does 
concerts in the courtyard,” exclaims 
Caskenette, “and we are all invited.” 

“Art never sleeps,” adds Wyman. 
“At any time of day or night in the 
kitchen you might bump into some- 
body who is editing a film recording 
a CD or finishing off a painting. It is 
this sense of a rich artistic commu- 
nity that keeps artists in the build- 
ing. Once people get here, they tend 
to stay. Often artists can feel isolated 
and the other people in this build- 
ing act as a springboard for ideas 
and a support network.” 

“The building evolved into what 
it is now,” says Caskenette. “There 
were businesses here, as each business 
moved out we quickly moved in an 
artist until the building was full of art- 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 
Foot fetish 


The Red Shoes * Varscona Theatre « 
To Jan 5 © reVUE Every year, Alberta 
Opera stages a new children’s musical 
based on a classic fairytale, and this 
year, the team of Garner Butler and Jeff 
Unger has chosen to adapt Hans Christ- 
ian Andersen's The Red Shoes. But the 
story they've come up with seems more 
influenced by the classic 1948 Michael 
~ Powell/Emeric Pressburger movie of the 
same name. That film’s most com- 
pelling character was the obsessed bal- 
letmaster played by Anton Walbrook, 
who drove his dancers to rehearse and 
perfect their art until they were past the 
point of exhaustion; the corresponding 


character in Butler and Unger’s version 
is a song-and-dance man named John- 
ny Chuckles (David Cormican) who 
lures a starstruck young farm girl 
named Karen (Ashleigh Ireland) away 
from her home and into the big city by 
promising to make her the star of his 
latest stage show. But Karen is quickly 
disillusioned by her first taste of show- 
biz’s gritty realities and longs to return 
home. “I didn’t realize it was this much 
work!” she complains as she sits back- 
stage and massages her sore feet. 

One of the show’s big messages, in 
other words, is that no matter whether 
you're a farmer or an entertainer, 
you've got to toil long and hard if you 
want to achieve success. But the prob- 
lem with The Red Shoes is that not 
enough work has gone into the script. 
Even with an intermission, the show 
only lasts about 50 minutes; as a result, 
the plot hurtles forward from incident 
to incident without stopping to flesh 
out the characters or establish the con- 
trast between life on the farm and life 
in the city or even to give Karen’s 
huge, life-changing decisions the 
weight they deserve. (It might have 
been neat, for instance, to see Karen's 
naive illusions about become a famous 
singer and dancer getting methodically 
shattered one by one; instead, we see 
her run off to join Johnny Chuckles’s 
troupe and by the very next scene she’s 


already wishing she stayed home.) 
The character of Johnny Chuckles is 
a little hard to get hold of as well. It’s dif- 
ficult to figure out if he’s a second-rate 
charlatan just struggling to hold his 
show together or a demonic figure who 
keeps luring young girls into his web 
and magically holds them under his 
Svengali-like sway. (Part of my problem, 
| think, is that I'm just not sure how liter- 
ally we're meant to take the big, night- 
marish dance sequence that comes near 
the end of the story in which Chuckles 
suddenly seizes control over Karen's 
dancing shoes—there’s a suggestion 
that we're just seeing Karen’s wild imag- 
ination taking over, but the scene begins 
so naturalistically that you can’t be sure. 
If it’s a dream, when did she fall asleep?) 
Unger’s music, as usual, is solid—the 
melodies and lyrics are catchy but never 
so simplistic that they seem to be talking 
down to the children in the audience. 
But | fear the script (which even Butler 
admits was written under a very tight 
schedule) takes too many shortcuts, 
from the rushed ending to the silly sight 
gag of Cormican walking onstage in a 
diaper and a baby bonnet to play 
Karen’‘s little brother. Still, I've enjoyed 
Alberta Opera shows in the past, espe- 
cially Cinderella two years ago, and while 
| wasn’t crazy about The Red Shoes, | 
look forward to seeing what production 
they put on its feet next Christmas. © 


makers of one sort or 
another.” These days, 
the Ortona Armoury 
Christmas show 
includes such eclectic 
items as CDs by ten- 
ant and electronic 
musician Shawn 
Pinchbeck, an ani- 
mated film by tenant 
Tom Bernier and § 
Jimmy Golden's 
meditative paintings 
that blend Chinese 
calligraphic tradi- 
tions and western § 
abstraction. While 
some Ortona resi- 
dents are well-estab- 
lished artists (Golden, 
for instance, has 20 
years of exhibiting experience behind 
him and an honours art history 
degree from the University of Toron- 
to), others are just beginning to make 
a name for themselves. 


Kroll space 


Take Leslea Kroll, for instance, a 
professional writer currently work- 
ing on a video—funded, coinciden- 
tally, by the Film and Video Arts 
Society, which is also located in the 
building. Kroll took advantage of 
the building’s dreamlike character 
and shot photos of light reflecting 
off windows against old and tex- 
tured plaster walls. “One of the 
many things I enjoy about the 
Armoury,” she says, “is the sense of 
history throughout, both past and 
present. I find the play of light to 
be especially lovely.” 


As I leave the show, the 
strongest impression I’m left with 
is the building’s palpable sense of 
rich community life among artists 
of all backgrounds. While many of 
them have officially collaborated 
on projects, just as many informal 
exchanges seem to happen con- 
stantly. “During the last art show,” 
Wyman says, “Wendy McNeill [a 
tenant musician] came with gr 
guitar at the opening and started 
to play.” 

“We have a community here,” 
concludes Caskenette emphatically. 
“Tt grew in and of itself. It wasn’t cre- 
ated by the government. It evolved 
out of the voices of the artists.” © 


The Ortona Armoury Art Building 
Annual Christmas Show 

Ortona Gallery « 

Dec 28 -29 (noon to Spm) 


Me L 
EDMONTO WART mums 


THE UNCANNY: 


\ 


EXPERIMENTS IN 


CYBORG CULTURE 
November 30 - February 23, 2003 


ed and circulated by the 


Heritage through the Museum 


ance Program 


ration Face Robot, « 


ALSO SHOWING 
Darci Mallon: Golgi Studies 


November 30 - February 23, 2003 


2006 


SPONSORED BY 


Artists’ Donations and the Sinclair Bequest 


November 16 - March 9, 2003 


Pixels, Spots and Polkadots: Perception and Meaning in Art 
November 23 - May 2, 2003 
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ed, along with sudden spiritual realization and learning from your dreams. By December 29, 
Your ruler will move into sexual Scorpio, increasing your libido and desire for romance. 


Astrémat [Jéroscépe 


By MATT SHORT 


ARIES (Mar 20-Apr 19): Desires have intensified with your ruling planet, Venus, mov- 
ing through libidinous Scorpio. Sexual and emotional levels may be overwhelming as 
Pit you feel things more deeply. Increases in energy levels give strength to go for what you 
want, but laziness and lack of direction could keep you from accomplishing anything before 
December 30. We know you're good at getting started, but with too many directions, you may 
end up with a bunch of incomplete work. If you can leam to follow through, good things will 
come to you, maybe even a lucky break! Use caution against overindulgence in alcohol or you 
may wake up beside a stranger. Foreigners and the signs Sagittarius or Pisces may be involved. 


itive sign of Scorpio, bringing intense emotional desires, higher sexual levels and 

increased willpower. Although your energy levels have been cosmically stimulated, 
you may not know what to do with what you've got. Using all of your power to help others 
could make you feel empowered temporarily, but might leave you empty-handed. Small 
internal shifts could make room for a better path. Renewal in love relationships and busi- 
ness partnerships are also possible. The signs Libra, Aries or Scorpio may be involved. 


“ea TAURUS (Apr 20-May 19): Your ruling planet, Venus, continues through the intu- 


through Capricorm, giving you a more grounded worldly attitude. Career changes, 

dietary restrictions and loss of sexual interest are in this week's forecast. Added 
practicality and fantastic organizational abilities are the positives, but strenuous workloads 
and overly serious mindsets could make you ill. High stress and heavy responsibilities are 
shown around December 29, possibly involving a parent, your boss, your partner’s finances 
or the signs Capricorn or Aquarius. A small change will have a snowball effect 


GEMINI (May 20-June 20): Your planetary ruler, Mercury, is currently moving 


&] CANCER (June 21-July 22): You know you're a homebody, or at least you'll be 
transformed into one by December 27. Your place has never looked so good. 
Parental issues, focus on loved ones, domestic and residential themes are indicat- 


Sporting events, creativity, intuitive speculation and psychic links with children and romantic 
Partners Is forecasted at this time. Unexpected blockages are shown for early next week, but 
your optimism will get you through it. Aquarius, Capricorn and Scorpio involved. 


LEO (July 23-Aug 22): As the Sun moves through the sign of Capricorn, your child- 
like ways will be stunted by serious grownup stuff. Career issues, heavy workloads, 
S= responsibilities involving pets and health concerns regarding the teeth, bones, skin, 
heart and back are in your forecast, especially around December 29. Although heavy 
demands are being made, good standing with authority figures is shown. A friend from work 
could help you accomplish your hopes and dreams. A parent or the signs Capricorn and 
Aquarius could play a part. Don’t let the harsh realities of life restrict your creative spirit. 


as your planetary ruler, Mercury, moves through the sign of Capricorn. Your natural 

practicality anc organizational skills are being enhanced, making this the perfect time 
co get important things done. Heavy responsibilities involving love affairs, children, creative and 
recreational activities are indicated. The resurfacing of past relationships, solidification of a cur- 
rent love, romances with older partners or the signs Capricorn and Aquarius are seen around 
December 29. Lack of romance is also possible. Don’t be hard hearted. 


&) VIRGO (Aug 23-Sept 22): Cosmic vibrations are in harmony with your sign this week, 
-&- 
_— 


Scorpio, your suave inrellectual grace will be interrupted by intense emotions and 

sexual desires, Cosmic circumstances influence a personal reevaluation of what’s 
really important to you in your life. Active changes in the way you derive an income are indi- 
cated and could involve the signs Aries or Scorpio. Psychic connections with a parent are 
shown for December 29, along with situations involving cooking, kitchens, homes and nurs- 
es. Too much has been coming out of you bank account, so don’t spend anymore money! 


we LIBRA (Sept 23-Ocr 22): As your planetary ruler, Venus, moves through sultry 


SCORPIO (Oct 23-Nov 21): If you've neglected to take advantage of a good situa- 
tion, you'd better act fast. Your planetary ruler, Pluto, will continue to receive ben- 
efits from lucky Jupiter for only a short time. Making more money, career changes 
ang spiritual expansion are in your forecast, along with circumstances involving people of 
different nationalities and far away places. You may find yourself back in school in order to 
increase your income. Difficulties with trips and places of worship, laziness, lack of direction 
and trying to do too many things at one time are shown for December 29. Intense emotions 
and psychic links are also indicated 


ruler, Jupiter, bringing difficult but necessary changes. Higher learning, foreign 
el, spiritual evolution and the signs Scorpio or Pisces may help to instigate these 
y if you were born on December 10. Although your energy levels have been 
e hard to focus on your goals due to subconscious angers and preoccupa- 
with universities, long trips and places of worship are shown around 
9, along with possible problems with the sign Aries. Don’t work against yourself. 


Wal SAGITTARIUS (Nov 22-Dec 21): Energies from Mars and Pluto surround your plan- 


oubl 


APRICORN (Dec 22-Jan 20): You must look back to past actions in order to bet- 
anetary ruler, Saturn, continues to receive beneficial vibra- 
nging multiple forms of income, short-term projects and sud- 
nds ray play a part in helping you find employment or may somehow 
especially the sign Aquarius. Communications concerning romance, 
tic pursuits are nin a positive light for December 29. A Leo, Gemini or 
of help. Don’t let old habits hold you stagnate for the New Year! 


our future. Your 


from Uranus 


AQUARIUS (Jan 21-Feb 18): Get it while you can. Your planetary rulers, Uranus 


turr in perfect harmony for just a while longer, so take advantage of 


lities presented involving your career, past lovers, a parent or the sign 
eelings around December 29, including anger, frustra- 
ith the signs Aries and Scorpio are possible, but 
nd children that bring added responsibili- 
Make a change for the new year 


b 19-Mar 19): Your ruling planet, Neptune, is hiding away in the 12th 

not very willing to show all that is going on inside. The truth is, subtle 
are happening just below the surface that are not yet matured and ready to 
vill provide difficult growth. You may experience anger and frustrations 

e ssociated with career changes, parental loss, issues regarding 
vidable personal changes. A balance between work and escape is needed. 
long trips and the signs Aries and Scorpio are also shown. @ 


} PISCES (Fe 
Zi 
2, 50 you're 


9 due to 


tual 


Difficulties with universities 


For a FREE ang ates 426-2889 
or e-mail listings@vue.ab.ca. 


Deadline is 3pm Friday. 

ART BEAT GALLERY 8 Mission Ave., 
St. Albert, 459-3679. 5TH ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION EXHIBIT: Paintings, pottery, 


glass art, soapstone and steel sculptures 
by various artists. Until Dec. 31. 


BOHEMIA CYBER CAFE 11012 Jasper 
Ave., 429-3442. CONFLUENCE: Paintings 
by Shara Rosko, William Purnell, James 
Kwong. Until Jan. 31. 


CENTRE D’ARTS VISUELS DE L’AL- 
BERTA 20, 8627 Rue Marie-Anne- 
Gaboury 91 St., 461-3427. WOMEN 
AND ART: Doris Charest (multi-media), 
Karen Blanchet (watercolour), Nathalie 
Shewchuk Paré (multi-media). Until 
Jan. 3. 


CHRISTL BERGSTROM’S RED 
GALLERY 9621-82 Ave., 439-8210. 
www.christlbergstrom.com. Open Mon- 
Fri 1lam-Spm; Sat by appointment. 
2002, A YEAR IN REVIEW: Portraits, land- 
scapes and nudes. 


CYBERTOPIA INTERNET CAFE 11607 
Jasper Ave. WOMEN’S TEARS, WOMEN’S 
FEARS: Expressionist paintings by Patricia 
Laing. Until Feb, 1. 


EDMONTON ART GALLERY 2 Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq., 422-6223, 
www.eag.org. Open Mon-Wed and Fri 
10:30am-Spm; Thu 10:30am-8pm; Sat, 
Sun 11am-Spm. As of Jan. 1: Closed. 
Mon. #PIXELS, SPOTS AND POLKADOTS: 
Perception and Meaning in Art. Until 
Aug. *THE UNCANNY: Experiments in 
Cyborg Culture. Until Feb. 23. 
*KITCHEN GALLERY: DARC/ MALLON: 
THE GOLG/ STUDIES. Until Feb. 23. 
*RECENT ACQUISITIONS: THE SINCLAIR 
BEQUEST. Until Mar. 9. *CHILDREN’S 
GALLERY: BECOME: Creating by Don 
Moar. Until July 2003. eAdmission: 
Members free, $5 adult, $3 senior/stu- 


_ The Mikado 8, 


Chock full of twists, turns and 
silliness, Gilbert & 


» 


~) 


> 


$20 fora ticket 
Well, 1's an opera ticket! 


OPERA 


ighing and humming the 


at the Jubilee Auditorium 


dent, $2 child (6-12), free (child 5 and 
under). Free Thu after 4pm. As of Jan. 1: 
Members free, $6 adult; $4 senior/stu- 
dent; $2 children (6-12), free children (5 
and under). 


EXTENSION CENTRE GALLERY 2nd 
Fl., University Extension Centre, 8303- 
112 St., 492-3034. Open Mon-Thu 
8:30am-8pm, Fri, 8:30am-4:30pm, Sat 
9am-noon. Annual Student Exhibition. 
Until Feb. 5. 


FORT DOOR 10308-81 Ave., 432- 
7535. Open Mon-Sat 10am-6pm; Thu- 
Fri 10am-9pm; Sun 12-S5pm. Eskimo 
soapstone carvings (bears, birds, seals, 
walrus, otters, humans, inukshuk) by S. 
Obruk. Eskimo and West Coast Indian 
gold and silver jewellery by Carmen 
Goertzen. Until Jan. 1. 


THE FRINGE GALLERY Bsmt., 10516 
Whyte Ave., 432-0240. Open daily 
9:30am-6pm. Closed Sun. #/N THE SPIR- 
IT OF CHRISTMAS: Mixed media installa- 
tion by Amy Loewan. Until Dec. 31. 
Cast lead and aluminium works by 
Brent Irwing. Jan. 6-31. 


FRONT GALLERY 12312 Jasper Ave., 
488-2952. Open Tue-Sat 10am-S5pm. 
Fine art and craft by Alberta artists. 
Display of folk art by Michael Voros. 
Through Dec. 


GARNEAU THEATRE FOYER 8712- 
109 St., 433-0728. FLOWER POWER: A 
series of watercolour paintings by Willie 
Wong. Through Jan. 


GENERATIONS GALLERY 5411-51 St., 
Stony Plain, 963-2777. Open daily 
10am-4pm. *Landscape paintings 

by Dixie Rosanne Orriss. Until Jan. 5. 
Paintings by Feronica Funk, Anne Page, 
Vickie Newington, Sharon Deblanc. 

Jan. 9-Feb. 10. Opening reception SUN, 
Jan. 12, 1-4pm: 

GIORDANO GALLERY Main FI., 
Empire Building, 10080 Jasper Ave., 
429-5066. www.giordanogallery.com. 
Open Wed, Sat 12-4pm or by appoint- 


pera 


sounds like a movie? 


Join the Club... 


If you are between the ages of 18 and 34 then we have a deal for you 


Join our Explorers’ Club and see how far $20 can take you! Call 429-1000 today! 
I 


ment. 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St., 
426-4180. Open Mon-Fri 10am-Spm; 
Sat 12-4pm. paroline products for busy 

eople: Works by Maria Anna Parolin 
jan. 9-Feb. 8. *FRONT ROOM: 
SYMBIOSIS: Work by Gloria Mok. 
Opening reception for both exhibits 
THU, Jan. 9, 7:30-10pm. 


JASPER ARTISTS GUILD (JAG) 622 
Connaught Sq., Jasper. A BRUSH WITH 
NIGHT: Group show exploring aspects of 
night. Until Jan. 


JEFF ALLEN ART GALLERY Strathcona 
Place, 10831 University Ave., 433-5807 
Group exhibition. Until Jan. 30. 


JOHNSON GALLERY °7711-85 St., 
465-6171. Open Mon-Fri 8am-5:30pm; 
Sat 9am-Spm. Original art, prints and 
potter by local potters. Bronze sculp- 
tures by Gina McDougall Cohoe. Until 
Dec. 31. ©11817-80 St. Open Tue-Fri: 
9:30am-S:30pm; Sat 9:30am-4pm. 
Original art and prints. Jack Ellis, Harold 
Lyon, Toti, Joe Haire, Wendy Risdale, Jim 
Painter, Dave Ripley, Don Sharpe, jim 
Brasger, George Weber. Pottery by 
Noboru Kubo, Peggy Heer, Blackmore 
Until Dec. 31. 


KAMENA GALLERY AND FRAMES 
5718-104 St., 944-9497. New limited 
edition prints and watercolours by Willie 
Wong. Acrylic paintings by Kee T. Wong 
Recreations of masters by various artists 
Through Jan. 


LISTEN RECORDS 10649-124 St., 
453-1881. PLUNDEROPTICS: Sample- 
based print and sound art by Construct 
Until Feb.1. 


McMULLEN GALLERY University of 
Alberta Hospital, East Entrance, 8440- 
112 St, 407-7152. eVISUAL SOUND: 
Visual exhibit of music and sound 
expressions by the senior art students 
from Victoria High School. Until Jan. 26 
After Hours: On display outside the 
gallery. Two large-scale waterscapes by 
Leslie Taillefer. 


SEE NEXT PAGE 


Ic 


tists. “MARKING 


rgaret Witschl. 


‘SEGH 
_ 10030- 


_ works by David Seghers, Robert von 
fschen, Eric Butterworth, Jeff Collins, 
Pamela How (Vilsec), Neil McClelland, 

" Jacqui Rohac. 
10137-104 St., 
ELE 2. Open Tue-Sat 12-Spm. 


Toronto multi-media artist Lisa Puopolo 


solo installation. Print-based three- 
dimensional pieces. Jan. 9-Feb. 8. 


Opening reception, artist in attendance 


THU, Jan. 9, 8pm. 


-6885. Open Tue-Thu 
=f appointment. Featuring 
avi 


JARY 1, 2003 _ 


SNOWBIRD GALLERY WEN, 8882- 
170 St., 444-1024, Featuring works by J. 


_ Yardley-Jones and Gregg Johnson. 


A ag Jim Vest, pol Noburo 
Kubo and Jacqueline Stenberg. Art glass 
available. Artists in the courtyard contin- 
ues every weekend. 


SOSA (SOCIETY OF STUDENT 
ARTISTS) GALLERY 10154-103 St., 
Basement, 707-8305. Winter Portfolio 
Show. Jan. 9-30. 


SPECTRUM ART GALLERY AND STU- 
DIO 10867-96 St, 424-8803. Open 
daily 10am-6pm. Paintings by 
Christopher Lucas. Work by Patricia 
Young, Bridgit Turner, Deanna Larson 
and David Phillips. 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY 
Theatre Foyer Gallery, 7 Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq. EXPOSURE: Photo exhibit 
by Jessica Martens. Until Dec. 30. 


SWEETWATER CAFE 102 Ave., 
124 St. ICE AND SOLEIL: Group show. 
Until Feb. 5. 


THE VAAA GALLERY 3rd FI. Harcourt 
House, 10215-112 St., 421-1731. CRAGS 
AND COVES: New work by Rene 
Thibault. Jan. 9-Feb. 8. Opening recep- 
tion THU, Jan. 9, 7:30-9:30pm. 


VANDERLEELIE GALLERY 10183-112 
St., 452-0286. Open Tue-Sat 10am- 


5:30pm. INAUGURAL SHOW: New work 
by gallery artists featured in a new 
expanded space. Until Dec. 30. 


fe 


bs os ~~ 


CAPOEIRA ACADEMY 6807-104 St., 
709-3500, www.capoeiraedmonton.ca. 
Every THU (7-8pm) and SAT (2-3pm): 
Brazilian mix of martial arts, dance and 
Afro-Brazilian rhythms. Roda de 
Capoeira dance. Free. Closed Dec. 26. 


‘THEATRE 

ALL FOR ONE Celebrations Dinner 
Theatre, 13103 Fort Rd., 448-9339. 
Musical. One of the King’s loyal muske- 
teers is missing. D’Artagnan has been 
replaced by a girl. Someone is making 
trouble in the King’s court. What can 


two out-of-work musketeers do to save 
the day? Until Feb. 1. 


THE BRITISH ARE COMING AGAIN 
Mayfield Dinner Theatre, 16615-109 
Ave., 483-4051, 486-7827. By Will 
Marks and Joe Harris. A follow-up to The 
British Invasion. A tribute to your 
favourite recording artists, spiced with 
humour. Until Feb. 23. 


CHIMPROV! The New Varscona 
Theatre, 10329-83 Ave., 420-1757, 
448-0695. Every Saturday at 11pm. 


Featuring Rapid Fire Theatre’s top 
improvisers. 


CITY DUDES AND COUNTRY SLICK- 
ERS jubilations Dinner Theatre, Upper 
Level, Phase 3, WEM, 484-2424. Several 
“slickers” from the city arrive at a dude 
ranch on the prairies to try to come to 
terms with their modern day problems 
and their messed-up lives. Until Jan. 26. 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329- 
83 Ave. Every Mon, 8pm. The legendary 
live payed soap opera celebrates 

its twelfth season. Set at the height 

of the great depression, in the commu- 
nity of Ridge Valley Mountain Flats, 
Lemoine County, U.S.A. Directed 

by Dana Andersen. Produced by 
Stewart Lemoine. 


1 DO! I DO! La Cité francophone, 
8627-91 St. Musical. Presented by Leave 
it to Jane Theatre. Based on the play The 
Four Poster by Jan de Hartog. Book and 
lyrics by Tom Jones. Music by Harvey 
Schmidt. Fifty years in the life of a mar- 
ried couple. Jan. 3-12. TIX $15 adult, 
$12 student/senior adv. @ TIX on the 
Square. 


THE RED SHOES Varscona Theatre, 
420-1757. A modern musical fairy tale. 
Presented by Alberta Opera Touring 
Association. Adapted from the Hans 


For a FREE listing, fax 426-2889 or 
e-mail listings@vue.ab.ca. rr 


Deadline is 3 pm Friday. 
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Kingsway Ave., 451-1175. Open daily 


pilots, Alaska Highway construction, 
defence of Russia an 
development. 


DEVONIAN BOTANIC GARDEN 5 km 


SW of Edmonton on Hwy 60, 987-3054. 
Open weekends. Authentic Japanese gar- 


den, nature trail, 80 acres of connected 


gardens. TIX $6.50 adult; $5.75 student/ 


senior; $4 child; $20 family; children 
under 4 free. 


JOHN JANZEN NATURE CENTRE Fox 


Dr, Whitemud Dr., Fort Edmonton Park, 
496-8787. *SEASONAL CHANGES EXHIBIT: 


Discover how the wildlife of Edmonton 
and region adapts to changes in the 
seasons. *EXHIBIT ROOM SUNDAY 
THEMES/ SUNDAY DROP-IN ACTIVITIES: 


Weekends and hols 1-4pm. Each Sunday, 
join a naturalist and explore a new theme 


with your family. 
JOHN WALTER MUSEUM Kinsmen 


Sports Centre Park, 496-8787. Candle Lit 

Christmas: McDades (Celtic music). Dec. 

26-28, oof TIX $19 adult, $10 child. 
pm): New Year's decorations. 


LOYAL EDMONTON REGIMENT MiILI- 


SUN 29 (1 


TARY MUSEUM Prince of Wales 

Armouries, 10440-108 Ave., 421-9943. 

HORSE WARRIORS: WHEN CANADIANS 
GALLOPED INTO BATTLE: Photographs 
and artifacts. = 

, McKAY AVENUE SCHOOL 10425-99 

Ave., 422-1970. Archives and museum 

located along the river valley on 

the Heritage Tra 

era park. 


459- 


pies 


CHRISTMAS “RACK. 


5. TIX $5.25 adult, $4.25 
75 child, $16 family. 


ALBERTA AVIATION MUSEUM 11410 
10am-4pm. The story of Edmonton’s bush 


commercial aviation 


troll in the Victorian- 


WILD ALBERTA PREVIEW GALLERY: 
Sneak peek at the new gallery's layout. 
*ANCIENT ROME: Unt Apr 21. *TREA- 
SURES OF THE EARTH: Geology collec- 
tion. Permanent exhibit. *8IG THINGS: 
Large-scale sculptures by artists of the 
North Edmonton Sculpture Workshop. 
Until April 2003. *BONE DIGGERS: Until 
Mar. 9, 2003. *THE NATURAL HISTORY 
GALLERY: *BUG ROOM: Live invertebrate 
display. Permanent exhibit. *THE BIRD 
GALLERY: Mounted birds. Permanent 
exhibit. *A TO Z AT THE MUSEUM: 
Every SAT (9 am-11am): family-fun drop- 
in program. SAT 28: D is for Dolls of the 
world, make a paper doll. Admission is 
half-price between 9am-11am. *BROWN 
BAG LUNCH SERIES Museum Theatre. 
2nd WED ea. month. *EVENINGS AT 
ALICE'S: At the Museum Café, last FRI 
evening of each month. 


RUTHERFORD HOUSE 11153 
Saskatchewan Dr., U of A Campus, 427- 
3995. Open Tue-Sun, 12 noon-Spm. 
Costumed interpreters recreate cay 
household activities. TIX $3 adult, $2 
senior/youth (7-17), $8 family. Children 
6 years and under free. *A Child’s 
Christmas in Wales by Dylan Thomas. 
Reading by Norman Thomas with Celtic 
harpist Gordon Ritchie, Dec. 28-29, 
2-3pm. TIX $5 adult, $4 senior, $2.50 
(7-17yrs). Program not recommended 
for younger children. 


TELEPHONE HISTORICAL CENTRE 
10437-83 Ave., 433-1010. sOpen 
Tue-Fri 10am-4pm; Sat 12-4pm. 
Telecommunications museum. An 
interactive educational gallery. 


CAPOEIRA ACADEMY - 6807-104 St. 
709 3500, www.capoeiraedmonton.ca. 
Every SAT (11am-noon): Capoeira for 
kids: Brazilian mix of martial arts, dance 
and Afro-Brazilian rhythms. Drop-ins wel- 
come. First time free. Closed Dec. 26. 


EDMONTON ART GALLERY 2 Sir 


~ Winston Churchill Sq., 422-6223. THE 


CHILDREN’S GALLERY: For children 


4-12 yrs. eCamps and classes for children 
and youth. 


" EDMONTON ITOSU-KAI KARATE 


Grandin Elementary School, 110 St.,98 
Ave., 975-6910, 886-0386. *Every TUE 
and FRI (6:30-8pm): Classes for 10-year- 
olds and parents and adults. Start Jan. 7. 


IDYLWYLDE LIBRARY 8310-88 Ave., 
496-1808. *Every WED a 0:15am): Time 
for twos, 2-3 yrs. Pre-register. 


JASPER PLACE LIBRARY 9010-156 St., 
496-1810. *Every TUE (10:15 am): Baby 

aptime, 1-2 yrs. Pre-register. *Every THU 
5am): Pre-school storytime, 3-5 yrs. 


Pre-register. 


(OOD LIBRARY 11555-95 St, 


; 4567099. Every WED (4pm): Japanese 


calligraphy, 8-14 yrs. Pre-register. *Every 


TUE (1:30pm): Pre-school storytime, 3-5 
yrs. Pre-register. 


STRATHCONA LIBRARY 8331-104 St., 
496-1828. *Every TUE (2pm): Storytime, 
3-5 yrs. Pre-register. 


VALLEY ZOO 13315 Buena Vista Rd., 
496-8787. Open daily 9:30am-4pm until 
Dec. 31. SUN 29: Snakes. 


LECTURES/MEETINGS 


CITE FRANCOPHONE 8627 rue Marie- 
Anne-Gaboury, 91 St., 465-8716. 

MON 13 (7-9pm): Canadian Studies 
Café: Speaker Laura Thompson presents 
The Teaching of La francophonie in 
Canada’s High Schools. Bilingual (English, 
French). Free. 


OPPORTUNITIES UNLIMITED NET- 
WORKING GROUP Edmonton Chamber 
of Commerce, 600, 10123-99 St. (W. 
door), 426-4620. FRI 27: No meeting. 

FRI 10 (6:45-8:30am): Speakers Mike 
McLellan and Krista Sveinson present 
Making the Connection: Benefits of Youth 

in the Workplace. Only $2. Everyone 
welcome. 


SACRED HEART CHURCH 10821-96 


St., 439-0631. *Every FRI: Community 
Shamanic Drumming Circle. 


LITERARY 
STROLL OF POETS Various locations: 
La Boheme Restaurant, City Arts Centre, 
Whitemud Crossing Library Theatre, 
Strathcona Legion, www.strollofpoets.com. 
12 Days of Poetry. Jan. 5-25. TIX First 
eleven days free; 12th Day finale $8 

adv. tickets @ Greenwoods Bookshoppe, 
$12 @ door. 


_ LIVE COMEDY 


COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway 
Boulevard, 469 4999. THU 26-SAT 
28: Closed. 


FARGO'S ON WHYTE 10307-82 Ave., 
433-4526. Every SUN: Fargo’s Laugh-a- 
Lot Comedy. 


SIDETRACK CAFE 10333-112 St., 
421-1326. *Every THU (7:30-9:30pm): 
Comedy improv show. TIX $3. 


AGAPE Room 7-114, Education North 
Building, U of A. A sex-and-gender differ- 
ences and schooling focus group in the 
aculy of Education. *Jan. 16, Feb. 13, 
Mar, 20, Apr. 17, 12-1pm. 


AXIOS 454-8449. A support group, local 
chapter of the international organization 
of Eastern Orthodox and Eastern-Rite 
Catholic Gay and Lesbian Christians. 


BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-106 St. 
Large tavern with pool tables, restaurant, 
shows. Members only. 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 117258 Jasper 

Ave., 488-6636. Open 9-3. Gay Nite Club, 
no membership needed, dance, strip con- 
test, go-go boys. *Every MON: Free pool. 


THE BACK 


Christian Andersen classic about the girl 
who can’t stop dancing. Dec. 27-29 and 
Jan, 2-5. 7pm nightly; Sat and Sun 2pm 
and 7pm. TIX $8 children (12 and 
under), $10 student/senior, $12 adult. @ 
TIX on the Square. 


SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER jubilee sei 
Auditorium, 11455-87 Ave., 420-1757, 
451-8000. Musical. The story of an 
ambitious and talented Brooklyn kid 
with a burning desire to make it big in 
Manhattan. Jan. 7-12. TIX @ TIX on the 
Square, TicketMaster. 


SO FARAWAY AND BLUE The 
Roxy, 10708-124 St., 453-2440. Roxy 
fundraiser. Popcorn anda movie. 
Jan. 10. 


SURVIVAL: THE IMPROVISATION 
GAME Jagged Edge Theatre, 3rd 

Fl. City Centre East, 479-0323. *Everyg 
FRI $5. F 


THEATRESPORTS New Varscona 
Theatre, 10329-83 Ave., 448-0695. 
Every Friday @ 11pm Rapid Fire Theatre 
features teams of improvisers. 

UPSIDE DOWN Catalyst Theatre, 
8529-103 St., 420-1757. Jan. 14-18, 


8pm; Sat matinee 2pm. TIX $20 adult, 
$15 student/senior @ TIX on the Square. 


DJs Arrow Chaser, Jeffy Pop, Code Red. 


DIGNITY EDMONTON 482-6845. 
Support community for lesbigay Catholics 
and friends. 


DOWN UNDER 12224 Jasper Ave., 482- 
7960. Steam bath. 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS 
ASSOCIATION 422-6207. Gay men and 
Lesbians in business and non-gay friends. 
Share business knowledge, learn, make 
friends, network in positive, proud space 
where being yourself is the norm. 


GAY AND LESBIAN COMMUNITY CEN- 
TRE OF EDMONTON (GLCCE) Suite 45, 
9916-106 St., 488-3234. 
www.edme.net/glcce. Open Mon-Fri, 
1:30pm-5:30pm; 7pm-10pm. Support 
groups, library, youth group and discus- 
sion nights. 


GAY MEN'S OUTREACH CREW 
(GMOC) 45, 9912-106 St., 488-0564. A 
peer education initiative for gay/ bisexual 
men that works toward preventing the 
spread of HIV by improving self-esteem. 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCI- 
ETY 600, 10550-102 St., 488-5742. 

Support services for people affected with 
HIVJAIDS, info line, counseling, referrals, 


support groups, preventive education pro- 


grams, resource centre, speakers bureau, 
Gay Men's Outreach Crew (GMOC), 
advocacy and public awareness. 


ICARE 702A, 10242-105 St., 448-1768. 
www.icarealberta.org. The Interfaith 
Centre for AIDS/HIV resources and educa- 
tion (formerly Interfaith Association 

on AIDS). Providing Spi support 

and connections for those affected 

by HIV/AIDS. 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB GLCCE, Suite 
45, 9912-106 St. *Every 2nd THU each 
month: Meeting. 


LAMBDA CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY 
CHURCH Garneau United Church, 
11148-84 Ave., 474-0753. Every SUN 
(7pm): Worship services. Serving the 
gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered 
community. 


LIVING POSITIVE 488-5768. www.con- 
nect.ab.ca/~livepos. Edmonton Persons 
Living with HIV Society. Peer-facilitated 
support groups, peer counselling. Daily 
drop-in. 

LUTHERANS CONCERNED 426-0905. 
www.lcna.org. All Chapters-A spiritual 
community which gathers monthly for 
sharing, friendship, individual support 
and a safe space for our own spiritual 
questions. 


METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY 
CHURCH OF EDMONTON 429-2321. 
Weekly church services, non-denomina- 
tional. 


PFLAG GLCCE, Suite 45, 9912-106 St, 
462-5958. Every 3rd TUE (7:30pm): 
Meeting. Support/education for parents, 
families and friends of lesbians/gays/ 
bisexuals/transgenders. 


POLICE LIAISON COMMITTEE 421- 
2277, 1-877-882-2011 (ext. 2038). 
Edmonton Police Service and the Gay and 
Lesbian community. 


PRIME TIMERS 426-7019. *Every 2nd 
SUN ea. month (3pm): Monthly meetings. 
Social group for gay/bisexual men over 40 
and their friends. 


THE ROOST 10345-104th St., 426-37. 
Open Mon-Sat 4pm-3am; Sun 8pm-3am 
A multi-level night club. Disco upstairs, 
western downstairs. TUE: Wild and Wet 
Contest, DJ Left. WED: Amateur Strip 
w/Weena Luy, Sticky Vicky, DJ Alvaro 
THU: Charity Show. Different show every 
week, D] Jazzy. FRI: Upstairs: Twisted Fruit 
w/D]s Sweetz, Tripswitch, Alvaro. 
Downstairs: DJ Jazzy, female stripper. SAT: 
Upstairs: D} Jazzy. Downstairs: XTC. SUN: 
Betty Ford Hangover Clinic Show, D] Jazzy. 


SECRETS BAR AND GRILL 10249-107 
St., 990-1818. Lesbian and gay 
bar/restaurant. 


TRANSSEXUAL/TRANSGENDER SUP- 
PORT GROUP GILCCE, Suite 45, 9912- 
106 St., 488-3234. eEvery 4th TUE ea. 
month (7pm): Meeting. Information and 
mutual support for transgendered people 
in an open, friendly and safe environment. 
Open to transsexuals, transvestites, crags- 
dressers, drag queens/kings. oll 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper-Ave., 488-6557. 
Open Sun-Thu 1-12; Fri Sat 1-3. New Gay 
Club, no membership needed. *Every 
SUN-TUE (7-12am): Karaoke with Tizzy. 
*Every WED: Game Show. *Every FRI: Free 
pool. *Every weekend: Open stage, dance 
with D] Arrow Chaser. 


YOUTH UNDERSTANDING YOUTH Gay 
and Lesbian Community Centre of 
Edmonton (GLCCE), 45, 9912-106 St, 
488-3234. Every SAT (7-9pm): A facilitat- 
ed social/support group for lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgendered, straight, and 
questioning youth who are under the age 
of 25. www.yuyouth.tripod.com/yuy. 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


CANDY CANE LANE 148 St., betw. 190 
Ave-92 Ave. Candy Cane Lane. Until jan- 
1. Donation to the Food Bank. 


CITY HALL 1 Sir Winston Churchill Sq., 
426-2990, 479-3757. SUN 12 (noon- 
4pm): Latin American Cultural Festival: 
Music, dance, gardening. 


SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL SQUARE 
Square, City Hall, Stanley Milner Library, 
423-2822, ext. 33. TUE 31(9pm): Live 
music at City Hall. Family entertainment 
at the library. Dance party on the square. 
Skate, hot chocolate, entertainers. 
Fireworks at midnight 


WORKSHOPS 


BRAHMA KUMARIS MEDITATION Gss- 
TRE 208-10132-105 St., 425-1050, 
www.bkwso.com. Meditation intro course 
through Raja Yoga. Free. Pre-register. 
CENTRE FOR WELLNESS IN MOTION 
N. Edmonton, 459-3908. *Every SAT: 


Introductory reflexology for family and 
friends. Learn relaxation techniques and 


A) 
SEE NEXT PAGE 
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how to love your feet. 

DAREE MOSAIC LTD 206, 10609-101 
St., 425-3350 or 903-7418. New ethnic 
dance studio. More than 15 different 
forms of ethnic dance classes. Pre-register. 


EDMONTON ITOSU-KAI KARATE 201, 
10115-124 St., 975-6910, 886-0386. 
*Every MON and WED (7-9pm): Adult- 
only Karate classes. Start jan. 6. 


THE EDMONTON RECORDER SOCIETY 
437-3311, empress@compusmart.ab.ca. 


Recorder Workshop. SAT, Jan. 11-SUN, 
Jan. 12. Musical Directors Terri Hron, 
Laoise O’Brien, and Kamala Bain. 
Consorting: coming together in 
Renaissance music. Pre-register by Jan. 
6. $75 Edmonton Recorder Society 
members; $80 non-members. 


FILM AND VIDEO ARTS SOCIETY OF 
EDMONTON (FAVA) Ortona Armoury, 
9722-102 St., 429-1671. *Every MON (7- 
10pm) Monday Night Club: A weekly series 
of drop-in workshops to give Edmonton's 
actors, dancers and other performers a 
chance to hone on-screen skills and link 
local filmmakers and screenwriters with 
fresh talents. Free. 


GRANT MacEWAN COLLEGE *jasper 


Place Campus, 10045-156 St., 497-4301, 
497-4303. ich Applied Theatre 
History, Stagecraft, Set painting, 
Introduction to Costumes and Riging. 
Start Jan. *Introductory Photography. Jan.- 
Apr. *Photographic Methods. Jan.-Apr. 
Beyond Basic Photography. Jan.-Mar. *Art 
History II. Start Jan. 8. eArt Fundamentals: 
Introduction to Art and Portfolio 
Preparation. Start Jan. 14. eDrawing I. 
Jan.-Apr. *Exploring the Basics of Drawing. 
Start Jan. 15. *Colour Theory in Practical 
Use. Jan.-Mar. Pre-register. *Typography 
and Design. Jan.-Mar. *Graphics |. Start 
Jan. 7. eLive Sound Reinforcement, Styles 
Ensemble, Vocal Performance | and Il, and 
Music Theory. Start Jan. eGuitar basics, 
Guitar | and Guitar II. Start Jan. eNew York 


City trip. Feb. 16-23. $1895. 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St., 
426-4180. *Drop-in Life Drawing. *Drop- 
in Figurative Sculpture. . 


ROBERTSON-WESLEY CHURCH 
Meeting Hall, 10209-123 St., 433-1830. 
Workshop series presented by The 
Fireweed Institute. *Money and Life: 
Making It Work. Jan. 13, 27, Feb. 17, 24, 
Mar. 3, 6:30-9:30pm. $30 ea., $130 for 
five ($27 or $120 members). Pre-register. 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY 7 Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq., Edmonton 
Community Network, Rm. 616, 6th 
Floor, 414-5656. eInternet Courses: Learn 
about computer resources, e-mail, search- 


ing the Internet, Web design, online 
investing and much more. Various dates. 


NEWMAN THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE 
15611 St. Albert Trail, 447-2993. 
siheclogy: courses start Jan. Pre-register. 
*God and Humanity in Film. Starts early 
Jan. ‘Women in the Bible. Start Jan. 
Matthew and Mark. Start in Jan. 


WESTMOUNT FITNESS CLUB 12840- 
109 Ave., 477-6272. *Every TUE, WED, 
THU (7-9pm): Kung Fu classes. Free 
Through Jan. 

WOODCROFT LIBRARY 13420-114 
Ave., 496-1830. *Every WED (7pm): 
Meditation workshop. 


FREEe FREEeFREEeFREE* FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? isis acting troupe? 


Want someone to jam ? Place up to 
words FREE, iding the ad is non- E 
Ads of more ular 


ads will not ished, 
Free ads will not be taken over the phone. 
Free ads will run for four weeks, if uire 
an ad to be renewed or cancelled please 
426-1996 or fax 426-2889. Please fax your ad 
to 426-2889, or drop it off at 10303-108 St. 
Deadline is noon 


the Tuesday before 
publication. Placement will depend upon 
available space. 


artist to artist 


NeXtFest ‘03 invites submissions from young 
emerging artists. All disciplines. Visit 
www.nextfest.ca orcontact 
steve@attheroxy.com (453-2440) for info. a 
nat2it 


Still searching for the perfect gift? How about a 
hand drawn portrait? You provide a Reng of 
the person, alloy 2-3 days for drawing. Ph Althea 


710-6870. 
ee naiz0s 


Warehouse space available (2000 sq. ft.) for 
theatrefart groups, bands for rehearsal. Call 
469-9309. 


Ss ee 
Capoeira Association seeking performers, stu- 
dents, & volunteers. Brazilian mix of martial arts, 
dance & Afro-Brazilian rhythms. 6 days/wk @ 6807~ 


104 St. www.capoeiraedmonton.ca, 709-3500 
a. SE ee 


Interested in becoming a model or actor? Do 
you have what it takes? Call Urban Models and 
Talent Management @ 409-1130 


naizi2 


IDEA_Call to Young Edmonton Artists/Desrgners (15- 
21°¥™ for downtown arlwork Cash Prizes awarded 
More Info: www.theworks.ab.ca or 426-2122. 


Deadline: Feb. 14. 
——— SS natZ26 


Exp. acting coach req. for children 12 yrs and 
under for children’s project. Call C.E.S.5, at 701- 
0035 

natat2 


ryboard artist reg. for Children’s project. Cal! 
-S.S. at 701 "D038 


Sto 
CE 

nai2i2 
Looking for travelers to share expenses for a 
writing and photo taking road trip. Edmonton to 
Jasper, Vancouver, Victoria. Salt Spring, Seattle, 
Frisco, Los Angeles, Guatemala, Costa Rica, 


Panama, Chile. Open ended. 914-8747 
NAI2I9 


Boobs...now tha got your attention, please 
be our bass player. Ignore the other ads. Leave 
msg. for Chas 916-1793 

o> naizig 


Vocal recording studio half price Christmas sale. 
B+ b; und tracks avail. Digitally mas- 
it for demo’s and Christmas gifts. Ph 


mei205 


ist and drummer looking for guitarist/singer 
for Scorpion Ph Rick vi 


tribute band, Ph Rick @ 988-24 


naizi9 


team in search of competent 
drummer who will commit. For more info call Al 
© 909-9483. 


Professional writin 


wor ene __maZi9 


Christian rock band or musicians wanted for a 
unique ee project. Call John @ 471-6266 
days, 459-2846, evenings. = 

Bae ___nat 129 


Piano, trombone, and trumpet payers required 
for amateur swing band. Big band experirence an 
asset. Ph Ed 450-6436 or Ron 435-4193 


na1205 


Chijstian acinar req. for children’s 
fundraiser “Feed the Children”. Call C.E.S.S. at 
701-0035. 


‘inner bassist looking 
rock, metal, alt. Call Chad 465-1684 


Wounded Honeymoon Suite tribute band stil 
Lo awesome local talent. Call Pamela @ 


990-1 
SS ae __.nalas2 


Bass player and keyboard player needed for an 
upcoming ER rock group. Vocals are an 
asset. Greg 986-4599. 


See __nai2i2 


Drummer and bassist (18-26) for new original 
rock band. Infl: Zeppelin, Nirvana. Call Adam or 
Justin at 406-1008. 


na2i2 
Bass player wanted for rock band into punk, folk 
and other types of music. 479-1242. 
En ee rats 
Charity Rock ‘n’ Roll Showcase featuring 16 orig- 
inal band and singer/songwriters in support of the 
Edmonton Food Bank. Dec. 17-20 at J.}'s Pub. 
Sign-up at 489-7462 Don (Musicity Promotions). 

nati29 
DARKSAND seeks drummer. Must be versatile, 
a eer Ph Kevin 456-3550 or Brent 


__ natn 


Established singer/songwriter looking for guitar, 
bass and ale to form original Pail Intl: Joy 
Division, Echo and the Bunnymen, The Smiths, 
Interpol, Velvet Linderground and Radiohead. 
Leave Mess 479-9699. ea 
at 


Brazilian Jubjitsu, Call Steve @ 446-9199. Tatami 
mats, very professional. 

naii2i 
Female vocalist needed, Music from classic rock 
to country. Ph Darren @ 461-2841 


= = nas 121 
Lead guitarist wanted for country music band. Ph 
Rob @ 987-5845 

nati2i 


Seeking multi-talented musician to fill out 3- 
pa e_rock band. Bells, keyboards, vibes, etc. 


Call Guy, 488-2517 
natZia 


Heavy metal band seeks drummer who can learn 
covers and create original material. influences 
include Ozzy and Pantera. Call Dan at 425-3231 

ngit2) 


fo FeV] 


ce 

Dance Alberta 

Register now for new term 428-7808 adult and 
children; daytime and evening. 

RAD ballet, tap jazz, hip hop, modern musical 
theatre, pilates, belly dancing, salsa, Polynesian. 
First bel dels Salsa and Polynesian class 
free. Starts Jan. 6. Children program starts 
Jan. 27. 10205-107 Ave. 

VW 1225- (wks) 


h/fitness 
Fitness Through Boxing/Kickboxin; 

Fitness pirlltan he men and wane, All 
levels and ae welcome. Resistance training. 
Peter 903-8745, www.fitness-edmonton.com 

WH1219 (2 wks) 


Condo for rent © 111 St & 83 Av. 


music instruction 


mama THE NE. 


Husic Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, 
_ and. percussion. 
___, Private instruction: focus 
_ on individual! Professional, caring instructors 
with music degrees, ay Music instruction since 
: wit ocaoo2 


433-0138 


10848 - 82 Avenue, Edmonton 


THREE LINES 
FOR $10 


; THREE LINES FOR $10 « BUY 6 GET 3 FREE 
i 


*Phone 426-1996 from 9am-Spm Monday to Friday 
Email office@vue.ab.ca Office:10303-108 St. Edmonton 
*Deadiline: Tuesday at Noon 
Print your copy legibly on lines provided at right. 
*Up to 45 characters per line. 
1 *Every letter, space or mark counts as 1 character. 
*Allow one space following punctuation. 


Our grads have jobs. 
Victoria Motion Picture School - filmmaking/acting 
call now 1-888-522-3456 i 

YW 1212-0209 (wks) 


: help wanted 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! 
TRAVEL TEACH ENGLISH 
We train you fo teach. 1000's of jobs around 
the world. Next in-class or ONLINE by 
correspondence. Jobs guaranteed. 
10762-82 Ave. 
Call for Free info pack 1-888-270-2941. 


Shopping for a rewarding RETAIL CAREER? 
Excellent Retail MANAGEMENT Positions 
Apply Now With the Best Retail Employers online 
WWW.CANADIANRETAIL.COM 
The Retail Job Store 
_____. YW1212 (149 Jan 0102-0206 02 1(Bnéss) 


R.A, Malatest and Associates Ltd., Western 
Canada’s largest independent research firm, 
requires PT interviewers, Absolutely no sales 
involved, French an asset Flexible schedule 

good for students. Over $9/hour to start + 
bonuses. Please fax or e-mail cover letter and 

resume to Dan Southall, Fax (780) 448-9047, e- 
mail absupervisor®malatest.com. 
Deadline; Jan. 3, 03. 

Nt ee A) 


DRIVERS WANTED: $15+/hr,, Wednesdays {aigho 
and Thursday (daytime), permanent/part-time. 


Must have mini-van or frag. Lookin; Mor reliable 
and responsible person, Please call 907-0570. 


Phone 426-1996 for more info. 


INSTITUTE 
www.trebas.com 


NE BEST MEDIA FLPOSURE 104 


shared accommodation 


Spacious home to share with non dull, clean, 


tidy, 25-45 year old, Close to Grey Nuns 

Hospital. $325/month + 1/3 utilities. 490-6647 
WW12121219 (2 vis) 

volunteers 
Seniors Driving Centre of Edmonton 
Volunteer Drivers Needed 
Call 732-1221 

~ asain 


z The Christmas Bureau of Edmonton is iad 

acceptin ications for volun’ , 
The goal isto feed 15,000 families and 3,500 
singles, seniors, childless couples during the 


season. www.chris! u-edmoi 
ton.ab.ca Ph Cassandra Vold, Volunteer 
Coordinator @ 413-6233, 


FOR SALE 
AD DEAL 


CARS, HOUSES, FURNITURE, 
SPORTING EQUIPMENT 


n- 


If you need to sell it, we can belp. 
Buy this size ad for 2 weeks at $50/week (plus 
GST) and we will ran the ad until your item sells 


FOR AS LONG AS IT TAKES! 


walt call Dave 426-1996 for details 
ages ol ety chee a dereione 


ravel 8 Teach 


a 


TESOL Certified in 5 days 
or Online or by Correspondence 
All ages.. No degree needed 


FREE Info Pack: 


1-888-270-2941 


FREE Info Seminar: 
Tues: Dec. 03,10,17 
7 Pm: 10762-82 Ave. 
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BI-CURIOUS LOCALS! 
R rafter as FREE 
IS 
760-490- 209 95 403-261-2100 
or_1-888-272-727 
FREE Wicode 8)03 
www. interactivemale.com 
LBM 0601 02 
Get SEX in Edmonton 
30min FREE w/code 9051, Call 
780-490-2255 or call 1-888-465-4588 
for your local #. 1B+ 
Isexdateli 
BL BM 0801 02 ~ 


Women at your Fingerti 
Enter FREE Code ove 
Call (780) 490-2266 


1-800-474-8401. 


GAY MALE SEX! 
> Chat live or meet local gay men. 
Try us for free! (780) 4{37144. 
nter code 2310. 
! woo712icL 
To place your ad in Vue Weekly Classifieds 
Phone 426-1996 for more information 


9 edmonton’ 
tanning 


4382-1499 
10104 123 St 


Local Live Connections 
me "FREE! 


a Interactive 
ae male 


Place your Classified ad in Vue Weekly. 
Phone 426-1996 for more info. 


$ - Mix'n Match Inc. 


Presents 
The 7 Minute Date 
Safe, Fun, & Fast 


www.mixnmatchinc.com 


Calgary 

403-261-2100 

Other AB Local #s 
~888-272- 


780.699.5790 


VW12194904s) 


For Men and Women ... 


Fun, Outrageous, Confidential! 
, The 


Gra 


Live Chat & Date-Line 


Women Always FREE: 
(780) 418-3636 


THE BACK 


adios FREE} 
Meet Someone 
New Right Now! 


iP & ROMANCE 


map WOSH! 
Kraenscral E. 
orixrecctions 


pera eS AE Ta 


When Monogamy 
Becomes Monoto 
www.ashleymadison. ‘. 

For Attached Women 


& the Men Who 
Want To Meet Them.~ 


1-866-742-2218 


V& 
Anonymous * 


> ALL-MALE LIVE CONNECTIONS 


Talking Classifieds » Uncensored Erotic Stories _ 
PruiseLine 
Qe 


www.cruiseline.ca 


Enter FREE trial code 2315 


peVine 


Free Trial for MEN: 
780) 418-4646 


Pa Leo) a Leb hl MER : 
Have some fun! Free local Edmenten call. Must al hed - 
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the) legend,continues™ 


ea OS 


eek aon 
ose 3008 


Women 
Sore 


white Saeed 


CDs, Books, Videos, DVDs, 
& Selected Accessories 


ONGS 6 Various Artists | 


CDs, Books, Videos, DVDs, 
& Selected Accessories 


(JOHN Greatest His 1970-2002 [ 


0% $g99 
Oo 


(BACK Siver Side Up | 


#2 


ITZ Greatest Hits 


ke 
TEKKEN 4 ; 


Hic M 
BGamecube ... 


i | : 40°33” / 36” 
RATCHET & AN suo | RED AC FA timespurrens 2 aan: THe ucenanr aDvouR 


eesintnonenoapmannnen nese 


w Gamecube 4 


OE ~ W Gameboy ADVOMCE .scsssseerssseesense WRB a ai csssrrpsrsetiasesensticat 


badibet ar vecu Stace 


Lr Su 1 P 


LORD OF THE RINGS: FELLOWSHIP OF THE RING ey wD DEMO- PLATINUM 


MINORITY REPORT Me ——} 


BLADE II 
OL NERO G NATE: 


x 
We aim for the utmost accuracy in our advertising, but the occaslonal error may occur. Any error will be corrected as soon as it is recognized and customers purchasing merchandise so affected will be advised 
immediately. Prices in effect December 26th 2002. A&B Sound reserves the right to limit quantities. Stock may vary from store to store, Limit one per family on all items on this page, No Dealers Please. 


